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Performance artist and scholar E. Patrick Johnson’s provocative study examines
how blackness is appropriated and performed—toward widely divergent
ends—both within and outside African American culture. Appropriating
Blackness develops from the contention that blackness in the United States is
necessarily a politicized identity—avowed and disavowed, attractive and
repellent, fixed and malleable. Drawing on performance theory, queer studies,
literary analysis, film criticism, and ethnographic fieldwork, Johnson describes
how diverse constituencies persistently try to prescribe the boundaries of
"authentic" blackness and how performance highlights the futility of such
enterprises.

Johnson looks at various sites of performed blackness, including Marlon Riggs’s
influential documentary Black Is . . . Black Ain’t and comedic routines by Eddie
Murphy, David Alan Grier, and Damon Wayans. He analyzes nationalist writings
by Amiri Baraka and Eldridge Cleaver, the vernacular of black gay culture, an
oral history of his grandmother’s experience as a domestic worker in the South,
gospel music as performed by a white Australian choir, and pedagogy in a
performance studies classroom. By exploring the divergent aims and effects of
these performances—ranging from resisting racism, sexism, and homophobia to
excluding sexual dissidents from the black community—Johnson deftly analyzes
the multiple significations of blackness and their myriad political implications.
His reflexive account considers his own complicity, as ethnographer and teacher,
in authenticating narratives of blackness.
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Performance artist and scholar E. Patrick Johnson’s provocative study examines how blackness is
appropriated and performed—toward widely divergent ends—both within and outside African American
culture. Appropriating Blackness develops from the contention that blackness in the United States is
necessarily a politicized identity—avowed and disavowed, attractive and repellent, fixed and malleable.
Drawing on performance theory, queer studies, literary analysis, film criticism, and ethnographic fieldwork,
Johnson describes how diverse constituencies persistently try to prescribe the boundaries of "authentic"
blackness and how performance highlights the futility of such enterprises.

Johnson looks at various sites of performed blackness, including Marlon Riggs’s influential documentary
Black Is . . . Black Ain’t and comedic routines by Eddie Murphy, David Alan Grier, and Damon Wayans. He
analyzes nationalist writings by Amiri Baraka and Eldridge Cleaver, the vernacular of black gay culture, an
oral history of his grandmother’s experience as a domestic worker in the South, gospel music as performed
by a white Australian choir, and pedagogy in a performance studies classroom. By exploring the divergent
aims and effects of these performances—ranging from resisting racism, sexism, and homophobia to
excluding sexual dissidents from the black community—Johnson deftly analyzes the multiple significations
of blackness and their myriad political implications. His reflexive account considers his own complicity, as
ethnographer and teacher, in authenticating narratives of blackness.
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Editorial Review

Review

"With Appropriating Blackness, E. Patrick Johnson has given us a book worthy of the breadth its title
signals. It is written in an excellent and refreshingly clear prose style which sacrifices nothing in the way of
complexity of the ideas being presented. Johnson makes his observations about the relatedness of
performance and blackness more compelling with each successive case study."—Dwight A. McBride,
coeditor of Black Like Us: A Century of Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual African American Fiction

"Appropriating Blackness is a wonderful study that makes important and timely contributions across many
fields. E. Patrick Johnson is a skilled reader of texts and offers useful introductions to complex theories of
race, sexuality, and culture.”—David Román, author of Acts of Intervention: Performance, Gay Culture, and
AIDS

From the Publisher
"With Appropriating Blackness, E. Patrick Johnson has given us a book worthy of the breadth its title
signals. It is written in an excellent and refreshingly clear prose style which sacrifices nothing in the way of
complexity of the ideas being presented. Johnson makes his observations about the relatedness of
performance and blackness more compelling with each successive case study."—Dwight A. McBride,
coeditor of Black Like Us: A Century of Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual African American Fiction

"Appropriating Blackness is a wonderful study that makes important and timely contributions across many
fields. E. Patrick Johnson is a skilled reader of texts and offers useful introductions to complex theories of
race, sexuality, and culture."—David Román, author of Acts of Intervention: Performance, Gay Culture, and
AIDS

From the Back Cover
""Appropriating Blackness" is a wonderful study that makes important and timely contributions across many
fields. E. Patrick Johnson is a skilled reader of texts and offers useful introductions to complex theories of
race, sexuality, and culture."--David Roman, author of" Acts of Intervention: Performance, Gay Culture, and
AIDS"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rafael Brooks:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Appropriating Blackness:
Performance and the Politics of Authenticity will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or acceptable book with you?



Jennifer Wadsworth:

The experience that you get from Appropriating Blackness: Performance and the Politics of Authenticity
may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Appropriating Blackness: Performance
and the Politics of Authenticity giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
particular Appropriating Blackness: Performance and the Politics of Authenticity instantly.

Terry Crabtree:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Appropriating Blackness: Performance and the Politics of
Authenticity was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways
to get book you wanted.

Rod Doughty:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Appropriating Blackness: Performance and the Politics of Authenticity. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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