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Four teens explorethefluidity of love, sexuality, and identity in this
acclaimed novel from Alex Sanchez, now in paper back.

Sergio is bisexual, but his only real relationship was with agirl. Lance has
always known he was gay, but he’s never had areal boyfriend. When the two of
them meet, they have an instant connection—but will it be enough to overcome
their differences?

Allie' sbeenin arelationship with aguy for the last two years—but when she
meets Kimiko, she can't get her out of her mind. Does this mean she’s gay? Or
bi? Kimiko, faling hard for Allie, iswilling to stick around and help Allie figure
it out.

Boyfriends with Girlfriendsis Alex Sanchez at his best, writing with a sensitive

hand to portray four very real teens striving to find their places in the world—and
with each other.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[An] innovative, important book that explores, with empathy and sympathy, largely ignored aspects of teen
sexual identity. ...there have been only a handful of novelsthat so plausibly and dramatically bring the nature
of bisexuality and sexual questioning to life. Sanchez does both." Booklist (starred review)

"A breezy romantic comedy [that] stays pleasantly upbeat ... readers will enthusiastically root for both
couples." - Kirkus

"The carefully multicultural cast and representation across the GLBTQ spectrum make this an important
book." - Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

* "Sanchez [has] written another innovative, important book that explores, with empathy and sympathy,
largely ignored aspects of teen sexual identity. While lip service is routinely given to these aspectsin the
acronym GLBTQ, there have been only a handful of novelsthat so plausibly and dramatically bring the
nature of bisexuality and sexua questioning to life. Sanchez does both, and in the process establishes
welcome possibilities for other authors to explore.”--"Booklist, "starred review

"I would highly recommend "Boyfriends with Girlfriends" to teens, parents, teachers, school counselors,
LGBT centers and therapists who work with the teen population. Librarians and bookstores take note!"'--
"The Examiner"

"Readers will appreciate a book that delvesinto the fraught topic of bisexuality."--"Publishers Weekly"

"I want readers to find themselves in this novel, to see their own potential for greatness, authenticity, to
understand that they are not their mistakes and that others do not have the power to define them unless we
give them that power, and to see that there is great power in time and perseverance.”

- "Lambda Literary", November 30, 2011

About the Author

Alex Sanchez spent almost fifteen years working with youth. He is the author of the teen novels Boyfriends
with Girlfriends, Bait, The God Box, Getting It, Rainbow Boys, Rainbow High, and Rainbow Road, as well as
the Lambda Award—-winning middle-grade novel So Hard to Say. Lambda Literary Foundation honored Alex
with an Outstanding Mid-Career Novelists' Prize. He livesin Thailand and Hollywood, Florida. Visit him at
AlexSanchez.com.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
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L ance tapped the beat of A ChorusLine's“What | Did for Love” on Allie’ s bedroom door. “Hi, it's me!”

“Comein, you!” She opened the door in ajean skirt, adjusting her bra. Ambushed by her cleavage, Lance
dapped a hand over his eyes.



“Oh, come on!” she giggled, holding up atie-dyed T-shirt. “Help me decide! Should | go with the—"
He peeked through his fingers and cut her off: “No way!”

She lifted a zebra-stripe blouse. “How about the—"

“Ick!”

“Okay”—she held up a pink Lycratop—"1I'll go with the—"

“Good!” He checked the time on his cell, eager to go meet the boy he' d friended online that week. “You
think he'll like me?”’

“He' s going to go wild over you,” she replied while pulling her blouse on.
“Wild isgood.” He put his arm around her and she snuggled up beside him in front of the mirror.

She'd aways thought Lance was hot. At swim meets, when he strutted around the pool deck nearly naked,
she'd often thought: If he were straight or if | were a gay guy, I'd be all over him.

“Fedl something?’ She planted a playful kiss on his cheek. “ Anything?’

“Sorry.” He began to hum a show tune, a nervous habit.

“From My Fair Lady,” Allie said. “Right? What isit?’

He blushed, realizing what it was. “Why Can’'t aWoman Be More Like aMan?’

“Meanie!” She pulled away. “ Shoes?’

“Y our rose-color pointy pumps,” he said, dabbing his blond hair with some of her gel.

“So, what did you say this guy’snameis?’ Allie asked as they climbed into Lance's car.

“Sergio,” Lance said, pronouncing the G with an H sound. “He’' s Mexican. Hot and spicy!” Lance
considered himself an equal opportunity dater, attracted to all types of guys—L atino, white, black, Asian. . . .
He' d been attracted to Sergio’s café latte—color skin, thick black hair gelled into spikes, eyes dark as night.
And athough his nose seemed kind of big, even that was cute. “He's a cousin of Penelope’ s from Drama

Club.”

The boys had gotten to know each other alittle bit over the phone and Messenger. They were both seventeen.
Sergio lived in a neighboring suburb and went to Liberty High.

“Home of the roaches,” he' d joked. “Ew, yuck, right?’

Lance went to the Academy, alocal private school. “But I’m not a big preppy or anything. I’ m pretty down-
to-earth.”

“Good,” Sergio replied. “Metoo.”



Sergio had an older sister in college; Lance was an only child. Sergio had a guinea pig named Elton; Lance
had an Irish setter named Rufus.

“Help me think up stuff to talk about,” he asked Allie as they drove toward the mall.

“Have you asked him what kind of movies helikes?’ Allie suggested. “ And what kind of music?’
“That’sgood,” Lance said. “My main worry isthe bi thing.”

Sergio’s“friend page” identified him as bisexual .

“1 guess that means he' s still coming out,” Lance said to Allie. “Like in the saying: bi now, gay later? | just
hope he's not anather closet case.”

Hedidn't want arepeat of Darrell, his one and only ex, who had been afraid to admit to being gay.

When Lance and Allie got to the mall, he hurried her toward the food court fountain and anxiously searched
the crowd.

“Areyou sure | look all right?’
“You look fab,” Allie assured him, taking a seat on the fountain’s rim. “ So, who is the friend he’ s bringing?”’

When setting up the meeting, Sergio had suggested they make it afriend thing. “Y ou know, to take the
pressure of f?’

“She' s hisbest chick friend,” Lance said, taking a seat beside Allie. “Her nameis. . . Kimiko or something
like that.”

“Kimiko? Really? That's Japanese!” Allie was totally into anything Japanese.
It had been Kimiko who had given Sergio the initial kick in the butt to answer Lance's online friend request.

“Why wouldn’'t you friend him?’ she'd asked Sergio when he showed her Lance’ s photos. “He looks gay-
guy-adorable.”

“Prezactly,” Sergio had replied. “I’m not ready to get dumped again.” He was still brokenhearted over Zelda;
the girl who'd ditched him only three months earlier.

“You haven't even met the guy yet,” Kimiko said, “and you' re already worried about getting dumped?’
“Yeah, he' s got that 1ook: like someone who could be my future ex.”
“Here’ sathought.” Kimiko bopped Sergio on the head. “Maybe he won’t dump you.”

“Hewon'tif | don’t meet him. He he he.” Nonetheless, Sergio had replied to Lance’ s friend request. And
he' d enjoyed chatting with him.

“But what if there’ s no in-person chemistry?’ Sergio now said as Kimiko prodded him through the food



court toward the meeting. “Maybe he and | should just stick to communicating through electronic devices.”

But when he saw Lance, there was chemistry, all right—both with Lance and his chick friend. HE' s a babe,
one part of Sergio thought while another part of him said, Yeah, but SHE’ S hot too!

Luckily, hewasn't into tall girls—nor were they usually into him—whereastall skinny guys like Lance
juiced him up: broad swimmer shoulders, sweet smile, teacup-handle ears, and he loved the freckles.

“How do | look?" Sergio asked Kimiko. “No boogies hanging out my nose or anything?’

“You look good, dude.” She tucked his flipped-up shirt tag into his collar and gazed toward Allie. “That’s his
friend?’

“Yeah, | guess so. She'safox, huh?” Sergio knew that girlie-girls were totally Kimiko's type, even though
she'd never actually been in arelationship.

“So...isshegay? Kimiko asked—not that it made any difference; she had both gay and nongay friends.
But she was curious.

“1 don't know.” Sergio gave her amischievous grin. “1 guess you get to find out.”

“Well, do | look all right?” Kimiko asked, glancing down at her baggy boy’s jeans and black |eather
motorcycle jacket.

“Magjor league handsome.” Sergio spun her Harley baseball cap backward and took hold of her hand. “Come
on!”

“There heis!” Lancetold Allie on spotting him. “ Curtain up!”

“Break aleg!” Allie whispered, standing beside him.

“What up, man? I’'m Sergio. And thisis Kimiko, my handler.”

Everybody laughed and Lance asked, “ Do you guys want to get smoothies?’

Asthey walked to the counter, he stealthily checked out Sergio. He was shorter than he had looked in his

pi ctures—nice compact bod, hunky but not too buff, which was good. Excessive buffnessintimidated Lance.

He liked those pecs, though.

At the smoothie stand, he got his usual Hearty Apple. Sergio ordered a Mango Madness, took a
sp—"Mmm”—and extended his cup to Lance. “Want a taste?’

“Um, okay.” Lance stared at the straw that had touched Sergio’slips. “I’ve never tried mango before. I'm
pretty plain-Jane. Y ou want to try mine?’

“Sure.” Sergio exchanged cups, watched Lance take a sip, and thought: Damn, his freckles are hot!

“Wow, that’sreally good.” Lance handed the cup back, still tasting the sweet mango slush.



The girls led the way to atable while talking about mangas and other Japanese stuff. Allie sat beside Kimiko
and Lance sat next to Sergio.

“So, um . ..” Lance began to ask the questions he' d rehearsed with Allie. “What kind of movies do you
like?’

“Action!” Sergio replied, his hands dicing the air in aninjamove. “Hooah! . . . And fantasy-type stuff. How
about you?”’

“Disney 'toons. . . and chick flicks—nah, just kidding. Well, okay, sometimes. | admit it.”

“Ditto!” Sergio high-fived him, glad that L ance was free of the straight-acting BS that so many other guys
had.

“So, um, what kind of music do you like?" Lance continued.
“Different types,” Sergio answered. “Trance. . . hiphop. .. Tgano . . . How about you?’

“1’m huge on show tunes. Like I’ ve got this kind of obnoxious habit of humming and singing showstoppers
anytime, anywhere.” He shuffled hisfeet. “ Gotta sing! Gotta dance!”

“Glad you warned me.” Sergio pretended to cover his ears, though in fact he liked Lance’ s voice: strong,
smooth, sexy.

“Actually,” Lance continued, “1' m a better singer than dancer.”

“I"m just the opposite,” Sergio said. “My singing sucks, but my dancing is pretty good—especially Latin
stuff. I'm president of my school’s Dance Club. Do you salsa? | can teach you.”

“Cool!” Lance exclaimed. He' d always dreamed of dancing with a guy—holding him in his arms, moving
together. . . . But first he needed to slow down, get back to the present. “So, um . . .” He moved to the next

guestion on hislist. “ Are you out at school 7’

“I"'mout as bi,” Sergio said, alittle cautiously. Although girls usually accepted his bi-ness, with guysit
sometimes seemed like the kiss of death.

The word bi prompted Allie to turn from her conversation with Kimiko and nod encouragingly to Lance.

“Well, um . ..” he stirred the slush in his smoothie cup and asked Sergio, “. . . what exactly do you mean
when you say bi?’

“You know,” Sergio said. “It means I’ m turned on by both guys and chicks.”
“But you admit you’ re attracted to guys?’ Lance asked, trying not to come off as confrontational .
“Yeah...,” Sergiosaid. “But I'm aso attracted to girls.”

Lance chewed on his straw. At least Sergio was admitting he liked guys. That was a move up from Darrell.
But why didn’t he just take the next step and say he was gay? Maybe he wasn't as mature as Lance had



hoped.
“Areyou out at school?” Sergio asked, sipping his smoathie.

“Yeah. The Academy is pretty progressive. Allie and | started a GSA—you know—a Gay-Straight Alliance?
I’ve never really gotten any flak. Have you?”’

“Nothing major.” Sergio shrugged. “1 get called fag sometimes, but hey, doesn’'t everybody?’

“True,” Lance agreed. He decided to drop the bi issue for now. Maybe |I'm making too big a deal of it. He
liked Sergio—his confidence, his coolness, and how his Adam'’s apple jutted out from his throat in away
that was ridiculously sexy. Plus, he noticed that Allie and Kimiko were getting along. It would be awesome
for them to become friends, he thought, so the four of us could do stuff . . . if Sergio and | became a couple.

“What about your parents?’ Sergio asked. “Do they know?”’

“They knew before me!l” Lance laughed and Sergio laughed too, relieved that they’ d gotten over the bi
bump.

“What about your family?’ Lance asked. “Do they know about you?’

“Y eah. My blabbermouth older sis outed me. But my old man pretends like he doesn’t know, and my mom
prays I'll grow out of it. She lights novena candles, all that Latino Catholic mamadrama.”

Lance durped the last of his smoothie, trying to recall what else he'd planned to ask. “ So, um”—his voice
went up—*are you seeing anyone?’ Even though Sergio had said he was single on his page, Lance wanted to
be sure.

“Nope,” Sergio replied. “Not at the moment. Are you?”’

“Um, no,” Lance said, and glanced into his empty smoothie cup. He realized the only question he had
remaining was the Big One: asking if Sergio wanted to go on areal date.

Sergio realized it too. Should he be the one to ask Lance out? It would be hisfirst time to ask anyone out
since Zelda. Was he ready to risk rejection again? Maybe he should wait, see if Lance asked. But what if
Lance didn’t ask?

He liked Lance. The dude was undeniably a hottie, even with his sticky-outy ears; he clearly had a mind; he
wasn't stuck-up, despite going to private school; and it felt so refreshing to meet a guy his own age who was
comfortable being out.

“So...,” Sergio ventured, “ . . . do you want to go out sometime?’

Lance blinked. He hadn’t expected Sergio to be the one to ask. He took a hard swallow, suddenly having
second thoughts. Was he jumping into this too fast?

Acrossthe table, Allie nodded for him to say yes.

“Sure,” hetold Sergio. “That would be great.”



“Great,” Sergio echoed and took a breath, both excited and nervous.

They returned to talking about simple stuff like favorite foods and books, each trying to relax, until Allie
announced she needed to go—meaning that Lance had to go too.

Outside on the sidewalk, they all said good-bye and Allie took hold of Lance's arm as they walked back to
his car.

“Look at you!” she whispered. “Mr. Got-Asked-for- a-Date-by-Hot-Sweet-Guy.”

Lance forced asmile. It definitely had felt good to get asked out, but . . .

“Uh-oh,” Allie said worriedly. “What' s with the face?’

“The bi thing,” Lance said as they climbed into hiscar. “I don’t get it. He says he' s attracted to guys, he's
out at school; he asks me out on a date. And my state-of-theart gaydar is ringing, ding-ding-ding! Jackpot,

he's gay! Sowhy can’'t hejust say it?’

“l don't know.” Allie stared across the car seat. “Maybe his parents are phobes and he' s afraid they’ll find
out?’

“No, he said they know. His sister outed him.”

“Then maybe hereally ishi.”

Lance frowned. “ So where does that |eave me?’

“Going out with abi guy?’ Allie replied.

“Lucky me,” Lance mumbled and started the engine.

“But you were so excited,” Allie said sadly.

“I know, | know! Let's seeif he calls.”

“You can call too,” she encouraged him.

He backed out of the parking space, changing the subject. “Kimiko seemsreally cool. At first | wasn't sureif
shewas agirl or aguy—she's such a dude-chick with her cap and clothes. It seemed like you two got along
great.”

“Yeah, I'm so psyched she' s Japanese. | wish we could’ ve hung out longer.”

From the sidewalk outside the mall, Kimiko watched Allie and Lance drive away, wishing they could’ ve
hung out longer too.

“Way to go, dude!” She turned to Sergio and fist-bumped him. “1 overheard you ask him out.”

Sergio bumped her fist in return. “ So, what do you think of him?”’



“1 think he'sthe most perfecto guy in the world for you. He' s your age, cute, gentle, nice. . . . What do
youthink of him?”’

“I like him. I'm just not sure he gets the bi thing.”

Kimiko's mouth drooped into a pout. “But you two seem good together.”

“Yeah...Let'sseeif hecals. If not, I'll call him . . . in acouple of days.”

“What are you afraid of 7" Kimiko asked.

“I’'m not afraid. That’sjust the rule with guys. Wait two days. . . . Otherwise I'll seem too easy.”
Kimiko rolled her eyes; she' d heard his goofy theories and rules before.

“Now, asfor you, girl—" herested his arm on her shoulder “—you should phone Allie ASAP. | could feel
the mojo between you two al the way across the table.”

“Dude, she's got aboyfriend.”

“S0?" Sergio persisted. “Maybe she's bi-curious.”

“Evenif shewere...” Kimiko let out wistful breath. “ She's out of my league.”
“What're you afraid of 7" Sergio asked, mimicking her.

“Shush!” Kimiko said and play-punched his arm.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Randy Scott:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Boyfriends with Girlfriends can be good book to read. May
be it can be best activity to you.

Jose Gray:

The book untitled Boyfriends with Girlfriends contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains

the woman idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry,
you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period
of time of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or



gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have anice learn.

Danidl England:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and aso novel and Boyfriends with Girlfriends or others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more
and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping
them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Boyfriends
with Girlfriends to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Cara Shaver:

As astudent exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
Aswe know that on thistime, many waysto get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Boyfriends with Girlfriends can make you truly feel more interested
to read.
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