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How are sentences for federal, state, and local crimes determined?
Is this process fairly and justly applied to all concerned?
How have reforms affected the process over the last 25 years?

Offering a comprehensive overview of the sentencing process in the United
States, How Do Judges Decide? The Search for Fairness and Justice in
Punishment explores these questions and more. Author Cassia Spohn first
discusses the overall concept of punishment and then analyzes individual aspects
of it, including the sentencing process, the responsibility of the judge, and
disparity and discrimination in sentencing. This Second Edition offers new
information on the impact of sentencing reforms, including recent research and
case law, updated statistics in tables and figures, and new boxed highlights.

Key Features

Helps students understand patterns in the wide discretion and latitude given to●

judges when determining penalties within the framework of the U.S. judicial
system
Engages the reader with "Focus on an Issue" sections, which analyze key issues●

such as gender and sentencing (Ch.4) and the impact of race on sentencing for
drug offenses (Ch.5)
Examines sentencing reforms and their impact, providing students with up-to-●

date information on how punishment is meted out in U.S. courts.
Contains boxed excerpts in each chapter from books and articles, with a variety●

of case studies on topics such as the O.J. Simpson murder trial, judicial surveys,
and comparison of sentences in different jurisdictions by gender
Offers new material on specialty courts and the prosecutor's role in sentencing●

Concludes each chapter with discussion questions●

How Do Judges Decide? is an ideal text for upper-division undergraduate and
graduate courses on the judicial system, criminal law, and law and society.
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How are sentences for federal, state, and local crimes determined?
Is this process fairly and justly applied to all concerned?
How have reforms affected the process over the last 25 years?

Offering a comprehensive overview of the sentencing process in the United States, How Do Judges Decide?
The Search for Fairness and Justice in Punishment explores these questions and more. Author Cassia
Spohn first discusses the overall concept of punishment and then analyzes individual aspects of it, including
the sentencing process, the responsibility of the judge, and disparity and discrimination in sentencing. This
Second Edition offers new information on the impact of sentencing reforms, including recent research and
case law, updated statistics in tables and figures, and new boxed highlights.

Key Features

Helps students understand patterns in the wide discretion and latitude given to judges when determining●

penalties within the framework of the U.S. judicial system
Engages the reader with "Focus on an Issue" sections, which analyze key issues such as gender and●

sentencing (Ch.4) and the impact of race on sentencing for drug offenses (Ch.5)
Examines sentencing reforms and their impact, providing students with up-to-date information on how●

punishment is meted out in U.S. courts.
Contains boxed excerpts in each chapter from books and articles, with a variety of case studies on topics●

such as the O.J. Simpson murder trial, judicial surveys, and comparison of sentences in different
jurisdictions by gender
Offers new material on specialty courts and the prosecutor's role in sentencing●

Concludes each chapter with discussion questions●

How Do Judges Decide? is an ideal text for upper-division undergraduate and graduate courses on the
judicial system, criminal law, and law and society.
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Editorial Review

Review
"It is the most comprehensive analysis of sentencing practices in the United States in general, and of how
judges decide in particular.  It provides ample statistics of the realities of punishment and provides readers
with the conclusions from several decades of research investigating judicial discretion." (Richard D. Hartley
2009-08-04)

About the Author

Cassia C. Spohn is a Foundation Professor and Director of the School of Criminology and Criminal Justice
at Arizona State University. She is the author or coauthor of six books, including Policing and Prosecuting
Sexual Assault: Inside the Criminal Justice System, which was published in 2013. Her research interests
include prosecutorial and judicial decision making, the intersections of race, ethnicity, crime and justice, and
sexual assault case processing decisions. In 2013 she received ASU’s Award for Leading Edge Research in
the Social Sciences and was selected as a Fellow of the American Society of Criminology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brooke Jenkins:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This How Do Judges Decide?: The Search for Fairness and Justice in
Punishment book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer regarding How Do Judges Decide?: The Search for Fairness and Justice in
Punishment content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking How Do Judges
Decide?: The Search for Fairness and Justice in Punishment is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Mark Blanding:

The book untitled How Do Judges Decide?: The Search for Fairness and Justice in Punishment contain a lot
of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have
a nice examine.



Melanie Young:

This How Do Judges Decide?: The Search for Fairness and Justice in Punishment is brand-new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this How Do
Judges Decide?: The Search for Fairness and Justice in Punishment can be the light food in your case
because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Wayne Kong:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific How Do Judges Decide?: The Search for
Fairness and Justice in Punishment can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book
you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have How Do
Judges Decide?: The Search for Fairness and Justice in Punishment.
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