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Understand dog behavior to work with, not against, your K9’s instincts.

Learn how to:

Recognize and interpret your K9’s expressions, gestures and signals.●

Use operant conditioning to efficiently and humanely train K9s.●

Plan and execute effective K9 training programs for search and detection,●

patrol, remote guided camera, attack, and more.

The art and science of training police, military and other service dogs continue to
evolve as we learn more about dog behavior. In this revised edition of K9
Behavior Basics, expert dog trainers Dr. Resi Gerritsen, Ruud Haak and Simon
Prins share the essentials every trainer needs to know about these advances in K9
training. You’ll learn how to successfully implement or improve your dogs’
training programs using operant conditioning.

The authors outline key concepts in dog behavior and communication and
provide practical approaches to operant conditioning. They share proven
techniques and solid advice from their more than thirty years of specialized K9
experience. Whether you’re just starting out or are a seasoned pro staying up-to-
date, K9 Behavior Basics has something for you.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is an excellent book, and I highly recommend it to anyone who wants to understand dog training theory.
(Susan Bulanda, National Search Dog Alliance)

It is like a textbook you would have for a “Police Dog Training 101” college course. I would recommend it
to all serious police K9 trainers and handlers as a basic reference.... this book summarizes the information
pertinent to police K9 training all in one reference book. (Deborah Palman, United States Police Canine
Association)

This book is a must-read for any serious trainer. (Dr. Sophia Yin, veterinarian/animal behaviorist/author)

About the Author
Dr. Resi Gerritsen and Ruud Haak are world-renowned specialists in the field of dog work and the authors of
more than 30 titles on dog training. They serve as training directors and international judges for the
International Red Cross Federation, the United Nations, the International Rescue Dog Organization and the
Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI).

Simon Prins has won international acclaim as an innovative trainer for his work with camera, explosive
detection, and search and rescue dogs.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Introduction

The dog has been a loyal companion of humankind for thousands of years. This companionship has not
always meant a comfortable and peaceful life for the dog, however. In living together, humans took control.
From wolves (the fi rst dogs), humans selected animals with suitable traits and domesticated them.

Our dogs today have a great willingness to adapt to their circumstances and the rules of the pack, which now
includes the human family. They are a pleasant animal, able to live close to humans. From the wolf they
received qualities such as watchfulness, loyalty, and submissive behavior, which are also the source of their
popularity as pets and K9s.

In this book we meet the wolf, the domestic dog's ancestor. We become acquainted with its behavior and see
how and why this animal was domesticated. From that foundation, we take a closer look at dog behavior and
communication signals. These are fundamental to understanding how dogs play and learn, and it is important
for every K9 handler to understand these behaviors. After all, if we understand the behavior of dogs, we can
more easily raise and train them.

It is a pleasure to have a K9 as a reliable companion in service. For a successful team, the parties at both
ends of the leash must trust each other. For this trust to develop, it is essential for us to recognize and
correctly interpret the dog's expressions, gestures, and signals. In this book we explain them.



We then explain operant conditioning, a successful method of K9 training that can be used for all kinds of
special-service dogs, such as search and detection, patrol, remote guided camera, and attack dogs. We first
describe the history and development of operant conditioning training with animals and how the training
works, and then, of course, we provide practical techniques in how this method can be employed.

As a K9 handler, you are privileged to know what is going on in the dog's mind and to predict its behavior.
After reading this book, you will have a better understanding of that special animal: your K9.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ashley McKay:

The particular book K9 Behavior Basics: A Manual for Proven Success in Operational Service Dog Training
(K9 Professional Training Series) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal
to you. The book K9 Behavior Basics: A Manual for Proven Success in Operational Service Dog Training
(K9 Professional Training Series) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Robert Alleman:

Exactly why? Because this K9 Behavior Basics: A Manual for Proven Success in Operational Service Dog
Training (K9 Professional Training Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Burton Zinn:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition associated with. Even you love K9 Behavior Basics: A Manual for Proven Success in
Operational Service Dog Training (K9 Professional Training Series), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Hazel Fletcher:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family



or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like K9 Behavior Basics:
A Manual for Proven Success in Operational Service Dog Training (K9 Professional Training Series) which
is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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