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In addition to possessing the world’s largest economies, China and the United
States have extensive higher education systems comparable in size. By
juxtaposing their long and distinctive educational traditions, Palace of Ashes
offers compelling evidence that American colleges and universities are quickly
falling behind in measures such as scholarly output and the granting of doctoral
degrees in STEM fields. China, in contrast, has massed formidable economic
power in support of its universities in an attempt to create the best educational
system in the world.

Palace of Ashes argues that the overall quality of U.S. institutions of higher
learning has declined over the last three decades. Mark S. Ferrara places that
decline in a broad historical context to illustrate how the forces of globalization
are helping rapidly developing Asian nations?particularly China?transform their
major universities into serious contenders for the world’s students, faculty, and
resources.

Ferrara finds that American institutions have been harmed by many factors,
including chronic state and federal defunding, unsustainable tuition growth, the
adoption of corporate governance models, adjunctification, and the overall
decline of humanities education relative to job-related training. Ferrara concludes
with several key recommendations to help U.S. universities counter these trends
and restore the palace of American higher learning.
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In addition to possessing the world’s largest economies, China and the United States have extensive higher
education systems comparable in size. By juxtaposing their long and distinctive educational traditions,
Palace of Ashes offers compelling evidence that American colleges and universities are quickly falling
behind in measures such as scholarly output and the granting of doctoral degrees in STEM fields. China, in
contrast, has massed formidable economic power in support of its universities in an attempt to create the best
educational system in the world.

Palace of Ashes argues that the overall quality of U.S. institutions of higher learning has declined over the
last three decades. Mark S. Ferrara places that decline in a broad historical context to illustrate how the
forces of globalization are helping rapidly developing Asian nations?particularly China?transform their
major universities into serious contenders for the world’s students, faculty, and resources.

Ferrara finds that American institutions have been harmed by many factors, including chronic state and
federal defunding, unsustainable tuition growth, the adoption of corporate governance models,
adjunctification, and the overall decline of humanities education relative to job-related training. Ferrara
concludes with several key recommendations to help U.S. universities counter these trends and restore the
palace of American higher learning.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Interesting, provocative, and original. Ferrara adopts a progressive position to critique neoliberal trends
while also defending the humanities and liberal learning more generally."

(Robert A. Rhoads, University of California–Los Angeles, coauthor of China's Rising Research Universities:
A New Era of Global Ambition)

"... provocative... What makes Mark Ferrara's book intriguing is the comparative study of Chinese higher
education traditions and the current situation of Chinese universities."

(American Association of Univerity Professors)

About the Author

Mark S. Ferrara is an associate professor of English at the State University of New York. He is the author
of  Barack Obama and the Rhetoric of Hope and the coeditor of Between Noble and Humble: Cao Xueqin
and the Dream of the Red Chamber.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Smith:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Palace of Ashes: China
and the Decline of American Higher Education is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Alan Levin:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Palace of Ashes: China and the Decline
of American Higher Education, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.



Edward Knudsen:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, and soon. The Palace of Ashes: China and the Decline of American Higher Education provide
you with new experience in looking at a book.

Lou Morton:

You will get this Palace of Ashes: China and the Decline of American Higher Education by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.
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