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This is the first complete English translation of Lüshi chunqiu, compiled in 239
b. c. under the patronage of Lü Buwei, prime minister to the ruler of the state of
Qin, who was to become the first emperor of a newly unified China fifteen years
later. Lü retained a group of scholars whose aim was to encompass the world's
knowledge in one great encyclopedia; so delighted was Lü with the finished work
that he is said to have offered a fabulous prize of gold to anyone who could add
or subtract even a single word.
An exceptionally rich and comprehensive compendium, The Annals of Lü Buwei
recounts in engaging, straightforward, and readable prose the great variety of
beliefs and customs of its time. The work is one of the great monuments of
Chinese thinking, a work of originality and cohesion, inspired by a vision of a
universal empire ruled by principles that ensured harmony between man and
nature, protective of human and animal life, devoted to learning and culture,
practicing benevolence and kindness, and motivated by reason and morality.
In addition to revealing an advanced state of technical knowledge, the Annals set
forth a philosophy of government suitable to the centralized control that the Qin
state would subsequently establish. It also took into account every philosophical
trend of the day, sometimes adapting themes, sometimes combining ideas that
had not previously been associated, sometimes rejecting and refuting positions
that were in conflict with its basic vision. Because Lü aimed at
comprehensiveness, his work preserved a number of systems of thought that are
otherwise unknown or scarcely known. The Annals thus provides an essential
tool for anyone seeking to reconstruct the philosophical controversies of the third
century b. c. At the same time, Lü's compendium proclaims his independent,
highly original philosophical positions. Today, with most of the works of
classical Chinese philosophy long lost, The Annals of Lü Buwei remains
indispensable as a summa of the Chinese intellectual world of its time.
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This is the first complete English translation of Lüshi chunqiu, compiled in 239 b. c. under the patronage of
Lü Buwei, prime minister to the ruler of the state of Qin, who was to become the first emperor of a newly
unified China fifteen years later. Lü retained a group of scholars whose aim was to encompass the world's
knowledge in one great encyclopedia; so delighted was Lü with the finished work that he is said to have
offered a fabulous prize of gold to anyone who could add or subtract even a single word.
An exceptionally rich and comprehensive compendium, The Annals of Lü Buwei recounts in engaging,
straightforward, and readable prose the great variety of beliefs and customs of its time. The work is one of
the great monuments of Chinese thinking, a work of originality and cohesion, inspired by a vision of a
universal empire ruled by principles that ensured harmony between man and nature, protective of human and
animal life, devoted to learning and culture, practicing benevolence and kindness, and motivated by reason
and morality.
In addition to revealing an advanced state of technical knowledge, the Annals set forth a philosophy of
government suitable to the centralized control that the Qin state would subsequently establish. It also took
into account every philosophical trend of the day, sometimes adapting themes, sometimes combining ideas
that had not previously been associated, sometimes rejecting and refuting positions that were in conflict with
its basic vision. Because Lü aimed at comprehensiveness, his work preserved a number of systems of
thought that are otherwise unknown or scarcely known. The Annals thus provides an essential tool for
anyone seeking to reconstruct the philosophical controversies of the third century b. c. At the same time, Lü's
compendium proclaims his independent, highly original philosophical positions. Today, with most of the
works of classical Chinese philosophy long lost, The Annals of Lü Buwei remains indispensable as a summa
of the Chinese intellectual world of its time.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Knoblock (philosophy, Univ. of Miami, FL) and Riegel (Chinese, Univ. of California, Berkeley) make a
signal contribution to the translated canon of Chinese historical/philosophical works with this version of the
L shi chun qiu, the third-century B.C.E. work commissioned by Qin dynasty merchant and prime minister L
Buwei. This compendium of early Chinese thought, divided into three sections, is also a work of history, an
almanac, and a manual of state ritual. Though it was written at a time when legalism dominated the
philosophical schools in China, it is quite anti-Legalist in tone. Not only do the editors provide a highly
readable and complete translation of the work, but they also offer an annotated text in Chinese, following the
time-honored Sinological tradition. By basing their translation on Chen Qiyou's critical edition, which was
used by Taiwan's Academic Sinica for an electronic database, they allow readers to consult the full text
(www.sinica.edu.tw/ftms-bin/ftmsw3). In the book, the reader can consult the entire text, with its almanacs
and essays on history and other subjects in its distinctive Taoistic tone, as well as valuable appendixes,
including fragments and a preface to the text, affiliations reflected in each chapter, an alphabetical finding
list, and an extensive glossary. This translation is in accord with the high standards set by L when he first
commissioned this encyclopedic work. Recommended for East Asian collections in public and academic
libraries.DD.E. Perushek, Northwestern Univ. Lib., Evanston, IL
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"John Knoblock and Jeffrey Riegel have provided us with a marvelous work in this first rate annotated
translation of the complete extant text, as well as extensive notes and appendices. . . . In the past, we have
found ourselves in debt to the late John Knoblock for his Xunzi. Now we are further indebted to him and
Jefrey Riegel for this splendid scholarly work." (American Jounal of Chinese Studies)

"This book gives us the first complete English translation of the Lushi chunqiu. . . . Knoblock and Riegel aim
for a book "in convenient form that will serve the needs of the general reader while providing the scholar
with the information necessary to understand the decisions we have made in translating the text." They have
succeeded admirably. . . . Recommended for all collections on early China." (Religious Studies Review)

From the Inside Flap

This is the first complete English translation of Lüshi chunqiu, compiled in 239 b. c. under the patronage of
Lü Buwei, prime minister to the ruler of the state of Qin, who was to become the first emperor of a newly
unified China fifteen years later. Lü retained a group of scholars whose aim was to encompass the world’s
knowledge in one great encyclopedia; so delighted was Lü with the finished work that he is said to have
offered a fabulous prize of gold to anyone who could add or subtract even a single word.
An exceptionally rich and comprehensive compendium, The Annals of Lü Buwei recounts in engaging,
straightforward, and readable prose the great variety of beliefs and customs of its time. The work is one of
the great monuments of Chinese thinking, a work of originality and cohesion, inspired by a vision of a
universal empire ruled by principles that ensured harmony between man and nature, protective of human and
animal life, devoted to learning and culture, practicing benevolence and kindness, and motivated by reason
and morality.
In addition to revealing an advanced state of technical knowledge, the Annals set forth a philosophy of
government suitable to the centralized control that the Qin state would subsequently establish. It also took
into account every philosophical trend of the day, sometimes adapting themes, sometimes combining ideas



that had not previously been associated, sometimes rejecting and refuting positions that were in conflict with
its basic vision. Because Lü aimed at comprehensiveness, his work preserved a number of systems of
thought that are otherwise unknown or scarcely known. The Annals thus provides an essential tool for
anyone seeking to reconstruct the philosophical controversies of the third century b. c. At the same time,
Lü’s compendium proclaims his independent, highly original philosophical positions. Today, with most of
the works of classical Chinese philosophy long lost, The Annals of Lü Buwei remains indispensable as a
summa of the Chinese intellectual world of its time.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Dawson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Annals of Lü Buwei book as
beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jeanne Newman:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get large amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely The Annals of Lü Buwei.

Irene Carpenter:

This The Annals of Lü Buwei is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for
you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
information accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Annals of Lü Buwei
in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that
no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Robert Long:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart



and soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Annals of Lü Buwei can make you really feel more interested
to read.
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