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A former senior mujahidin figure and an ex-counter-terrorism analyst
cooperating to write a book on the history and legacy of Arab-Afghan fightersin
Afghanistan is a remarkable and improbable undertaking. Y et this is what
Mustafa Hamid, aka Abu Walid al-Masri, and Leah Farrall have achieved with
the publication of their ground-breaking work.

The result of thousands of hours of discussions over several years, The Arabs at
War in Afghanistan offers significant new insights into the history of many of
today's militant Salafi groups and movements. By revealing the real origins of the
Taliban and al-Qaeda and the jostling among the various jihadi groups, this
account not only challenges conventional wisdom, but also raises uncomfortable
guestions as to how events from this important period have been so badly

mi sconstrued.
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A former senior mujahidin figure and an ex-counter-terrorism analyst cooperating to write a book on the
history and legacy of Arab-Afghan fightersin Afghanistan is a remarkable and improbable undertaking. Y et
thisiswhat Mustafa Hamid, aka Abu Walid al-Masri, and Leah Farrall have achieved with the publication of
their ground-breaking work.

The result of thousands of hours of discussions over several years, The Arabs at War in Afghanistan offers
significant new insights into the history of many of today's militant Salafi groups and movements. By
revealing the real origins of the Taliban and al-Qaeda and the jostling among the various jihadi groups, this
account not only challenges conventional wisdom, but also rai ses uncomfortable questions as to how events
from this important period have been so badly misconstrued.
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Editorial Review
Review

"An extraordinary, fascinating document. This combination of investigation, testimony and analysis will be
essential reading for any one interested in the truth about the foreign involvement in the war against the
Soviets and the early history of al-Qaeda.” -- Jason Burke, South Asia correspondent, The Guardian, and
author of The 9/11 Wars

"Leah Farrell and Mustafa Hamid's creative dialogue provides a unique synthesis between an insider's
knowledge and a critical expert's analysis of the origins of global jihadism. Each helps the other, and both
help us, see this multi-faceted movement in new and sometimes contradictory ways." -- Barnett Rubin,
Senior Fellow and Director at the Center on International Cooperation, New Y ork University

"Thisis an incredible book. Gripping, detailed, and important, it lays bare a story that is al too often
shrouded in myth. Read it and understand the roots of a-Qaeda, 1SIS, and many of the other crisesripping
through the Middle East." -- Gregory D. Johnsen author of The Last Refuge: Yemen, Al-Qaeda, and
America's War in Arabia

"Essential reading for anyone who studies militancy in the Islamicate world. Hamid and Farrall offer a
persuasive alternative history of the foundation of al-Qaeda and the internal politics of foreign fightersinside
Afghanistan. Thisinsider account is an important document that deserves to be studied for many years to
come." -- Alex Strick van Linschoten, co-author of An Enemy We Created: The Myth of the Taliban/Al-
Qaeda Merger in Afghanistan, 1970-2010

"As Farrel's dial ogue devel ops, she extracts intriguing nuggets of information from Hamid such asthe
participation of Afghan mujaheddin fightersin the first Gulf War; the early involvement of Pakistan's spy
agency, the 1SI; divisions within the mujaheddin; and the rise of the Taliban. ... As so many questions are
being asked about what led to the rise of Islamic State, Farrell has done a commendable job in bringing us an
aternative perspective on what historians will ook back on as the defining period in crisis now enveloping
the Arab world." -- The Australian

About the Author

Mustafa Hamid was among the first Arabsto join the jihad against the Soviets, and rose to become an
influential figure, counting leading Afghan commanders and, later, senior Taliban and al-Qaeda figures
among his friends. He was eyewitness to and a participant in events that shaped not only Afghanistan's



history, but also the destiny of the Arab volunteers who joined in its liberation. After fleeing Afghanistan
after 9/11 he spent close to a decade detained in Iran and has now returned to his native Egypt.

Leah Farrall was formerly a senior counterterrorism analyst with the Australian Federal Police, before
turning to academia. Her research focuses on al-Qaeda and other jihadi groups, especially the myths
surrounding their emergence, evolution and persistence.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brent Cook:

Now aday those who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Arabs at War in
Afghanistan book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Christopher Patton:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which isinside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possihilities will not happen in you if you take The Arabs at War in Afghanistan as your daily resource
information.

John Ward:

Y ou may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Arabs at War in Afghanistan is simple
to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Medinda Walton:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Arabs at War in Afghanistan to make
your own reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about
book and reading through especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn



it. Beside that the book The Arabs at War in Afghanistan can to be your brand new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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