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The Witchcraft Sourcebook, now in its second edition, is a fascinating collection
of documents that illustrates the development of ideas about witchcraft from
ancient times to the eighteenth century. Many of the sources come from the
period between 1400 and 1750, when more than 100,000 people - most of them
women - were prosecuted for witchcraft in Europe and colonial America. During
these years the prominent stereotype of the witch as an evil magician and servant
of Satan emerged. Catholics and Protestants alike feared that the Devil and his
human confederates were destroying Christian society.

Including trial records, demonological treatises and sermons, literary texts,
narratives of demonic possession, and artistic depiction of witches, the
documents reveal how contemporaries from various periods have perceived
alleged witches and their activities. Brian P. Levack shows how notions of
witchcraft have changed over time and considers the connection between gender
and witchcraft and the nature of the witch's perceived power. This second edition
includes an extended section on the witch trials in England, Scotland and New
England, fully revised and updated introductions to the sources to include the
latest scholarship and a short bibliography at the end of each introduction to
guide students in their further reading.

The Sourcebook provides students of the history of witchcraft with a broad range
of sources, many of which have been translated into English for the first time,
with commentary and background by one of the leading scholars in the field.
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The Witchcraft Sourcebook, now in its second edition, is a fascinating collection of documents that illustrates
the development of ideas about witchcraft from ancient times to the eighteenth century. Many of the sources
come from the period between 1400 and 1750, when more than 100,000 people - most of them women -
were prosecuted for witchcraft in Europe and colonial America. During these years the prominent stereotype
of the witch as an evil magician and servant of Satan emerged. Catholics and Protestants alike feared that the
Devil and his human confederates were destroying Christian society.

Including trial records, demonological treatises and sermons, literary texts, narratives of demonic possession,
and artistic depiction of witches, the documents reveal how contemporaries from various periods have
perceived alleged witches and their activities. Brian P. Levack shows how notions of witchcraft have
changed over time and considers the connection between gender and witchcraft and the nature of the witch's
perceived power. This second edition includes an extended section on the witch trials in England, Scotland
and New England, fully revised and updated introductions to the sources to include the latest scholarship and
a short bibliography at the end of each introduction to guide students in their further reading.

The Sourcebook provides students of the history of witchcraft with a broad range of sources, many of which
have been translated into English for the first time, with commentary and background by one of the leading
scholars in the field.
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Editorial Review

Review

"To understand the history of witchcraft properly one has to read the original sources, and for this pursuit
Brian Levack has produced the very best collection on the market. Wide-ranging and judiciously chosen, this
is a volume that seasoned scholars and novice students alike will find fascinating and enlightening."

Malcolm Gaskill, University of East Anglia, UK

"This is a balanced and highly readable compilation of sources on witchcraft and the witch-hunts. The book
is balanced in its inclusion of some classical and medieval antecedents, balanced in the use of various forms
of source material (from demonological treatises, to sermons, to legal documents, to trial excerpts), and
balanced in the geographical coverage of the topic. Readers also will appreciate the extensive descriptions
and introductory notes that Levack provides to contextualize and nuance the material."

Edwin Bezzina, Memorial University of Newfoundland, Canada

"The Witchcraft Sourcebook is an exceptional resource for understanding and teaching the history of the
European witch-hunts, and a superb introduction for anyone who wants to encounter this topic directly
through the voices of early modern people. New continental European and anglophone trial records enhance
this edition, and Brian Levack’s introductory texts continue to provide a lucid explanatory framework by one
of the world’s leading scholars of the witch-hunts."

Jennifer Spinks, University of Manchester, UK

About the Author

Brian P. Levack is the John E. Green Regents Professor in History at the University of Texas at Austin. His
publications on witchcraft and demonology include The Witch-hunt in Early Modern Europe (3rd edition,
2006); Witch-hunting in Scotland: Law, Politics, and Religion (2008); and The Devil Within: Possession and
Exorcism in the Christian West (2013). He has also edited The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in Early
Modern Europe and Colonial America(2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeremy Smith:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can do this.
It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need that The Witchcraft Sourcebook to read.



Dennis Ramirez:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Witchcraft Sourcebook
book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Thomas Moore:

The reason? Because this The Witchcraft Sourcebook is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Florence Ross:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to you personally is The Witchcraft Sourcebook this reserve consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Download and Read Online The Witchcraft Sourcebook From
imusti #1BSN9KTCG2A



Read The Witchcraft Sourcebook From imusti for online ebook

The Witchcraft Sourcebook From imusti Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to
read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to
read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Witchcraft
Sourcebook From imusti books to read online.

Online The Witchcraft Sourcebook From imusti ebook PDF download

The Witchcraft Sourcebook From imusti Doc

The Witchcraft Sourcebook From imusti Mobipocket

The Witchcraft Sourcebook From imusti EPub


