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The Miami estate of Vizcaya, likeits palatial contemporaries Biltmore and San
Simeon, represents an achievement of the Gilded Age, when country houses and
their gardens were a conspicuous measure of personal wealth and power.

In Vizcaya: An American Villa and Its Makers, a celebrated architecture critic
and writer and an award-winning landscape architect explore the little-known
story of Vizcaya, an extraordinary national treasure. Witold Rybczynski and
Laurie Olin use arich collection of illustrations, historic photographs, and
narrative to document the creation of this stunning house and landscape. Vizcaya
was completed in 1916 as the winter retreat of Chicago industrialist James
Deering. The cosmopolitan bachelor, who chose Miami for its warm climate,
enlisted the guidance of artist Paul Chalfin, with whom he traveled throughout
Italy to survey houses and gardens. With the assistance of architect F. Burral
Hoffman, Jr., and garden designer Diego Suarez, the 180-acre site on Biscayne
Bay was transformed into a grand estate, complete with lagoons, canals, citrus
groves, afarm village, a yacht harbor, and a 40-room Barogue mansion.

The lure of this architectural and |andscape masterpiece, named for a Spanish
Basque province, is undeniable. John Singer Sargent planned a short visit in 1917
but stayed for several months, producing an inspired series of watercolors, many
of which are reproduced here for the first time. The book is further enriched by
archival material and by the color images of noted photographer Steven Brooke,
paying homage to Vizcaya as a lens through which readers learn about
architecture, landscape and garden design, interior decoration, and art.
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The Miami estate of Vizcaya, likeits palatia contemporaries Biltmore and San Simeon, represents an
achievement of the Gilded Age, when country houses and their gardens were a conspi cuous measure of
personal wealth and power.

In Vizcaya: An American Villa and Its Makers, a celebrated architecture critic and writer and an award-
winning landscape architect explore the little-known story of Vizcaya, an extraordinary national treasure.
Witold Rybczynski and Laurie Olin use arich collection of illustrations, historic photographs, and narrative
to document the creation of this stunning house and landscape. Vizcaya was completed in 1916 as the winter
retreat of Chicago industrialist James Deering. The cosmopolitan bachelor, who chose Miami for its warm
climate, enlisted the guidance of artist Paul Chalfin, with whom he traveled throughout Italy to survey
houses and gardens. With the assistance of architect F. Burrall Hoffman, Jr., and garden designer Diego
Suarez, the 180-acre site on Biscayne Bay was transformed into a grand estate, complete with lagoons,
canals, citrus groves, afarm village, a yacht harbor, and a 40-room Barogue mansion.

The lure of this architectural and landscape masterpiece, named for a Spanish Basque province, is
undeniable. John Singer Sargent planned a short visit in 1917 but stayed for several months, producing an
inspired series of watercolors, many of which are reproduced here for the first time. The book is further
enriched by archival material and by the color images of noted photographer Steven Brooke, paying homage
to Vizcaya as alens through which readers learn about architecture, landscape and garden design, interior
decoration, and art.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Vizcaya . . . retells and interprets the fascinating story of the great American dream made real."—Miami
Herald

"Vizcaya, long thought of as awealthy man'sfolly, has finally gotten the critical consideration it has so
richly deserved in this eminently readable book."—Architecture in Print

"Mr. Rybczynski and Mr. Olin judge the villaas they find it today and in the context of the historical process
that produced it, rather than through afilter of modernist criteria. . . . An admirable job of conveying the
history of Vizcaya."—Wall Street Journal

"On every page the authors breathe life into the plastered stone walls of the estate, and photographer Brooks
captures the sunny, light-filled ambiance of the locale in splendid photographs, many in color. Altogether the
very model of a major monograph on an important great estate. Essential."—Choice

About the Author

Witold Rybczynski is the Martin and Margy Meyerson Professor of Urbanism at the University of
Pennsylvania and the author of many books, including the award-winning biography of Frederick Law
Olmsted, A Clearing in the Distance, and the best-selling Home: A Short History of an Idea. He has written
on architecture and urbanism for the New Y ork Times, New Y orker, Slate, and New Y ork Review of Books.
Laurie Olin is Practice Professor of Landscape Architecture at the University of Pennsylvania and Principal
of the Olin Partnership, alandscape architecture firm in Philadelphia. He is the author of Across the Open
Field: Essays Drawn from English Landscapes and a coauthor of La Foce: A Garden and Landscape in
Tuscany, both published by the University of Pennsylvania Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mindy Martinez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just

watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you



can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Vizcaya: An American Villa
and Its Makers (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's see.

AmandalLara;

ThisVizcaya: An American Villaand Its Makers (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) is completely
new way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading
this Vizcaya: An American Villaand Its Makers (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there
isno in reading areserve especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't missthis! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Kevin Roark:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of Vizcaya: An American Villaand Its Makers (Penn
Studies in Landscape Architecture) can give you alot of pals because by you considering this one book you
have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn,
by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So, why hesitate? Let us have Vizcaya: An
American Villaand Its Makers (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture).

Constance Argueta:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Vizcaya: An American Villaand Its Makers (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture)
when you desired it?
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