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With her father away at war to fight Hitler, a young girl gains strength by joining
her community in battling polio in this Parents' Choice Silver Honor Book based
on the 1944 epidemic and the "Miracle of Hickory" Hospital in Hickory, North
Carolina. Ann Fay Honeycutt accepts the role of "man of the house" when her
father leaves because she wants to do her part for the war. She's doing well with
the extra responsibilities when a frightening polio epidemic strikes, crippling
many local children. Her town of Hickory responds by creating an emergency
hospital in three days. Ann Fay reads each issue of the newspaper for the latest
news of the epidemic. But soon she discovers for herself just how devastating
polio can be. As her challenges grow, so does her resourcefulness. In the face of
tragedy, Ann Fay discovers her ability to move forward. She experiences the
healing qualities of friendship and explores the depths of her own faithfulness to
those she loves—even to one she never expected to love at all.
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With her father away at war to fight Hitler, a young girl gains strength by joining her community in battling
polio in this Parents Choice Silver Honor Book based on the 1944 epidemic and the "Miracle of

Hickory" Hospital in Hickory, North Carolina. Ann Fay Honeycutt accepts the role of "man of the house"
when her father leaves because she wants to do her part for the war. She's doing well with the extra
responsibilities when a frightening polio epidemic strikes, crippling many local children. Her town of
Hickory responds by creating an emergency hospital in three days. Ann Fay reads each issue of the
newspaper for the latest news of the epidemic. But soon she discovers for herself just how devastating polio
can be. As her challenges grow, so does her resourcefulness. In the face of tragedy, Ann Fay discovers her
ability to move forward. She experiences the healing qualities of friendship and explores the depths of her
own faithfulness to those she loves—even to one she never expected to love at all.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Gr. 4-7. Thirteen-year-old Ann Fay always wanted to be just like her father, but when he gives her a pair of
overalls before going off to fight Hitler, her feelings are mixed: "Wearing britches so | could take the place
of my daddy wasn't the same as wearing them so | could climb trees." [...] Hostetter weaves her own North
Carolina community's history into heartfelt fiction, marked by an agreeable, vernacular narrative and
unobtrusive symbolism surrounding the color blue--the hue of both Ann Fay's overalls and the pesky wisteria
vine that, like grown-up responsibility made palpable, threatens to overtake her victory garden. An
incongruous structural rift mars the novel's latter half, set in the polio hospital, where the heart-tugging
family drama gives way to a programmatic story line about an obstacle-laden friendship between Ann Fay
and an African American patient. Still, the intriguing history of the illness and the powerful first-person
voice will propel readers through to the novel's deeply satisfying conclusion. Jennifer Mattson
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Review

"Theintriguing history of theillness and the powerful first-person voice will propel readers through to the
novel's deeply satisfying conclusion." --Booklist

"Chock full of life, history and character development. . . . The subject of polio isarare onein children's
fiction, and these characters and their story are worth getting to know." --Kirkus Reviews

About the Author

Joyce Moyer Hostetter isthe author of Best Friends Forever. She received a BA in early childhood
education at Lenoir Rhyne College in Hickory, North Carolina. Since then, she has continued her studies on
the graduate level in special education at the University of North Carolina, Charlotte, and art at James
Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia. She lives near Hickory.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Frye:

The experience that you get from Blue is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the
words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Blue
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in anumber of way that can
be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Blue
instantly.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Michael Counts:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authorsin this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them isthis Blue.

Jeffrey David:

That book can make you to fed relax. This particular book Blue was vibrant and of course has pictures on
there. Aswe know that book Blue has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
in your case and try to like reading that will.

David Wilkens:

Baook is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. Aswe
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring usto
around the world. Through the book Blue we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Blue. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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