Looking for Mexico: Modern Visual Culture
and National Identity

By John Mraz

LOOKINC: |

for
MEXICO DOWHIOad Ao
Read Online ©

Looking for Mexico: Modern Visual Culture and National 1dentity By John
Mraz

In Looking for Mexico, aleading historian of visual culture, John Mraz, provides
apanoramic view of Mexico's modern visual culture from the U.S. invasion of
1847 to the present. Along the way, he illuminates the powerful role of
photographs, films, illustrated magazines, and image-filled history booksin the
construction of national identity, showing how Mexicans have both made
themselves and been made with the webs of significance spun by modern media.
Central to Mraz’' s book is photography, which was distributed widely throughout
Mexico in the form of cartes-de-visite, postcards, and illustrated magazines.
Mraz analyzes the work of a broad range of photographers, including Guillermo
Kahlo, Winfield Scott, Hugo Brehme, Agustin Victor Casasola, Tina Modotti,
Manuel Alvarez Bravo, Héctor Garcia, Pedro Meyer, and the New
Photojournalists. He also examines representations of Mexico’s past in the
country’ sinfluential picture histories: popular, large-format, multivolume series
replete with thousands of photographs and an assortment of texts.

Turning to film, Mraz compares portrayals of the Mexican Revolution by
Fernando de Fuentes to the later movies of Emilio Fernandez and Gabriel
Figueroa. He considers mgjor stars of Golden Age cinema as gender archetypes
for mexicanidad, juxtaposing the charros (hacienda cowboys) embodied by
Pedro Infante, Pedro Armendériz, and Jorge Negrete with the effacing women:
the mother, Indian, and shrew as played by Sara Garcia, Dolores del Rio, and
Maria Félix. Mraz also analyzes the leading comedians of the Mexican screen,
representations of the 1968 student revolt, and depictions of FridaKahlo in films
made by Paul Leduc and Julie Taymor. Filled with more than fifty illustrations,
Looking for Mexico is an exuberant plunge into Mexico’'s national identity, its
visual culture, and the connections between the two.
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In Looking for Mexico, aleading historian of visual culture, John Mraz, provides a panoramic view of
Mexico’'s modern visual culture from the U.S. invasion of 1847 to the present. Along the way, he illuminates
the powerful role of photographs, films, illustrated magazines, and image-filled history books in the
construction of national identity, showing how Mexicans have both made themselves and been made with
the webs of significance spun by modern media. Central to Mraz' s book is photography, which was
distributed widely throughout Mexico in the form of cartes-de-visite, postcards, and illustrated magazines.
Mraz analyzes the work of a broad range of photographers, including Guillermo Kahlo, Winfield Scott,
Hugo Brehme, Agustin Victor Casasola, Tina Modotti, Manuel Alvarez Bravo, Héctor Garcia, Pedro Meyer,
and the New Photojournalists. He also examines representations of Mexico's past in the country’ s influential
picture histories: popular, large-format, multivolume series replete with thousands of photographs and an
assortment of texts.

Turning to film, Mraz compares portrayals of the Mexican Revolution by Fernando de Fuentes to the later
movies of Emilio Fernandez and Gabriel Figueroa. He considers major stars of Golden Age cinema as
gender archetypes for mexicanidad, juxtaposing the charros (hacienda cowboys) embodied by Pedro Infante,
Pedro Armendériz, and Jorge Negrete with the effacing women: the mother, Indian, and shrew as played by
Sara Garcia, Dolores del Rio, and Maria Félix. Mraz also anayzes the leading comedians of the Mexican
screen, representations of the 1968 student revolt, and depictions of Frida Kahlo in films made by Paul

Leduc and Julie Taymor. Filled with more than fifty illustrations, L ooking for Mexico is an exuberant plunge
into Mexico's national identity, itsvisual culture, and the connections between the two.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Mraz’ s book constitutes a significant step in our understanding of Mexican photography in the twentieth-
century Mexican landscape. The sections on contemporary photographers, from Hector Garciato Pedro
Meyer and from Manuel Alvarez Bravo to the rise of photojournalism in Mexico, are particularly
noteworthy.” - Juan Javier Pescador, Hispanic American Historical Review

“To paraphrase Octavio Paz, Mexican identity is constructed of distinct races and languages, as well as of
various levels of history. Mraz' s thoughtful treatment of this profound idea benefits scholars, students, and
other interested readers with its near comprehensive, but necessarily abbreviated, coverage of arich and
colorful topic.” - Charles Heath, H-Net Reviews

“Looking for Mexico represents a significant advance in the fields of visual culture and Mexican history that
should be read by all those interested in the construction of national identitiesin Latin America and beyond. .
.. Accessible, engaging, and innovative, Looking for Mexico will surely find a well-deserved place on many
undergraduate and graduate course outlines and become a standard work on the topic.”

- AmeliaM. Kiddle, The Latin Americanist

“Mraz not only displays an encyclopedic knowledge of Mexican photography; he also proposes extremely
original, insightful, and creative ways of organizing and making sense of thisvast archive. . . . Looking for
Mexico is brilliantly researched, passionately argued, and beautifully written. It will become the definitive
history of Mexican photography. No other

available book is as broad and as informed.” - Rubén Gallo, Hispanic Review

“Mraz’ s ambitious study remains of great value in providing an overview that enables the reader to make
connections across a vast terrain of photographic and cinematic practice, and will no doubt inspire further
investigation into the still underdeveloped field of Latin American visua studies.” - Pippa Oldfield, Bulletin
of Hispanic Studies

“[T]he scope, accessibility, and argument of thisimportant book make it a great choice for usein a course on
visual culture, or a more general course on modern Mexico.” - John Lear, The Americas

"John Mraz contributes new insights to a growing body of literature that examines the role of photography
and film within the "renaissance" that emerged in the aftermath of the Mexican Revolution of 1910.... [T]he
book iswritten in an easily accessible and engaging style.... Looking for Mexico brings together a
provocative array of images and image-makers." - Adriana Zavala, Visual Resources



“No oneis better qualified to present and analyze Mexico' s vast visual archive than John Mraz, and he does
so with great finesse. Drawing a broad arch from the daguerreotype to digitalization, he successfully links
the past to the present in ways that only one as knowledgeabl e as he could accomplish.”—Eric Zolov, author
of Refried Elvis: The Rise of Mexican Counterculture

“Looking for Mexico represents a significant advance in the fields of visual culture and Mexican history that
should be read by all those interested in the construction of national identitiesin Latin America and beyond. .
.. Accessible, engaging, and innovative, Looking for Mexico will surely find awell-deserved place on many
undergraduate and graduate course outlines and become a standard work on the topic.”

(AmeliaM. Kiddle The Latin Americanist)

“[T]he scope, accessibility, and argument of thisimportant book make it a great choice for usein a course on
visual culture, or amore general course on modern Mexico.”
(John Lear The Americas)

“Mraz not only displays an encyclopedic knowledge of Mexican photography; he also proposes extremely
original, insightful, and creative ways of organizing and making sense of this vast archive. . . . Looking for
Mexico is brilliantly researched, passionately argued, and beautifully written. It will become the definitive
history of Mexican photography. No other

available book is as broad and as informed.”

(Rubén Gallo Hispanic Review)

“Mraz’ s ambitious study remains of great value in providing an overview that enables the reader to make
connections across a vast terrain of photographic and cinematic practice, and will no doubt inspire further
investigation into the still underdevel oped field of Latin American visual studies.”

(Pippa Oldfield Bulletin of Hispanic Sudies)

“Mraz’ s book constitutes a significant step in our understanding of Mexican photography in the twentieth-
century Mexican landscape. The sections on contemporary photographers, from Hector Garciato Pedro
Meyer and from Manuel Alvarez Bravo to the rise of photojournalism in Mexico, are particularly
noteworthy.”

(Juan Javier Pescador Hispanic American Historical Review)

“To paraphrase Octavio Paz, Mexican identity is constructed of distinct races and languages, as well as of
various levels of history. Mraz’' s thoughtful treatment of this profound idea benefits scholars, students, and
other interested readers with its near comprehensive, but necessarily abbreviated, coverage of arich and
colorful topic.”

(Charles Heath H-Net Reviews)

"John Mraz contributes new insights to a growing body of literature that examines the role of photography
and film within the "renaissance" that emerged in the aftermath of the Mexican Revolution of 1910.... [T]he
book iswritten in an easily accessible and engaging style.... Looking for Mexico brings together a
provocative array of images and image-makers."

(Adriana Zavala Visual Resources)

From the Back Cover
"No oneis better qualified to present and analyze Mexico's vast visua archive than John Mraz, and he does
so with great finesse. Drawing a broad arch from the daguerreotype to digitalization, he successfully links



the past to the present in ways that only one as knowledgeable as he could accomplish."--Eric Zolov, author
of "Refried Elvis: The Rise of Mexican Counterculture”

About the Author

John Mraz is a Research Professor with the Instituto de Ciencias Sociales y Humanidades at Benemerita
Universidad Autonoma de Puebla, Mexico. Heis the author of Nacho Lopez, Mexican Photographer and La
Mirada Inquieta: Nuevo fotoperiodismo mexicano, 1976-1996 and a co-author of Uprooted: Bracerosin the
Hermanos Mayo Lens.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rebecca Whedler:

The experience that you get from Looking for Mexico: Modern Visual Culture and National |dentity will be
the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but L ooking for Mexico: Modern Visual Culture and
National Identity giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Looking
for Mexico: Modern Visual Culture and National Identity instantly.

Glenn Bail:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be go through. Looking for Mexico: Modern Visual Culture and National Identity can be your answer
because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

CeciliaMoore:

Beside thiskind of Looking for Mexico: Modern Visual Culture and National Identity in your phone, it may
give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got hereis fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you fedl like an outdated people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Looking for Mexico: Modern Visual Culture and National |dentity because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find
this book along with read it from today!



Vincent Johnson:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Looking for Mexico: Modern Visual Culture and National |dentity we can consider
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
Looking for Mexico: Modern Visual Culture and National Identity. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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