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When NATO took charge of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF)
for Afghanistan in 2003, ISAF conceptualized its mission largely as a
stabilization and reconstruction deployment. However, as the campaign has
evolved and the insurgency has proved to more resistant and capable, key
operational imperatives have emerged, including military support to the civilian
development effort, closer partnering with Afghan security forces, and greater
military restraint. All participating militaries have adapted, to varying extents, to
these campaign imperatives and pressures. This book analyzes these initiatives
and their outcomes by focusing on the experiences of three groups of militaries:
those of Britain, Canada, Denmark, the Netherlands, and the US, which have
faced the most intense operational and strategic pressures; Germany, who's
troops have faced the greatest political and cultural constraints; and the Afghan
National Army (ANA) and the Taliban, who have been forced to adapt to a very
different sets of circumstances.
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When NATO took charge of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) for Afghanistan in 2003,
ISAF conceptualized its mission largely as a stabilization and reconstruction deployment. However, as the
campaign has evolved and the insurgency has proved to more resistant and capable, key operational
imperatives have emerged, including military support to the civilian development effort, closer partnering
with Afghan security forces, and greater military restraint. All participating militaries have adapted, to
varying extents, to these campaign imperatives and pressures. This book analyzes these initiatives and their
outcomes by focusing on the experiences of three groups of militaries: those of Britain, Canada, Denmark,
the Netherlands, and the US, which have faced the most intense operational and strategic pressures;
Germany, who's troops have faced the greatest political and cultural constraints; and the Afghan National
Army (ANA) and the Taliban, who have been forced to adapt to a very different sets of circumstances.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Military Adaptation in Afghanistan provides an excellent encapsulation of the learning and adaptation that
have occurred over the course of that conflict. It will serve as an excellent resource for military practitioners,
historians, political scientists, and policy makers alike." (Daniel Marston, Principal, Military and Defense
Studies Program)

"In Military Adaptation and the Afghanistan War, contributing editors Theo Farrell, Frans Osinga, and James
Russell have very effectively focused a select yet diverse group of expert authors to craft a coherent and
timely analysis of tactical, operational, and strategic adaptation in Afghanistan. This is the first and only
book that examines the war in Afghanistan through the lens of adaptation across such a range of military
organizations. All security practitioners and scholars should indeed read this insightful book because it is
exceedingly salient and it highlights the grave consequences of not adapting or adapting too slowly at war."
(Colonel Robert Cassidy, author of War, Will)

"Overall, this book is the rarest of breeds, an integrated anthology of experts consistently applying a well-
designed analytical framework. From this broad collection of different authors, a number of clear and
reasonable conclusions were drawn. The writing is crisp, detailed and informed, and the editing obviously
disciplined. Both the analytical framework and its execution reveal unique insights on contemporary conflict
in general, and the character of military adaptation in complex irregular contingencies. The utility of this
volume to ongoing debates about the future utility of force and the challenge of irregular warfare is evident.
It will also be useful for NATO military leaders interested in gaining competitive advantage in future
conflicts, and anyone seeking to avoid refighting the last war. Given the breadth of issues raised about
contemporary conflict and the enormous value of the complexities of coalition warfare, this book will be
valuable for interdisciplinary students, scholars of strategic studies and international students of warfare.
Accordingly, it is highly endorsed and enthusiastically recommended for extended examination and follow-
on studies." (Frank Hoffman International Politics Reviews)

About the Author
Theo Farrell is Professor of War in the Modern World at King's College London. Frans Osinga is an Air
Commodore in the Royal Netherlands Air Force and a Professor at the Royal Netherlands Defence
Academy. James Russell is an Associate Professor at the Naval Post Graduate School, Monterey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joni Griffith:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you



read this Military Adaptation in Afghanistan (Stanford Security Studies), you are able to tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Deborah Browning:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Military Adaptation in Afghanistan (Stanford Security
Studies) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?

Lawrence Caulfield:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Military Adaptation in Afghanistan (Stanford
Security Studies) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Military
Adaptation in Afghanistan (Stanford Security Studies) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not
at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Henry Slaughter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Military Adaptation in Afghanistan
(Stanford Security Studies).
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