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The Dress Detective is the first practical guide to analysing fashion objects,
clearly demonstrating how their close analysis can enhance and enrich
interdisciplinary research. This accessible book provides readers with the tools to
uncover the hidden stories in garments, setting out a carefully developed research
methodology specific to dress, and providing easy to use checklists that guide the
reader through the process.

Beautifully illustrated, the book contains seven case studies of fashionable
Western garments — ranging from an 1820s coat to a 2004 K enzo jacket — that
articulate the methodol ogical framework for the process, illustrate the use of the
checklists, and show how evidence from the garment itself can be used to
corroborate theories of dress or fashion.

This book outlines a skillset that has, until now, typically been passed on
informally. Written in plain language, this book will give any budding fashion
historian, curator or researcher the knowledge and confidence to analyse the
material in front of them effectively.
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The Dress Detective is the first practical guide to analysing fashion objects, clearly demonstrating how their
close analysis can enhance and enrich interdisciplinary research. This accessible book provides readers with
the tools to uncover the hidden stories in garments, setting out a carefully developed research methodol ogy
specific to dress, and providing easy to use checklists that guide the reader through the process.

Beautifully illustrated, the book contains seven case studies of fashionable Western garments — ranging from
an 1820s coat to a 2004 Kenzo jacket — that articulate the methodol ogical framework for the process,
illustrate the use of the checklists, and show how evidence from the garment itself can be used to corroborate
theories of dress or fashion.

This book outlines a skillset that has, until now, typically been passed on informally. Written in plain
language, this book will give any budding fashion historian, curator or researcher the knowledge and
confidence to analyse the material in front of them effectively.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Detective work isintegral to fashion history research, yet very little has been written on how to go about it.
Ingrid Midaand Alexandra Kim fill that gap in the bookshelf with The Dress Detective ... A concise, well
organized, and extremely accessible book that deserves a place on the bookshelf of anyoneinterested in
fashion research.” ?Katy Werlin, The Fashion Historian

“The Dress Detective is a smart, accessible text that provides along-overdue methodology for examining
clothing and accessories. This book is essential for new students, but its concise framework will aso be
useful to seasoned researchers. Diverse, thorough case studies demonstrate the combination of visual
analysis, history, and theory that is crucial to fashion studies today.” ?Colleen Hill, Associate Curator, The
Museum at FIT, New York, USA

“For the first time, The Dress Detective offers a clear and systematic framework for the object-based study of
dress. Advocating a'Slow Approach to Seeing', it arms readers with the tools to learn this important research
skill while encouraging them through well-chosen case studies to measure their findings against inter-
disciplinary and theoretical writing on fashion.” ?Edwina Ehrman, Fashion Curator and Historian, UK

“Thisisthe book we have been waiting for without realizing it! The Dress Detective offers arigorous and
entirely accessible guide to examining and thinking about dress using objects as evidence. Case studies and
checklists guide the reader — specialist and non-specialist alike — to explore and articul ate garment
construction, materials, design, alterations and the nuances of wear. | have no doubt it will become a seminal
text.” 2Amy de la Haye, Joint Director of the Centre for Fashion Curation, London College of Fashion, UK

About the Author

Ingrid Mida isadress historian and curator. Responsible for the revival of the Ryerson Fashion Research
Coallection in Canada, Mida has written for various publications including Dress, Clothing Cultures, Costume
Journal, Fashion Projects, Modeconnect, Worn, and Worn Through.

Alexandra Kim is adress historian and museum professional. Kim has worked at the Ashmolean, Chertsey
Museum, and Buckinghamshire County Museum and was most recently a curator at Kensington Palace, UK.
She now combines research and writing with her work as an editor of Costume, the journal of the UK
Costume Society.

Users Review
From reader reviews:

Andrew Drake;

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Dress Detective: A Practical Guide to



Object-Based Research in Fashion will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book
make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of
best book or suitable book with you?

Kevin Santiago:

The e-book with title The Dress Detective: A Practical Guide to Object-Based Research in Fashion contains
alot of information that you can learn it. You can get alot of gain after read this book. This specific book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That
isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
inside new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Elaine Harvey:

This The Dress Detective: A Practical Guide to Object-Based Research in Fashion is great reserve for you
because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can
declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information
init. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The Dress Detective: A Practical Guide to Object-Based Research in Fashion in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So,
thisredlly is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Eva Lynch:

In thistime globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. Y ou can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. Y ou
can view that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you personally is The Dress Detective: A Practical Guide to Object-Based Research in Fashion this
publication consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer requireto explain it iseasy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all
of you.
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