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Ellis recounts the sometimes collaborative, sometimes archly antagonistic
interactions between these men, and shows us the private characters behind the
public personas: Adams, the ever-combative iconoclast, whose closest political
collaborator was hiswife, Abigail; Burr, crafty, smooth, and one of the most
despised public figures of histime for killing in aduel Alexander Hamilton,
whose audacious manner and deep economic savvy masked his humble origins;
jefferson, renowned for his eloquence, but so reclusive and taciturn that he rarely
spoke more than a few sentences in public; Madison, small, sickly, and
paralyzingly shy, yet one of the most effective debaters of his generation; and the
stiffly formal Washington, the ultimate realist, larger-than-life, and Americas
only truly indispensable figure. Ellis argues that the checks and bal ances that
permitted the infant American republic to endure were primarily intensely
personal, rooted in the interaction of |eaders with quite different values and gives
us a hew perspective on the unpredictabl e forces that shape history.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

In retrospect, it seems asif the American Revolution was inevitable. But wasit? In Founding Brothers,
Joseph J. Ellis reveals that many of those truths we hold to be self-evident were actually fiercely contested in
the early days of the republic.

Ellisfocuses on six crucial moments in the life of the new nation, including a secret dinner at which the seat
of the nation's capital was determined--in exchange for support of Hamilton's financia plan; Washington's
precedent-setting Farewell Address; and the Hamilton and Burr duel. Most interesting, perhaps, is the debate
(still dividing scholars today) over the meaning of the Revolution. In afascinating chapter on the renewed
friendship between John Adams and Thomas Jefferson at the end of their lives, Ellis points out the
fundamental differences between the Republicans, who saw the Revolution as aliberating act and hold the
Declaration of Independence most sacred, and the Federalists, who saw the revolution as a step in the
building of American nationhood and hold the Constitution most dear. Throughout the text, Ellis explains the
personal, face-to-face nature of early American politics--and notes that the members of the revolutionary
generation were conscious of the fact that they were establishing precedents on which future generations
would rely.

In Founding Brothers, Ellis (whose American Sphinx won the National Book Award for nonfiction in 1997)
has written an elegant and engaging narrative, sure to become a classic. Highly recommended. --Sunny
Delaney

From Library Journal

Having considered Thomas Jefferson in his National Book Award winner, American Sphinx, Ellis expands
his horizons to include Jefferson's "brothers,” e.g., Washington, Madison, and Burr.

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

An outstanding biographer of Jefferson (American Sphinx, 1997), Ellis takes up new linesin this exploration
of the "gestative" 1790s. He tailors six stories about political episodes that highlight afounder's character,
convictions, and actions. Ellis purposein this storytelling isto underscore how vulnerable to dissolution the
foundersfelt their creation to be, thereby explaining the controversies (such as the compromises with
davery) that to this day excite not just scholarly but general debate about what the Declaration and
Constitution achieved. For example, Ben Franklin's last public act, signing a ban-the-slave-trade petition to
the First Congressin 1790, provoked afloor argument so fierce about abolition it raised the spectre of
disunion; Washington expressed relief with Congress' resolution to do nothing and debate no more about the
matter. Ellis recounts equally fluidly and astutely such episodes as Hamilton's death; the bargain that sited
the capital on the Potomac; Washington's Farewell Address; and the germination of parties. Palpably steeped
in acareer's worth of immersion in the early republic, Ellis essays are angled, fascinating, and perfect for
genera-interest readers. Gilbert Taylor

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Christopher Clarke:

In other case, little people like to read book Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation. Y ou can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading abook. Aslong as we know about how isimportant a new book
Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou may use
it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Elsie Canada;

As people who livein typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Founding Brothers: The
Revolutionary Generation is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Bradley Roberts:

The reason why? Because this Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So, it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking way. So, still want to hold up having that book? If | had been you | will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Silvia Doucet:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. Aswe know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Founding Brothers. The Revolutionary Generation we can acquire more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book Founding Brothers:
The Revolutionary Generation. Y ou can more pleasing than now.



Download and Read Online Founding Brothers. The Revolutionary
Generation By Joseph J. Ellis#K XEGTF3Y CO02



Read Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation By Joseph
J. Ellisfor online ebook

Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation By Joseph J. Ellis Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation By Joseph J. Ellis books to read online.

Online Founding Brothers. The Revolutionary Generation By Joseph J. Ellis ebook
PDF download

Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation By Joseph J. Ellis Doc
Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation By Joseph J. Ellis M obipocket

Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation By Joseph J. Ellis EPub



