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Scholars have long thought that, following the Muslim Golden Age of the
medieval era, the Ottoman Empire grew culturally and technologically isolated,
losing interest in innovation and placing the empire on a path toward stagnation
and decline. Science among the Ottomans challenges this widely accepted
Western image of the nineteenth- and early twentieth-century Ottomans as
backward and impoverished.

In thefirst book on thistopic in English in over sixty years, Miri Shefer-

M ossensohn contends that Ottoman society and culture created afertile
environment that fostered diverse scientific activity. She demonstrates that the
Ottomans excelled in adapting the inventions of othersto their own needs and
improving them. For example, in 1877, the Ottoman Empire boasted the seventh-
longest electric telegraph system in the world; indeed, the Ottomans were among
the era’ s most advanced nations with regard to modern communication
infrastructure. To substantiate her claims about science in the empire, Shefer-

M ossensohn studies patterns of learning; state involvement in technological
activities; and Turkish- and Arabic-speaking Ottomans who produced, consumed,
and altered scientific practices. The results reveal Ottoman participation in
science to have been a dynamic force that helped sustain the six-hundred-year
empire.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The main argument of Science among the Ottomans is actually quite simple—there was such athing as
‘Ottoman Science.’” This statement entails amajor task. In order to establish the historicality of Ottoman
science, one must differentiate it from Western science and discussit on its own terms. Thisrequires a
discussion on the broader aspects of the history of science as afield and a discussion of the concept of
‘science’ itself. In addition, one should engage the question of non-western scientific traditions and, above
all, present and discuss the subject of Islamic science and its history. Shefer-Mossensohn does all the above,
and more, admirably." (Zvi Ben-Dor Benite, Professor of History, Middle Eastern, and Islamic Studies, New
Y ork University; author of The Ten Lost Tribes: A World History and The Dao of Muhammad: A Cultural
History of Muslimsin Late Imperial China; and editor of Modern Middle Eastern Jewish Thought: Writings
on |dentity, Politics, and Culture 1893-1958)

"Science among the Ottomans will fill what has been a major lacunain the history of science—namely, the
lack of a comprehensive study of the role of science and learning in Ottoman culture. Science among the
Ottomansis hot just a significant contribution to the field but a major and unique one. No other study has
attempted to place scientific learning during the Ottoman period within the wider cultural frame. Miri
Shefer-M ossensohn reflects the best of the current trends in modern historiography, applying them to the
sphere of Ottoman scientific and technological activity. The conclusions drawn are significant." (Emilie
Savage-Smith, Emeritus Professor of the History of Islamic Science, Oriental Institute, University of Oxford;
editor of Magic and Divination in Early ISlam and The Year 1000: Medical Practice at the End of the First
Millennium; and coauthor of Medieval 1slamic Medicine, Science, Tools and Magic Parts| and I, and An
Eleventh-Century Egyptian Guide to the Universe: The Book of Curiosities)

Review

"The main argument of Science among the Ottomansiis actually quite simple—there was such athing as
‘Ottoman Science.” This statement entails amajor task. In order to establish the historicality of Ottoman
science, one must differentiate it from Western science and discussit on its own terms. Thisrequires a
discussion on the broader aspects of the history of science as afield and a discussion of the concept of
‘science’ itself. In addition, one should engage the question of non-western scientific traditions and, above
all, present and discuss the subject of Islamic science and its history. Shefer-Mossensohn does all the above,
and more, admirably."

(

Zvi Ben-Dor Benite, Professor of History, Middle Eastern, and Islamic Studies, New Y ork University;
author of The Ten Lost Tribes: A World History and The Dao of Muhammad: A Cultural History of Muslims
in Late Imperial China; and editor of Modern Middle Eastern Jewish Thought:)

"Science among the Ottomans will fill what has been a major lacunain the history of science—namely, the
lack of a comprehensive study of the role of science and learning in Ottoman culture. Science among the
Ottomansis not just a significant contribution to the field but a major and unique one. No other study has
attempted to place scientific learning during the Ottoman period within the wider cultural frame. Miri



Shefer-M ossensohn reflects the best of the current trends in modern historiography, applying them to the
sphere of Ottoman scientific and technological activity. The conclusions drawn are significant."

(

Emilie Savage-Smith, Emeritus Professor of the History of Islamic Science, Oriental Institute, University of
Oxford; editor of Magic and Divination in Early Isslam and The Year 1000: Medical Practice at the End of
the First Millennium; and coauthor of Medieval Islamic Medicine,)
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Block:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become alife style. Thisreading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel.
The particular Science among the Ottomans: The Cultural Creation and Exchange of Knowledge is kind of
book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Antoinette Hagen:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But a so they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days alwaystry to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Science among
the Ottomans: The Cultural Creation and Exchange of Knowledge.

Megan Rivera:

Reading a book being new life stylein this calendar year; every people lovesto study a book. When you
study a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Science among the Ottomans: The Cultural Creation and Exchange of
Knowledge provide you with a new experience in examining a book.



Cindy Mattis:

This Science among the Ottomans: The Cultural Creation and Exchange of Knowledge is brand new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading
this Science among the Ottomans: The Cultural Creation and Exchange of Knowledge can be the light food
to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no
in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So, don't missthat! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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