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Sories of House and Home is asocial and cultural history of the massive
construction campaign that Khrushchev instituted in 1957 to resolve the housing
crisisin the Soviet Union and to provide each family its own apartment. Decent
housing was deemed the key to a healthy, productive home life, which was
essential to the realization of socialist collectivism. Drawing on archival
materials, aswell as memoirs, fiction, and the Soviet press, Christine Varga
Harris shows how the many aspects of this enormous state initiative?rom
neighborhood planning to interior design?sought to alleviate crowded,
undignified living conditions and scul pt residents into ideal Soviet citizens. She
also details how individual interests intersected with official objectivesfor Soviet
society during the Thaw, a period characterized by both liberalization and
vigilance in everyday life.

Set against the backdrop of the widespread transition from communal to one-
family living, Stories of House and Home explores the daily experiences and
aspirations of Soviet citizens who were granted new apartments and those who
continued to inhabit the old housing stock due to the chronic problems that beset
the housing program. Varga-Harris analyzes the contradictions apparent in heroic
advances and seemingly inexplicable delays in construction, model apartments
boasting modern conveniences and decrepit dwellings, happy housewarmings
and disappointing moves, and new residents and individuals requesting to
exchange old apartments. She also reveals how Soviet citizens identified with the
state and with the broader project of building socialism.
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Sories of House and Homeis asocia and cultural history of the massive construction campaign that
Khrushchev instituted in 1957 to resolve the housing crisis in the Soviet Union and to provide each family its
own apartment. Decent housing was deemed the key to a healthy, productive home life, which was essential
to the realization of socialist collectivism. Drawing on archival materials, as well as memoirs, fiction, and the
Soviet press, Christine Varga-Harris shows how the many aspects of this enormous state initiative?rom
neighborhood planning to interior design?sought to alleviate crowded, undignified living conditions and
sculpt residents into ideal Soviet citizens. She aso details how individual interests intersected with official
objectives for Soviet society during the Thaw, a period characterized by both liberalization and vigilance in
everyday life.

Set against the backdrop of the widespread transition from communal to one-family living, Sories of House
and Home explores the daily experiences and aspirations of Soviet citizens who were granted new
apartments and those who continued to inhabit the old housing stock due to the chronic problems that beset
the housing program. Varga-Harris analyzes the contradictions apparent in heroic advances and seemingly
inexplicable delaysin construction, model apartments boasting modern conveniences and decrepit dwellings,
happy housewarmings and disappointing moves, and new residents and individual s requesting to exchange
old apartments. She also reveals how Soviet citizens identified with the state and with the broader project of
building socialism.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Housing tells us agreat deal about both Soviet policy and the modernization of Soviet society during the
Khrushchev years. Stories of House and Home illuminates the linkages, real and imagined, between single-
family homes and the morals, tastes, and lifestyles of an emergent 'socialist way of life." ?2Julie Hessler,
University of Oregon, author of A Social History of Soviet Trade, 1917-1953

"Readers of Christine Varga-Harris's splendid book on Soviet apartment life during the 1950s and 1960s will
discover that it is no surprise that so many urban Russians have embraced IKEA in recent years. The desire
for an ordered, purposeful, and comfortable domesticity?all in the tight space of the single-family
apartment?was deeply embedded in the Soviet past."?Stephen V. Bittner, Sonoma State University, author of
The Many Lives of Khrushchev's Thaw: Experience and Memory in Moscow's Arbat

About the Author

Christine Varga-Harris is Assaciate Professor of History at Illinois State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Sharon Gaines;

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Stories of House and Home: Soviet
Apartment Life during the Khrushchev Y ears will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel alot more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
suited book with you?

Katherine Khan:

Often the book Stories of House and Home: Soviet Apartment Life during the Khrushchev Y ears will bring
one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the ideais very unique.
In case you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Stories of House and
Home: Soviet Apartment Life during the Khrushchev Y ears is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.



Sandra Jordon:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for
reading. Some people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Stories of House and
Home: Soviet Apartment Life during the Khrushchev Y ears or others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created
for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Stories of House and Home: Soviet Apartment Life during
the Khrushchev Y ears to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Travis Mahon:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book iswritten or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Stories of House and Home: Soviet Apartment Life during the Khrushchev Y ears
when you necessary it?
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