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The Ara Pacis Augustae, or Altar of Augustan Peace, was built to commemorate
the return to Rome of the emperor Augustus and his general Agrippa, who had
been away for many years on military campaigns. Dedicated in 9 B.C., the
monument consists of an altar and surrounding wall, both decorated with a series
of processional friezes. Art historians and archaeologists have made the Ara
Pacis one of the best-known, most-studied monuments of Augustan Rome, but
Diane Conlin's reassessment of the artistic traditions in which its sculptors
worked makes a groundbreaking contribution to this scholarship. Illustrated with
over 250 photographs, Conlin's innovative analysis demonstrates that the carvers
of the monument's large processional friezes were not Greek masters, as
previously assumed, but Italian-trained sculptors influenced by both native and
Hellenic stonecarving practices. Her systematic examination of the physical
evidence left by the sculptors themselves--the traces of tool marks, the carving of
specific details, the compositional formulas of the friezes--also incorporates an
informed understanding of the historical context in which these artists worked.

Originally published in 1997.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in
digital technology to make available again books from our distinguished backlist
that were previously out of print. These editions are published unaltered from the
original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers both
historical and cultural value.
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photographs, Conlin's innovative analysis demonstrates that the carvers of the monument's large processional
friezes were not Greek masters, as previously assumed, but Italian-trained sculptors influenced by both
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Some books are works of love, some are paeans to minutiae. Conlin, a fellow of the American Academy in
Rome, gives us both in a very detailed analysis of the long procession friezes of the Ara Pacis and its
sculptors, traditions, and style. The altar was commissioned by the Roman Senate to commemorate Augustus
Caesar's return from three years of campaigning in Spain and Gaul that established the Pax Augustus.
Modern scholarship generally concludes that the artists must have been unknown Greek masters. Conlin
documents minute tool marks and aesthetic preferences, and she believes that urban Roman artisans created
the altar. The 250 black-and-white photographs provide the opportunity to study the friezes in a detail rarely
available to anyone who is not actually crawling over the piece with a magnifying glass. This unique source,
detailed and exhaustive, is recommended for large collections on archaeology or classical art.?Mary Morgan
Smith, Northland P.L., Pittsburgh
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
The quality of Conlin s observations is outstanding, and much will be of great assistance to students of
[Roman] stone-carving."Times Literary Supplement"

Review
The quality of Conlin's observations is outstanding, and much will be of great assistance to students of stone-
carving in Augustan Rome.--Times Literary Supplement

This lavishly illustrated study represents an important contribution to our understanding of the production of
Roman sculpture."American Journal of Archaeology

[This book] will inspire others to take a second look at other Hellenizing sculptures, and actually
demonstrates what has only before been assumed.--Bryn Mawr Classical Review

[Conlin] provides an historiographic context for the Ara Pacis and allows us to see what kinds of artists were
responsible for carving it. Nothing like this has been attempted before, and the book constitutes a major
advance in the study of ancient sculpture. The photographic documentation is invaluable: most of the shots
have never been published before, and the reader feels as if he/she is seeing a familiar monument for the first
time.--C. Brian Rose, University of Cincinnati

A meticulous analysis of the sculpting of Rome's Ara Pacis Augustae. . . . Essential reading for students of
Roman art and sculpture of any period.--History: Reviews of New Books



Conlin repeatedly demonstrates how a fresh approach can tease new meanings from even an exhaustively
studied monument. . . . An advocate of 'close looking,' Conlin will inspire students to mine the surviving
visual evidence for a deeper understanding of antiquity.--Classical World

An important and intelligent contribution to our knowledge about the Ara Pacis and the practice of Roman
sculptors in general. . . . [Conlin] has taken a much needed closer look at an artistic hallmark of the Augustan
age and initiated us into one of its basic characteristics.--Classical Journal

Conlin's exceptionally observant eye looks at the hardest of facts, the material traces of sculptural facture, in
order to infer the artistic pedigree and aims of the sculptors who helped found the significant Imperial genres
of monumental architectural relief. Even if their names are permanently irrecoverable, in Conlin's work those
gifted makers gain for the first time a solidly reconstructed cultural identity: Italians, who consciously strove
to fuse inherited Republican design traditions with artisanal practices selected from the Greek East.--Ann
Kuttner, University of Pennsylvania

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Thomas:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
The Artists of the Ara Pacis: The Process of Hellenization in Roman Relief Sculpture (Studies in the History
of Greece and Rome)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion
or you have additional opinion?

Jonathan Ownby:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Artists of the Ara
Pacis: The Process of Hellenization in Roman Relief Sculpture (Studies in the History of Greece and Rome).
All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Richard Thompson:

The book The Artists of the Ara Pacis: The Process of Hellenization in Roman Relief Sculpture (Studies in



the History of Greece and Rome) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get
a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous
to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Sean Ward:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Artists of the Ara Pacis: The Process of Hellenization in Roman Relief
Sculpture (Studies in the History of Greece and Rome) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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