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On a desert island in the heart of the Galapagos archipelago, where Darwin
received his first inklings of the theory of evolution, two scientists, Peter and
Rosemary Grant, have spent twenty years proving that Darwin did not know the
strength of his own theory. For among the finches of Daphne Major, natural
selection is neither rare nor slow: it is taking place by the hour, and we can
watch.

In this dramatic story of groundbreaking scientific research, Jonathan Weiner
follows these scientists as they watch Darwin's finches and come up with a new
understanding of life itself. The Beak of the Finch is an elegantly written and
compelling masterpiece of theory and explication in the tradition of Stephen Jay
Gould.

With a new preface.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Rosemary and Peter Grant and those assisting them have spend twenty years on Daphne Major, an island in
the Galapagos studying natural selection. They recognize each individual bird on the island, when there are
four hundred at the time of the author's visit, or when there are over a thousand. They have observed about
twenty generations of finches -- continuously.
Jonathan Weiner follows these scientists as they watch Darwin's finches and come up with a new
understanding of life itself.

From Publishers Weekly
Weiner follows scientists Peter and Rosemary Grant who, for the past 20 years, have studied the continuing
evolution of the beaks of finches in the Galapagos Islands.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This is an account of Peter and Rosemary Grant's research on the microevolutionary modifications that occur
in finch beaks as they adapt to environmental changes. Analysis of data collected from 18,000 birds on a
Galapagos island over 21 years conclusively demonstrates that the pressures of natural selection are currently
altering wild populations. Also, by incorporating others' work on present-day evolutionary variations in fish,
insects, and microbes, Weiner (The Next One Hundred Years, LJ 2/1/90) challenges the concept of evolution
as a time-frozen process. Harmonized with the writings of Charles Darwin, this book provides the facts to
bring alive evolution as an ongoing process. Highly recommended for general collections, but informed
readers would do better with Peter Grant's own Ecology and Evolution of Darwin's Finches (Princeton Univ.
Pr., 1986).
Frank Reiser, Nassau Community Coll., Garden City, N.Y.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Harris:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Beak of the Finch: A
Story of Evolution in Our Time. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Thomas Smith:

This The Beak of the Finch: A Story of Evolution in Our Time book is just not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this



book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of The Beak of the Finch: A Story of Evolution in Our Time without we comprehend teach the
one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Beak of
the Finch: A Story of Evolution in Our Time can bring once you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Beak of
the Finch: A Story of Evolution in Our Time having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Albert Lightner:

This The Beak of the Finch: A Story of Evolution in Our Time is brand new way for you who has fascination
to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Beak of
the Finch: A Story of Evolution in Our Time can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read
this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Tania Hansen:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication The Beak of the Finch: A Story of Evolution in Our Time was filled in
relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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