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The Call to Social Work, Second Edition is a presentation of narrative
descriptions about the work and life of awide variety of contemporary social
workers. The book provides an in-depth understanding of why people choose
socia work, how they garner meaning from their work, and what they struggle
with as they provide needed services. Additionally, it presents more information
about the everyday practice of social work, both the challenges and the joys.
Instructors who use this book in their courses will be able to contrast their ideals
of practice with the redlities captured in each life story, while students who read
the book will be able to think about whether each story represents good practice,
or what principles they would adhere to based on their understanding of social
work.
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The Call to Social Work, Second Edition is a presentation of narrative descriptions about the work and life
of awide variety of contemporary social workers. The book provides an in-depth understanding of why
people choose social work, how they garner meaning from their work, and what they struggle with as they
provide needed services. Additionally, it presents more information about the everyday practice of social
work, both the challenges and the joys. Instructors who use this book in their courses will be able to contrast
their ideals of practice with the realities captured in each life story, while students who read the book will be
able to think about whether each story represents good practice, or what principles they would adhere to
based on their understanding of social work.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The life narratives, voices, or actual experiences contained in this book reflect the spiritual awakenings,
desires to make a difference in the quality of life, and the day-to-day realities of social workersin action.
These narratives offer contemporary insights and beg the question: Why were you called to this profession?
The passion for social justice and meaningful activities, the dedication to compassion, and the commitment
to building community connections and healing journeys are only a few of the motivational themes that
[emerge from this book]." (Paula Allen-Meares)

"The Call to Social Work: Life Stories offers what has long been needed: a large dose of crucial,
unvarnished stories about the work of social work. LeCroy has brought erudition of hands-on experience to
those who are new to the profession and to those of us who need to experience renewal of the contextsin
which we teach and practice. The stories portray personal, political, and professional struggles of vision,
courage, and sacrifice. Thisimportant book should be essential reading for anyone seeking a candid guide
that elucidates major themes that define and underlie the profession of social work." (BarbaraW. White,
Ph.D.)

"Thisis a book of narratives, of stories, of practicing social workers from a variety of fields and with a
variety of experience. These stories arerich in detail, emotion, consideration, philosophy, conflict, hope, and
determination that make up the dailiness of the lives of social workers. Professor LeCroy has done a
masterful and respectful job of recounting these narratives, and arranging them in themes that emerge not
just fromthe stories but from the very nature of social work itself. The use of story and narrativeis a kind of
evidence that we ignore or belittle at our peril. | learned more about the faces and phases of social work
reading these narratives than in thousands of pages of surveys or empirical accounts of thislife. The central
message hereisthat social work isa calling, a call to service (as Robert Coles haswritten). The words of
these social workers speak to the luminous and nearly spiritual essence of the calling. ‘I still go back to the
corething,” says one social worker. | do something that matters to somebody else, that mattersto me.
Something that has value. That is a demonstration of caring." Or, more directly, another social worker says,
‘Social work isa calling. A call to something. There is restlessness inside of you and you have the
opportunity to deal with [it]. That restlessness hasto do with injusticein the world...”" (Dennis Saleebey )

“The introduction to social work every student should get.” (SOCIAL WORK WITH GROUPS)

"The Call to Social Work is a valuable contribution to the literature because it provides a descriptive and
gualitative context to a variety of practice issues which is typically missing in most introductory textbooks.
Most of all , the reader will be impressed by the realism of the accounts." (Journal of Sociology and Social
Welfare)

About the Author

Craig Winston LeCroy, Ph.D. isaprofessor of social work at Arizona State University in the Tucson
Component, and has been teaching social work practice for 25 years. He has been published widely in the
area of children's mental health, prevention, social skills training, adolescent treatment, and program
evaluation. He is a well-known textbook author, and has co-authored one of the leading HBSE texts-Human
Behavior in the Social Environment, Fourth Edition, published by Cengage. He has written nine other books
and over 100 journal articles and book chapters.



Users Review

From reader reviews:
Martin Sanchez;

This The Call to Social Work: Life Stories book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world
isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get.
This The Call to Social Work: Life Stories without we understand teach the one who studying it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Call to Social Work: Life Stories can
bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Call to Social Work: Life Stories having great arrangement
in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Rosa Nguyen:

The Call to Social Work: Life Stories can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledgein
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Call to Socia Work: Life Stories
nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial
considering.

William Sebastian:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book The Call to Social Work: Life Stories. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Lorraine Bryant:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring usto around the world. Through the
book The Call to Social Work: Life Stories we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book The Call to Social Work: Life
Stories. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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