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The fight for gay, lesbian, and trans civil rights--the years of outrageous injustice, the early battles, the heart-
breaking defeats, and the victories beyond the dreams of the gay rights pioneers--is the most important civil
rights issue of the present day. Based on rigorous research and more than 150 interviews, The Gay
Revolution tells this unfinished story not through dry facts but through dramatic accounts of passionate
struggles, with all the sweep, depth, and intricacies only an award-winning activist, scholar, and novelist like
Lillian Faderman can evoke.

 The Gay Revolution begins in the 1950s, when law classified gays and lesbians as criminals, the psychiatric
profession saw them as mentally ill, the churches saw them as sinners, and society victimized them with
irrational hatred. Against this dark backdrop, a few brave people began to fight back, paving the way for the
revolutionary changes of the 1960s and beyond. Faderman discusses the protests in the 1960s; the counter
reaction of the 1970s and early eighties; the decimated but united community during the AIDS epidemic; and
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In the words of the eyewitnesses who were there through the most critical events, The Gay Revolution paints
a nuanced portrait of the LGBT civil rights movement. A defining account, this is the most complete and
authoritative book of its kind.
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Editorial Review

Review
"To read her is like viewing the AIDS quilt, which overwhelms the viewer with the care taken in each of its
numberless panels. Any revolutionary would be lucky to stand in a light so steady, so searching, and so
sure." (The New York Times)

“This is the history of the gay and lesbian movement that we’ve been waiting for: compulsively readable,
carefully anchored in the historical record, overflowing with riveting stories, human peculiarities and
thoughtful analysis of the messy political contradictions that dogged this untidy movement. Other books
have purported to explain how the unruly LGBT movement triumphed. The Gay Revolution succeeds.” (The
Washington Post)

“The most comprehensive history to date of America’s gay-rights movement. . . . Ms Faderman has ably
drawn the map that future historians of the struggle will use to chart their courses.” (The Economist)

“The greatest literary achievement chronicling our struggle for equal rights, human rights, liberation, and
finally, civil rights. . . . The Gay Revolution should be taught in every civil rights class in every high school
and on every campus. And everyone, all of you, should buy it and read it. I won’t ask you to do it for us, the
old ones who gave so much for so many decades (although I want to ask, but I don’t need to guilt you). I will
ask you to do it because this is the most honest, compelling history of our movement, and if you participated,
you will love remembering, and if you did not, it will inspire you to passionately rise up and get involved.”
(Robin Tyler for The Advocate)

“Stirring . . . the depth of [Faderman’s] research is breathtaking, as is her engaging style that illuminates the
individual stories of many who faced countless injustices because of their sexual identity. Her cogent
investigative style encompasses the breadth of a hidden, disparate and despised community that transformed
itself into a powerful civil-rights movement. . . . The Gay Revolution is a cogent, definitive history of the
movement and a towering achievement by Lillian Faderman. It belongs in every GLBTQ home, definitely
available in every public school library and sent to every homophobic politician in Washington.” (The
Huffington Post)

“One of queer history's founding scholars, Faderman, has written a sweeping and moving narrative that
chronicles the fight for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) citizenship rights from World
War II to the turn of the millennium. . . . this volume will deservedly become a standard in the field. . . .
highly recommended for readers interested in the 20th-century politics of sexual identity and the history of
social justice activism.” (Library Journal (starred review))

“[A] superbly researched book . . .Throughout this engaging and extremely well-documented book,
Faderman clearly shows that for the LGBT community, equality is not a completed goal. Yet the ideal of
fully integrated citizenship is closer to becoming reality than ever before. Inspiring and necessary reading for
all Americans interested in social justice.” (Kirkus Reviews (starred review))

"Faderman’s immense cultural history will give today’s LGBTQ activists both a profound appreciation of
their forebears and the motivation to carry the struggle forward." (Publishers Weekly)

“The Gay Revolution fills a yawning gap in history literature. The arrival of this new work is timely. This



passionate narrative will be recognized as a story that ennobles the human spirit and upholds the democratic
ideals at the heart of this country’s founding documents.” (David Carter, author of "Stonewall: The Riots
That Sparked the Gay Revolution")

“Lillian Faderman once again shows why she is the definitive voice for gay and lesbian history. This book is
a ‘must read’ for anyone who wants to know the stories behind the brave faces that created a new civil rights
movement.” (Brigadier General Tammy Smith)

“As gay people approach equality under the law, Faderman charts the course that brought such remarkable
change so swiftly. It’s a dynamic book that matches the power of the movement it describes.” (Cleve Jones,
founder of the NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt)

“I am large, I contain multitudes,” sang Whitman, and it’s the unprecedented compiling of multitudes of
individual stories, journeys, acts of courage, stands of defiance, failures, and advances that distinguishes
Faderman’s sweeping history of transformation.” (Evan Wolfson, pioneering advocate of same-sex marriage
and founder of Freedom to Marry)

“Faderman has crafted an epic yet remarkably intimate work that belongs among the most definitive civil
rights titles, LGBT-specific or otherwise…This book is destined to be one of the lasting contributions to the
literature of the gay rights movement.” (Booklist (starred review))

“The Gay Revolution is an extraordinarily well-documented history of how gay equality is moving toward
reality. . . . Faderman describes our collective history, which was not a homogenous effort but amazingly has
moved us toward marriage equality and social justice.” (Colonel (ret) Margarethe Cammermeyer, highest
ranking officer to challenge the military’s anti-gay policy)

“The Gay Revolution is the definitive history of the gay rights movement in America. This book will play
with your emotions as Lillian Faderman takes the reader on a roller coaster ride of the victories and sacrifice
made by the LGBT community and its allies to arrive at this point in time. This is the story of civil rights for
the 21st century!” (Reverend Troy D Perry, Founder of the LGBT Metropolitan Community Churches)

“A compelling read of a little-known part of our nation's history, and of individuals whose stories range from
heart-wrenching to inspiring to enraging to motivational.” (Chicago Tribune)

“Faderman . . . vividly brings to life the fight for LGBT rights in the United States . . . This mammoth
undertaking runs more than 800 pages, but it is highly readable, superbly researched and filled with
fascinating stories. . . . This an essential guide to the gay and lesbian movement, brought to life by a
meticulous historian who is also a natural storyteller. Discover: The fascinating people and their heroic
actions behind decades' worth of gradual change in the fight for LGBT civil rights in the United States.”
(Shelf Awareness)

“Unquestionably, a landmark book and will likely be the template by which subsequent scholarship on our
collective lesbian and gay history will be judged. . . . It’s a massive undertaking and Faderman approaches it
with diligence, tenacity and just the right touch of awe. . . . It is both mesmerizing and gutting to read this
book . . . Faderman takes us on the journey and her book will astound with the various vistas of our
collective history. . . . riveting . . . The totality of this history is amazing, frustrating, daunting stuff and
Faderman takes us on the journey with the sureness of a tour guide who has been on this path for decades–as
she has been–collecting her research, honing her individual theses, presenting her conclusions with finality. .
. . For those of us who have come of queer age post-Stonewall, it’s a record of personal experience as well as



larger history and Faderman brings it to vivid, emotional life with her many stories of individuals folded into
her monumental scholarship. A must read.” (Lambda Literary)

About the Author
Lillian Faderman is an internationally known scholar of lesbian history and literature, as well as ethnic
history and literature. Among her many honors are six Lambda Literary Awards, two American Library
Association Awards, and several lifetime achievement awards for scholarship. She is the author of The Gay
Revolution and the New York Times Notable Books, Surpassing the Love of Men and Odd Girls and Twilight
Lovers.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
The Gay Revolution

PROLOGUE

On the morning of May 26, 1948, Professor E. K. Johnston was standing at the rostrum in a University of
Missouri auditorium. The annual awards ceremony for the School of Journalism was in full swing. Best
columnist, best sports writer, best feature writer—each award winner was called up to the stage, where
Professor Johnston shook his hand and said kind and appropriate words as he bestowed a trophy of
recognition. The professor had been on the University of Missouri faculty since 1924 and was now fifty
years old, a man distinguished and comfortable in middle age, dressed formally in a light summer suit,
spectacles balanced low on the bridge of his nose.

Professor Johnston had taken a place of honor on that stage because that academic year he’d served as acting
dean of the School of Journalism. The elderly permanent dean, Frank Mott, had been on leave, and Professor
Johnston was an apt choice as his temporary replacement: E. K. Johnston was a full professor, he was much
loved and respected by students and colleagues alike,1 and he had a national reputation as a multiterm
president of a professional fraternity for those working in the relatively new discipline of the science of
newspaper advertising.2 Indeed, it was assumed by many at the University of Missouri that when the present
dean retired, Professor Johnston would be named his permanent successor.

But as Professor Johnston was fulfilling his academic duties by shaking hands and wishing the aspiring
young journalists continued success, he knew there was a warrant out for his arrest, issued by the county
prosecutor.3 He suspected too that the charge against him was commission of sodomy. But for the moment,
he wanted only to get through the awards ceremony—to fulfill his last duty of the academic year to the
students in his charge—and he did.

When the ceremony was over, Professor Johnston drove himself downtown, walked into the county
prosecutor’s office, and gave himself up. At his arraignment, he pleaded innocent. Thrown into the Boone
County jail until he could raise bail, he spent two days behind bars.4

The county prosecutor, Howard Lang, had started the investigation six months earlier. There’d been a
robbery, and a man was apprehended and brought in for questioning. It was he, Prosecutor Lang told the
newspapers, who talked about a “homosexual ring” there in Columbia, Missouri, that carried on sex orgies.
As happened often during police interrogations of homosexuals in the mid-twentieth century, police
detectives grilled the robber until he named names. One of the names was Willie Coots, a thirty-nine-year-
old gift shop employee. Coots was then brought in and was made to name more names. Each man that Willie
Coots named was dragged in for questioning and grilled. A police department secretary took down in



shorthand what each arrestee said, and she compiled a list of thirty names.5

Of all the men Coots named, the most interesting to the Columbia police, because of his prominence, was
Professor E. K. Johnston. Coots confessed that he and the professor had lived together for ten years as lovers
and for the last six years as friends. The police wanted more facts. Had he and Johnston held homosexual
parties in their shared apartment? Yes, they had. More names; other homosexuals who’d had illegal congress
with Johnston. Yes, he did remember some: just a few days earlier, there was a man named Warren
Heathman. Heathman was a thirty-five-year-old World War II veteran who had fought overseas; he’d earned
a master’s degree in agriculture from the University of Missouri and was now an instructor for the Veterans
Administration’s farm training program.

Heathman could not be found at his home address, so the Columbia police sent out an all-points bulletin for
his arrest. He was picked up by state highway patrolmen in Rolla, Missouri, about two hours away, and
locked up overnight in Jefferson City’s Cole County Jail. In the morning, patrolmen shackled him and drove
him to the jail in Columbia, and he too was grilled. This was serious business, they told him. Perjury is a
felony for which he could be incarcerated for five years. Willie Coots had mentioned a big fish: a professor
at the university. Did Heathman know E. K. Johnston? When had he last seen him? Where?

Heathman, disoriented and scared, did not take long to answer every question they threw at him. Yes, he and
Johnston engaged in homosexual activities. Yes, on an average of every other week. Yes, usually in
Johnston’s apartment. Yes, he’d been to homosexual parties not only in that same apartment but also at a
cabin near Salem, Missouri. (“Mad parties of a homosexual cabal,” the newspapers would report.6) Just as
Willie Coots had done, Heathman signed a statement implicating Johnston as the leader of the “homosexual
ring.”

Heathman and Coots both waived their preliminary hearings; they did not want to drag out their ordeal.
Because neither one was the supposed kingpin of the “homosexual ring,” their bail was set at $2,500 apiece,
$1,000 lower than Johnston’s.7 The professor, however, was not as easily intimidated. He had gone himself
to the police station and demanded to know why there was a warrant out for his arrest. When police
detectives took him into a room to interrogate him, he knew his rights. He would say nothing to his
inquisitors except “I want to talk to my lawyer.” He was permitted to call his attorney, Edwin Orr, who
advised him not to sign any statement and not to waive his preliminary hearing.

From the Boone County Jail, he contacted his half brother in Kansas City, and a friend in Sedalia, Missouri,
and borrowed money for the $3,500 bond.8 In their coverage of the story, local newspapers were sure to
name both Howard Johnston, the brother, and Fred Hildebrandt, the friend, shaming them for having aided
and abetted a homosexual.

Family newspapers within a thousand-mile radius of Columbia all seemed to pick up the story, which was
covered by the wire services of the Associated Press as well as the United Press International. The local
papers embellished their articles with sensational headlines. “Missouri Professor Held for Sodomy: Termed
Principal in Homosexual Ring” was the Pottstown (PA) Mercury headline.9 The headline in Arkansas’s
Hope Star was simply “Homosexual,” which was shocking enough all by itself in 1948.10

It was not until his temporary release from jail that Johnston learned that he’d been found guilty even before
he was tried. “In view of the nature and gravity of the charges that have been made against Professor E. K.
Johnston,” the president of the university, Frederick Middlebush, told reporters, “he has been relieved of his
duties as a member of the university.”11 Hysteria spread. The superintendent of the State Highway Patrol,
Colonel Hugh Waggoner, announced not only to the university’s board of curators but also to the media that



Johnston was only the tip of the iceberg.12

The board of curators panicked. Allen McReynolds, its president, immediately called a press conference to
promise the public, “The board will take such action as it deems necessary to protect the interests of the
university.” McReynolds added defensively that homosexuals were “a public problem, and one that ought to
be solved.”13 Missouri’s governor, Phil Donnelly, weighed in, assuring Missourians that he had ordered the
president of the board of curators to confer with State Highway Patrol officials about the homosexuals they’d
discovered and to make sure such people had no place on the university’s faculty or among the student
body.14

On November 17 Johnston stood before Judge W. M. Dinwiddie of the Boone County Circuit Court.
Johnston’s lawyer, Edwin Orr, had advised him that the prosecutor held in his hands multiple signed
statements. He must throw himself at the mercy of the court. Johnston must have struggled to resign himself
to this: How could he relinquish into perpetuity the image of the man he once was? How could he claim as
his the character of a criminal? Orr promised that he would call witnesses who would talk about Johnston’s
good character and plead for clemency. The witnesses would tell the judge there was no point in sending a
man like Johnston to jail. The ex-professor was by now emotionally and physically exhausted. He’d lost his
job, his good name, his beloved students, his entire career—even his pension. He was fifty years old. What
would he live on for the rest of his life? He had no more fight left in him. And if he did not confess to the
world of being guilty of sodomy and then throw himself at Judge Dinwiddie’s mercy, he would be locked in
jail for who knew how many years to come.

Johnston pleaded guilty and did not open his mouth again for the rest of the trial. The principal witness for
the defense was Dr. Edward Gildea, head of the Department of Psychiatry at Washington University in Saint
Louis. Asked whether E. K. Johnston would be a menace to society if he were placed on probation, the
psychiatrist said no, “though in my judgment he is a homosexual.” He was followed by a long line of
character witnesses. Each confirmed that Johnston had been widely respected and liked; that a penitentiary
sentence would not help him nor serve society; that he could be turned free without detriment to society.15

The pleas for clemency were not without effect. Judge Dinwiddie wouldn’t send the defendant to jail, he
announced. He’d put him on probation for four years. Johnston must have felt a surge of relief, even joy. But
the judge was not through. Johnston was required to post a $2,000 bond. It was his obligation to pay all court
costs. Judge Dinwiddie ordered him to report regularly to Wayne Ballard, the state probation officer. Finally,
Judge Dinwiddie concluded, “Your order of probation includes your cessation of all homosexual
practices.”16

•  •  •

There’s a Women’s Memorial at Arlington National Cemetery. It was erected in 1997 to honor the two
million women who have served in the American military, past and present. It sits on the grand four-acre
ceremonial entrance; and its elegant structure, with its lofty classical design and its arced ceiling made of
glass tablets, is worthy of the solemn site. There’s also an auditorium at the Women’s Memorial, where
ceremonies are held to recognize the outstanding achievements of female military personnel. In that
auditorium, army colonel Tammy Smith was pinned with two stars: one on each epaulet, making official her
promotion to brigadier general. A ceremony that celebrates a woman’s rise to the rank of general is certainly
rare, though not unheard of: there’d already been about fifty women generals or admirals serving in the US
military. But the auditorium of the Women’s Memorial had never yet seen quite such a ceremony as the one
that took place on August 10, 2012.17



At four o’clock, as a soloist sang “The Star Spangled Banner,” Smith, a short, slight, bespectacled woman
who’d once been a senior parachutist and an airplane jump master, marched onto the stage together with her
commanding officer, Major General Jack Stultz. Media cameras rolled and clicked. In General Stultz’s
ceremonial remarks he talked about why Smith had been promoted to her elevated position: she’d racked up
a fruit salad of medals in her distinguished twenty-six years of service in the army, which included a stint in
Afghanistan as chief of army reserve affairs. General Stultz praised “the values she epitomized” and her
ability as a leader. She is, he said, “a quiet professional who just knows how to come in and take over.”

Then the general introduced the guests of honor: first Smith’s elderly father and then her spouse and her in-
laws. Traditionally, the stars on a new general’s epaulets are pinned by the two individuals most meaningful
to that person. Smith stood at attention while her father pinned on one side and her spouse pinned on the
other. Her in-laws too had an official role in the ceremony: they were chosen to remove the colonel’s
shoulder boards from Smith’s uniform and replace them with a general’s shoulder boards. Next, father and
spouse unfurled a flag—red with a white star—which is to be flown wherever Smith will be stationed to
announce that a general is present.

There was little about this traditional ceremony that was unique—except that the spouse, Tracey Hepner, was
a woman. It was a brave act, not because Smith might be in danger of discharge or losing her new rank, but
because never before in the entire history of the US military had it been done.

Smith had told General Stultz well in advance that she wanted her wife to be part of the pinning ceremony.
“He didn’t blink an eye,” she recalled; nor did the Department of Defense. “This is your story. It’s a good
story. Don’t be afraid to tell it,” DOD officials said in encouraging her to respond to media requests for
interviews about the inclusion of her wife in her promotion ceremony. “Tell them why it’s important to have
Tracey pin your star. Tell them what it means to you.”18

What it meant, General Smith told the media, was that finally, with the repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,”
she was able to feel “full, authentic, and complete” by no longer having to keep secret who she was. She had
no desire to grandstand—to make political “coming-out” declarations. Her wife’s prominent role in the
ceremony was Smith’s clear and simple statement that “this is my family.” Since Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell has
been overturned, sexual orientation is considered a private matter by the Department of Defense. It’s a
private matter for General Smith as well—but, she said, participating with family in traditional ceremonies,
such as the pinning ceremony, is both common and expected of a leader. By including her wife, she was
doing no more and no less than what military leaders have always done at such ceremonies.

•  •  •

What long-fought battles, tragic losses, and hard-won triumphs have brought us as a country from the days
when a much-loved and gifted professor could be disgraced, thrown in jail, and hounded out of his
profession as soon as his private life was revealed, to the days when a military officer could marry the
woman she loves in broad daylight and be promoted, in a very public ceremony, to the rank of general with
her wife by her side? How does the amazing evolution in image and status of gays and lesbians, as well as
bisexual and transgender people, affect all Americans? And what remains to be done before they will truly
be first-class American citizens? These are the stories The Gay Revolution will tell.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Matthew Coleman:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Gay Revolution: The Story
of the Struggle. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Edward Payne:

This The Gay Revolution: The Story of the Struggle is great e-book for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
The Gay Revolution: The Story of the Struggle in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it
is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this
book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
which?

Randall Blake:

You may get this The Gay Revolution: The Story of the Struggle by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply
e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways
for you.

Mabel Maddux:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Gay Revolution: The Story of the Struggle can make you sense more interested
to read.
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