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What was it about Bob Marley that made him so popular in aworld dominated
by rock 'n' roll? How is it that he not only has remained the single most
successful reggae artist ever, but also has become a shining beacon of radicalism
and peace to generation after generation of fans?

The man who introduced reggae to aworldwide audience, Marley was a hero
figure in the classic, mythological sense. From immensely humble beginnings,
with talent and religious belief his only weapons, the Jamaican recording artist
applied himself with unstinting perseverance to spreading his prophetic musical
message across the globe. 1n 1980, on tour, Bob Marley and the Wailers played
to the largest audiences amusical act had ever experienced in Europe. Less than
ayear later, Marley would die, only thirty-six years old. Sales of Marley's albums
before his death were spectacular; in the years since he died, they have been
phenomenal.

Chris Salewicz, the bestselling author of Redemption Song, the classic biography
of Joe Strummer, interviewed Bob Marley in Jamaicain 1979. Now, for the first
time, in this thorough, detailed account of Marley'slife and the world in which he
grew up and which he came to dominate, Salewicz brings to life not only the
Rastafari religion and the musical scene in Jamaica, but also the spirit of the man
himself. Interviews with dozens of people who knew Marley and have never
spoken before are woven through the narrative as Salewicz seeks to explain why
Marley has become such an enigmatic and heroic figure, loved by millions all
over theworld.
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The man who introduced reggae to aworldwide audience, Marley was a hero figure in the classic,
mythological sense. From immensely humble beginnings, with talent and religious belief his only weapons,
the Jamai can recording artist applied himself with unstinting perseverance to spreading his prophetic musical
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old. Sales of Marley's albums before his death were spectacular; in the years since he died, they have been
phenomenal.

Chris Salewicz, the bestselling author of Redemption Song, the classic biography of Joe Strummer,
interviewed Bob Marley in Jamaicain 1979. Now, for thefirst time, in this thorough, detailed account of
Marley's life and the world in which he grew up and which he came to dominate, Salewicz bringsto life not
only the Rastafari religion and the musical scene in Jamaica, but also the spirit of the man himself.
Interviews with dozens of people who knew Marley and have never spoken before are woven through the
narrative as Salewicz seeks to explain why Marley has become such an enigmatic and heroic figure, loved by
millions all over the world.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The usual tropes of pop stardom attain a mythic resonance in thislively biography of the Jamaican reggae
demigod. Journalist Salewicz (Redemption Song: The Ballad of Joe Srummer) draws an earnest portrait of
Marley: his Rastafarian creed—he worshipped the Ethiopian emperor Haile Selassie—was unusually
flamboyant; his marijuana use was probably heavier than other pop stars and, per the Rasta sacrament of
spliff-fueled Bible reading, certainly more sanctimonious; his feuds with managers, escalating to flourished
pistols and beatings, were more operatic. His politics were weighty—his embroilment in Jamaican party
rivalriesin the 1970s prompted an assassination attempt—as was his canonization as an icon of black
empowerment and countercultural protest. Salewicz's profileisfull of piquant yet troubling details—Marley
was apparently present at the lynching of hiswould-be ns—and insights into the rough Jamaican
surroundings that gave Marley's music its edgy desperation and millennial fervor. He is agnostic about
whether Marley was the reincarnation of Christ—against Marley's uncanny prophecies were his adulteries
and occasional wife beating—but gushes faithfully about the music, which he calls tantalizingly world-
shaking in its scintillating essence. Salewicz's profileis as gritty, entertaining, and starry-eyed as Marley
himself. Photos. (May)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“Chris Salewicz's account of thelife of the late, great Robert Nesta Marley contains a raft of never-before
published interviews with scores of people who knew the reggae singer. Indeed, Salewicz--a respected
journalist whose Joe Strummer biography is also well worth aread--got to know Marley in 1979, and it's this
authenticity that sets the book apart from other biographies about the man and the legend. From Bob's
humble beginnings in Nine Miles to the yearsin Kingston and the fame, fortune and untimely death in 1981,
Bob Marley: The Untold Story is the definitive account of the man and the myth.” ?Steve Richards, The
Independent

“Chris Salewicz, who worked for the NME throughout the 1970s, iswell versed in the details of Marley's
ascent. What makes his book worth reading, however, is his grasp of Marley's Jamaican background.
Salewicz interviewed him in Kingston in 1979 and has clearly spent alot of time since tracking down friends
and relatives, many of whom have not been tapped before . . . [Salewicz] invades and illuminates Marley's
privacy more effectively than previous biographers.” ?Robert Sandall, The Sunday Times (London)

“Chris Salewicz's obvious knowledge . . . delivers the bulk of thisliterary epitaph on the rasta man. Those
insights help the tome along at areggae beat and, to Salewicz's credit, the reportage is evenly balanced
between pro and con, making this an enjoyable, if a times disturbing, read . . . Whatever we know of Bob
Marley'slife will always remain open to conjecture, but at the very least in Salewicz's biography, we can
take a step closer to what went on behind closed doors, in between the pleasure and pain. For Marley/ reggae
fans, thiswork will probably stand the test, whereas for the uninitiated, it will serve as a meaty introduction
to the ‘legend’ of Trench Town.” ?Teri Louise Kelly, The Independent Weekly (Australia)

About the Author

CHRIS SALEWICZ'swriting on music and popular culture has appeared in publications around the globe.
He is the author of more than a dozen books, including Redemption Song: The Ballad of Joe Strummer



(Faber, 2007).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kenneth Vargas:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you realy
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to compl ete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that
question because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this specific Bob Marley: The
Untold Story to read.

David Miller:

Here thing why this specific Bob Marley: The Untold Story are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
looking at abook is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty
asfood or not. Bob Marley: The Untold Story giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with Bob Marley: The Untold Story. It givesyou
thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or
even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe
the form of Bob Marley: The Untold Story in e-book can be your choice.

Melvin Schroeder:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Bob Marley:
The Untold Story suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled
Bob Marley: The Untold Storyis one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you
ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
understand the core of thisreserve. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Kimberly Moore:

In this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do isjust
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely Bob Marley: The Untold Story. This book that is certainly qualified
as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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