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Following up on his two recent, widely acclaimed studies of ancient Israelite
history and society, William Dever here reconstructs the practice of religion in
ancient Israel from the bottom up. Archaeological excavations reveal numerous
local and family shrines where sacrifices and other rituals were carried out.
Intrigued by this "folk religion" in all its variety and vitality, Dever writes about
ordinary people in ancient Israel and their everyday religious lives.

Did God Have a Wife? shines new light on the presence and influence of
women's cults in early Israel and their implications for our understanding of
Israel's official "Book religion." Dever pays particular attention to the goddess
Asherah, reviled by the authors of the Hebrew Bible as a foreign deity but, in the
view of many modern scholars, popularly envisioned in early Israel as the
consort of biblical Yahweh. His work also gives new prominence to women as
the custodians of Israel's folk religion.

The first book by an archaeologist on ancient Israelite religion, this fascinating
study critically reviews virtually all of the archaeological literature of the past
generation, while also bringing fresh evidence to the table. Though Dever digs
deep into the past, his discussion is extensively illustrated, unencumbered by
footnotes, and vivid with colorful insights. Meant for professional and general
audiences alike, Did God Have a Wife? is sure to spur wide and passionate
debate.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Parker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in
Ancient Israel. Try to stumble through book Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in
Ancient Israel as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside
that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

David Boggs:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and
Folk Religion in Ancient Israel to read.

Ruth Westlund:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology
and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Coleman Bailey:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become



your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get before. The Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion
in Ancient Israel giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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