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This authoritative reference covers 325 scientific instruments ranging from
antiquity to the present, and from the mundane to the highly sophisticated.
Entries explain how they work and trace their invention, development,
distribution and use. Fully illustrated and complete with bibliographies, it will be
particularly useful to students and scholars of modern science and technology.
Reflecting contemporary practice, it examines instruments used for testing and
monitoring, as well asthose used for research, and even considers a number of
widely used laboratory organisms (such as drosophila and e.coli) as instruments.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This scholarly resource is an important contribution to the literature of the history of science, providing
descriptions of many instruments that are overlooked in other books."

-"Booklist

"Thefirst reference book to address the immense historical range of instruments and also the first to consider
application, innovation, and costs. Its emphasis on twentieth-century devices and disciplines makes it
especially valuable to students and scholars of modern science and technology, and the beauty of some of the
antique instruments makes it a valuable guide for collectors, dealers, and curators."

-"The Chemical Educator

"The editors state: "This volume is intended to communicate clearly to awide audience." This goal has been
achieved, asthe work is very readable, with little specialized jargon. This encyclopedia comes highly
recommended, especially for academic/research or large public libraries. In addition, anyone who has an
interest in the subject would benefit. And the price is modest for an illustrated 700-page reference book."
-"E-Streams

"This book will be of greatest value to students of the history of science. The short bibliography at the end of
each subject is useful, and in many cases one of the reference works cited was written by the contributor...."
-"Nature

.."itishard to put down once you've started reading. It is an excellenct reference work that should find a
place on the shelves of al science and technology museums and libraries..”

-"Rittenhouse, December 1999

From the Back Cover

This authoritative work on the history of scientific instruments brings together information from hundreds of
primary sources and specialized studies in many languages. Written by 223 scientists, instrument designers,
and historians, the Encyclopedia's 327 entries cover instruments from the beginnings of scienceto the
present day and explore devices designed for cutting-edge research as well as routine testing. Each entry
explains how a device works, how it is used, who developed it, and shows what it looks like. The
Encyclopediaisthe first reference work to address the great historical range of instruments and is also the
first to consider applications, innovations, and costs. Because of its focus on 20th-century devices and
disciplines, its coverage is particularly valuable to students and scholars of modern science and technology.

About the Author

Robert Bud holds adoctorate in the History and Sociology of Science from the University of Pennsylvania,
and serves as Head of Research (Collections) at the Science Museum in London. His widespread
publications on the history of chemistry and biotechnology include Invisible Connections: Instruments,
Ingtitutions and Science (1992), and The Uses of Life: A History of Biotechnology (1993).

Deborah Warner holdsaM.A. in the History of Sciences from Harvard University, and serves as Curator of
Physical Science Collections at the National Museum of American History. Her widespread publicationsin
the history of science and scientific instrumentsinclude Alvan Clark & Sons: Artistsin Optics (1968; rev.
1996), and The Sky Explored: Celestial Cartography 1500-1800 (1979). Sheis also founder and editor of
Rittenhouse, a quarterly journal of the American instrument enterprise.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Debbie Brown:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also work as alife style. Thisreading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
truly feel happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Instruments of
Science: An Historical Encyclopedia (Garland Encyclopedias in the History of Science) iskind of reserve
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Clifford Jones:

Spent afree timeto be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Instruments of Science: An Historical
Encyclopedia (Garland Encyclopediasin the History of Science) can be very good book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Florence Hall:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usualy prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Instruments of Science: An
Historical Encyclopedia (Garland Encyclopedias in the History of Science) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as
the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly
that reading routine only for the geeky person but for al of you who wants to end up being success person.
So, for al you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Instruments of Science: An
Historical Encyclopedia (Garland Encyclopedias in the History of Science) become your own personal
Starter.

Katherine Hood:

This Instruments of Science: An Historical Encyclopedia (Garland Encyclopediasin the History of Science)
is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great
manage word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole detailsinit. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Instruments of Science: An Historical Encyclopedia



(Garland Encyclopedias in the History of Science) in your hand like having the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
small right but this reserve already do that. So, it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt this?
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