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The aim of this book is to provide the student of Japanese with a simple method
for correlating the writing and the meaning of Japanese characters in such a way
as to make them both easy to remember. It is intended not only for the beginner,
but also for the more advanced student looking for some relief from the constant
frustration of how to write the kanji and some way to systematize what he or she
already knows. The author begins with writing because - contrary to first
impressions - it is in fact the simpler of the two. He abandons the traditional
method of ordering the kanji according to their frequency of use and organizes
them according to their component parts or "primitive elements." Assigning each
of these parts a distinct meaning with its own distinct image, the student is led to
harness the powers of "imaginative memory" to learn the various combinations
that result. In addition, each kanji is given its own key word to represent the
meaning, or one of the principal meanings, of that character. These key words
provide the setting for a particular kanji's "story," whose protagonists are the
primitive elements. In this way, students are able to complete in a few short
months a task that would otherwise take years. Armed with the same skills as
Chinese or Korean students, who know the meaning and writing of the kanji but
not their pronunciation in Japanese, they are now in a much better position to
learn to read (which is treated in a separate volume).
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Editorial Review

About the Author
James W. Heisig is professor and permanent research fellow at the Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture
in Nagoya.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leta Welter:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Remembering the Kanji, Vol. 1: A Complete Course on How Not to Forget the
Meaning and Writing of Japanese Characters, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Aubrey Newsome:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Remembering the Kanji, Vol. 1: A Complete Course on How
Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing of Japanese Characters it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Beatrice Raybon:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Remembering the Kanji,
Vol. 1: A Complete Course on How Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing of Japanese Characters, you can
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur
its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.



Michael Major:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Remembering the Kanji, Vol. 1: A Complete Course on
How Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing of Japanese Characters can be the solution, oh how comes? It's
a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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