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This book explores the role of identity in adolescent foreign language learning to
provide evidence that an identity-focused approach can make a difference to
achievement in education. It uses both in-depth exploratory interviews with
language learners and a cross-sectional survey to provide a unique glimpse into
the identity dynamics that learners need to manage in their interaction with
contradictory relational contexts (e.g. teacher vs. classmates; parents vs. friends),
and that appear to impair their perceived competence and declared achievement
in language learning. Furthermore, this work presents a new model of identity
which incorporates several educational psychology theories (e.g. self-
discrepancy, sdlf-presentation, impression management), developmental theories
of adolescence and principles of foreign language teaching and learning. This
book givesriseto potentially policy-changing insights and will be of importance
to those interested in the relationship between self, identity and language
teaching and learning.
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This book explores the role of identity in adolescent foreign language learning to provide evidence that an
identity-focused approach can make a difference to achievement in education. It uses both in-depth
exploratory interviews with language learners and a cross-sectional survey to provide a unique glimpse into
the identity dynamics that learners need to manage in their interaction with contradictory relational contexts
(e.g. teacher vs. classmates; parents vs. friends), and that appear to impair their perceived competence and
declared achievement in language learning. Furthermore, this work presents anew model of identity which
incorporates severa educational psychology theories (e.g. self-discrepancy, self-presentation, impression
management), developmental theories of adolescence and principles of foreign language teaching and
learning. This book givesrise to potentially policy-changing insights and will be of importance to those
interested in the relationship between self, identity and language teaching and learning.
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Editorial Review
Review

Readers may wonder what factors drive English language learners like the participants in the book and us; do
the Romanian adolescent learners have different learning experiences from ours? In reading this book, we
were not only fascinated by the findings but also felt surprised by the fact that the study had not received the
attention it should have in the field of language learner motivation and identity research.

(Tian Xia, East China University of Political Science and Law, Chinaand Xuesong Gao, The University of
Hong Kong, Hong Kong System 51 (2015) 88-101)

Thisis acarefully researched and well-written book that will be read with much interest and profit by those
interested in the increasingly important area of identity in foreign language learning.

(Alison Mackey, Georgetown University, USA and Lancaster University, UK)

Florentina Taylor delivers, for the first time, an exploration of the identity development of adolescents
learning foreign languages. Her quadripolar model of identity provides creative and novel insight into how
and why students actively participate in learning. If you are in any way interested in the motivational factors
underlying language learning in adolescents, you owe it to yourself to read this book.

(Rob Klassen, Psychology in Education Research Centre, University of York, UK)

Florentina Taylor's study adds afresh and original perspective to the vibrant field of studies of the self in
SLA. Reading the book will not only extend readers’ understandings of adolescents multiple relationa selves
and identities, but they will also gain valuable insights into arange of related psychological issues. A bold,
intelligent and important contribution to this exciting field.

(Sarah Mercer, Universit)

About the Author

Florentina Taylor isaLecturer in Education and MA TESOL Programme Leader at the University of York,
UK. She has over 18 years teaching experience in Higher Education, EAP and EFL and has conducted
research into identity and motivation in learning and teaching English as aforeign language in Europe, as
well as the perceived relevance, motivation and uptake of Modern Foreign Languagesin the UK.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Margaret Williams:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they are still students or theitem for al peoplein



the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Self and Identity in Adolescent
Foreign Language Learning (Second Language Acquisition). All type of book isit possible to see on many
resources. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Rodney Wilson:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Self and Identity in Adolescent Foreign Language Learning (Second Language Acquisition) offer
you anew experience in reading through a book.

Lela Koehn:

Y ou can obtain this Self and Identity in Adolescent Foreign Language Learning (Second Language
Acquisition) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if
you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but also
can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal waysto get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are

still up-date. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.

Dolores Rawson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But just about any people fed that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Self and Identity in Adolescent Foreign Language
Learning (Second Language Acquisition) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Self and Identity in Adolescent Foreign Language L earning
(Second Language Acquisition) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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