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In Spirit Song: Afro-Brazilian Religious Music and Boundaries, Marc Gidal
investigates how and why a multi-faith community in southern Brazil utilizes
music to combine and segregate three Afro-Brazilian religions: Umbanda,
Quimbanda, and Batuque. Combining ethnomusicology and symbolic boundary
studies, Gidal advances a theory of musical boundary-work: the ways music
reinforces, bridges, or blurs boundaries, whether for personal, social, spiritual, or
political purposes. Gidal focuses on spirit-mediumship rituals and their musical
accompaniment, exploring how the Afro-gaucho religious community employs
music and rituals to variously promote innovation and egalitarianism in Umbanda
and Quimbanda, while it reinforces musical preservation and hierarchies in
Batuque. Religious and musical leaders carefully restrict the cosmologies,
ceremonial sequences, and sung prayers of one religion from affecting the others
so as to safeguard Batuques African heritage. Members of disenfranchised
populations view the religions as vehicles for empowerment, whether based on
race-ethnicity, gender, or religious belief; and innovations in ritual music reflect
this activism. These rituals come to life through illustrative video and audio
examples on the books companion website. The first book in English to focus on
music in Afro-Brazilian religions, Spirit Song is a landmark study that will be of
interest to ethnomusicologists, anthropologists, and religious studies scholars.
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In Spirit Song: Afro-Brazilian Religious Music and Boundaries, Marc Gidal investigates how and why a
multi-faith community in southern Brazil utilizes music to combine and segregate three Afro-Brazilian
religions: Umbanda, Quimbanda, and Batuque. Combining ethnomusicology and symbolic boundary studies,
Gidal advances a theory of musical boundary-work: the ways music reinforces, bridges, or blurs boundaries,
whether for personal, social, spiritual, or political purposes. Gidal focuses on spirit-mediumship rituals and
their musical accompaniment, exploring how the Afro-gaucho religious community employs music and
rituals to variously promote innovation and egalitarianism in Umbanda and Quimbanda, while it reinforces
musical preservation and hierarchies in Batuque. Religious and musical leaders carefully restrict the
cosmologies, ceremonial sequences, and sung prayers of one religion from affecting the others so as to
safeguard Batuques African heritage. Members of disenfranchised populations view the religions as vehicles
for empowerment, whether based on race-ethnicity, gender, or religious belief; and innovations in ritual
music reflect this activism. These rituals come to life through illustrative video and audio examples on the
books companion website. The first book in English to focus on music in Afro-Brazilian religions, Spirit
Song is a landmark study that will be of interest to ethnomusicologists, anthropologists, and religious studies
scholars.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book's rich ethnographic description and extended, expert attention to music make it a unique and
valuable contribution to the literature on Afro-Brazilian religions."--Reading Religion

About the Author

Marc Gidal, Ph.D., is Associate Professor of Music (Musicology) at Ramapo College of New Jersey. He
holds degrees in ethnomusicology and religious studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bridget Carter:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for people. The book Spirit Song: Afro-Brazilian Religious Music and
Boundaries has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Spirit Song: Afro-Brazilian Religious Music and
Boundaries is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when
you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
together with the book Spirit Song: Afro-Brazilian Religious Music and Boundaries. You never feel lose out
for everything should you read some books.

Jennifer Jones:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Spirit Song: Afro-Brazilian Religious Music and Boundaries, you could tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
publication.



David Mathews:

The reserve with title Spirit Song: Afro-Brazilian Religious Music and Boundaries includes a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book
exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Estella Pierre:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read will be Spirit Song: Afro-Brazilian Religious Music and Boundaries.
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