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First-person narratives are a fundamental tool of the qualitative researcher. This
volume provides specific suggestions and guidelines for preparing and executing
a life story interview. Robert Atkinson places the life story interview into a wider
research context before elaborating on planning and then conducting the
interview. Finally, the book deals with the issues of transcribing and interpreting
the interview. The author provides a sample life story interview in the appendix.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Robert Atkinson (Ph.D., Interdisciplinary Studies in Human Development, University of Pennsylvania) has
been on the faculty of the College of Education and Human Development at the University of Southern
Maine since 1987. His primary areas of teaching and scholarship are cross-cultural human development,
multiple identities, culture, diversity, and consciousness, adolescent development, adulthood and
psychospiritual development, and life stories, personal mythmaking, and storytelling. He is the director of
the Center for the Study of Lives at USM, which has a growing archive of over 400 life stories, and recently
served a two-year appointment (2002-2004) as the first Diversity Scholar for CEHD. In fall 2002, he was a
faculty member in the Semester at Sea program of the University of Pittsburgh. He is the author, co-author,
or editor of six books, including: The Beat of My Drum: An Autobiography, with Babatunde Olatunji
(Temple University Press, 2005); The Life Story Interview (Sage, 1998); The Gift of Stories: Practical and
Spiritual Applications of Autobiography, Life Stories, and Personal Mythmaking ( Greenwood, 1995); and,
The Teenage World: Adolescent Self-Image in Ten Countries (Plenum, 1988). He has written over two
dozen articles and essays for various magazines, journals, and reference works.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesse Valles:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Life Story Interview (Qualitative
Research Methods) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Annie Adcock:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Life Story Interview (Qualitative Research Methods) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The The Life Story Interview (Qualitative Research Methods) giving
you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your
better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?



Helen Williams:

Beside that The Life Story Interview (Qualitative Research Methods) in your phone, it might give you a way
to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing
to have The Life Story Interview (Qualitative Research Methods) because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Patricia Trevino:

This The Life Story Interview (Qualitative Research Methods) is brand new way for you who has interest to
look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Life Story
Interview (Qualitative Research Methods) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside
that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life and knowledge.
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