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The first publication to outline the complex global story of human migration and
dispersal throughout the whole of human prehistory. Utilizing archaeological,
linguistic and biological evidence, Peter Bellwood traces the journeys of the
earliest hunter-gatherer and agriculturalist migrants as critical elements in the
evolution of human lifeways.

The first volume to chart global human migration and population dispersal●

throughout the whole of human prehistory, in all regions of the world
An archaeological odyssey that details the initial spread of early humans out of●

Africa approximately two million years ago, through the Ice Ages, and down to
the continental and island migrations of agricultural populations within the past
10,000 years
Employs archaeological, linguistic and biological evidence to demonstrate how●

migration has always been a vital and complex element in explaining the
evolution of the human species
Outlines how significant migrations have affected population diversity in every●

region of the world
Clarifies the importance of the development of agriculture as a migratory●

imperative in later prehistory
Fully referenced with detailed maps throughout●
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Editorial Review

Review

“In sum, First Migrantsis a commendable effort to synthesize a growing body of literature on the subject and
will serve as a useful and much needed text for courses on the subject. For those generally unfamiliar with
different parts of the world and why people moved to and fro, Bellwood has offered an attractive resource
and one which should prove useful in that regard for years to come.”  (American Antiquity, 1 July 2014)

“This is a significant contribution to our understanding of world archaeology.”  (Antiquity, 1 June 2014)

Review

“Bellwood rebalances our understanding of cultural evolution to show colonization and immigration as
prime movers in spreading languages, religions and people, and in generating the diversity of ancient
societies’ material cultures.”
Norman Hammond, Boston University

“Peter Bellwood has given us a monumental, invaluable, thoughtful survey of human migration, around the
whole world, from 2 million years ago until modern times.” 
Jared Diamond, University of California, Los Angeles

From the Back Cover

Peter Bellwood’s global perspective on human migration offers an unprecedented view of the evolution of
human lifeways. Charting the fascinating story of human migration throughout prehistory, the author takes
the reader on an archaeological odyssey from humanity’s origins in Africa two million years ago, through the
challenges and dislocations of the Ice Ages, to the continental migrations of agricultural peoples within the
last 10,000 years.

Drawing on a wide variety of data from archaeology, evolutionary biology, human genetics, and comparative
linguistics, the book’s central argument posits that migration has always been a fundamental imperative in
human affairs. Bellwood argues that human diversity is not just the result of purely local processes, but that
significant migrations have always occurred, and identifies the development of agriculture as a critical
element in recent human prehistory. The analysis provided in these pages is informed by the latest research
and is well-illustrated with detailed maps.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sara Otoole:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a



go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called First Migrants:
Ancient Migration in Global Perspective? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have different opinion?

Patrick Perkins:

This First Migrants: Ancient Migration in Global Perspective book is not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
That First Migrants: Ancient Migration in Global Perspective without we understand teach the one who
examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry First Migrants: Ancient
Migration in Global Perspective can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This First Migrants: Ancient
Migration in Global Perspective having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

David Perrin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book First Migrants: Ancient Migration in Global Perspective it is very
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Russell Fielder:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book First Migrants: Ancient Migration in Global
Perspective to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book
and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it.
Beside that the guide First Migrants: Ancient Migration in Global Perspective can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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