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'In his beautifully balanced, clear and broad-ranging account of a fast-changing
field, Paul Hodkinson has successfully brought together myriad perspectives with
which to critically analyse today's media culture and media society' - Sonia
Livingstone, Professor of Media & communication, LSE

Clearly organized, systematic and combining a critical survey of the field with a
finely judged assessment of cutting edge developments, this book provides a
'must have' contribution to media and communication studies.

The text is organized into three distinctive parts, which fall neatly into research
and teaching requirements: Elements of the Media (which covers media
technologies, the organization of the media industry, media content and media
users); Media, Power and Control (which addresses questions of the media and
manipulation, the construction of news, public service broadcasting, censorship,
commercialization); and Media, Identity and Culture (which covers issues of the
media and ethnicity, gender, subcultures, audiences and fans).

The book is notable for:
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• Logical and coherent organization

• Clarity of expression

• Use of relevant examples

• Fair minded criticism

• Zestful powers of analysis

It has all of the qualities to be adopted as core introductory text in the large and
buoyant field of media and communication studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
In his beautifully balanced, clear and broad-ranging account of a fast-changing field, Paul Hodkinson has
successfully brought together myriad perspectives with which to critically analyse today's media culture and
media society
Sonia Livingstone
Professor of Media and Communication, LSE

Introductory texts are notoriously difficult to write; they have to be accessible, engaging, well organised and
well written. Hodkinson has succeeded in writing a book which makes a distinctive and engaging
contribution to the literature; it is a work which combines scholarship and imagination. The book is carefully
organised and sets an agenda which will be useful to students in a wide variety of contexts. It manages to
combine traditional approaches to understanding the media with new and emergent issues and areas.
Contemporary examples and illustrations are used throughout to ensure that general analysis is always
embedded in particular case studies and each section is rounded off with a summary conclusion which allows
students to reflect on their reading. The book is fully supported by key references and succeeds in providing
an introduction to which students will return throughout their studies
Tim O'Sullivan
Professor of Media, Film and Journalism, De Montfort University

Written clearly and accessibly, Media, Culture and Society offers a solid grounding in key theories and
debates. From media technologies through to audience communities, Hodkinson is always a sure-footed
guide
Matt Hills
Cardiff University

"The book addresses complex theories and issues of power, control and representation, but does so in a style
that is accessible without being simplistic...The text would be useful in media seminars at various levels." -
Pete Bicak, Rockhurst University (Pete Bicak Communication Research Trends 2012-03-31)

About the Author
Paul Hodkinson is a sociologist whose work is focused upon youth cultures, online communications and on
the relationships between media and cultural identities. He has conducted extensive research on goth
subculture and is author of Goth. Identity, Style and Subculture (2002, Oxford: Berg). He is also co-editor of
Youth Cultures: Scenes, Subcultures and Tribes (2007, London: Routledge).

He is currently researching young people's use of online communications - notably through social
networking sites. He is based in the Department of Sociology at the University of Surrey. He joined the
department of sociology in August 2003. He was previously Senior Lecturer in Media Studies at University



College Northampton and prior to that, he studied at the University of Birmingham at undergraduate and
postgraduate level.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Mattox:

Here thing why that Media, Culture and Society: An Introduction are different and reliable to be yours. First
of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Media, Culture and Society: An Introduction giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Media,
Culture and Society: An Introduction. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Media, Culture and Society: An Introduction in
e-book can be your alternative.

Willie Randolph:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Media, Culture and Society:
An Introduction book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Maria Kim:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
Media, Culture and Society: An Introduction.

Cynthia Harvell:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education



books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Media, Culture and Society: An Introduction will give you new experience in reading
through a book.
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