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Francis Fukuyama famously predicted "the end of history" with the ascendancy
of liberal democracy and global capitalism. The topic of his latest book is,
therefore, surprising: the building of new nation-states.

The end of history was never an automatic procedure, Fukuyama argues, and the
well-governed polity was always its necessary precondition. "Weak or failed
states are the source of many of the world's most serious problems," he believes.
He traces what we know?and more often don't know?about how to transfer
functioning public institutions to developing countries in ways that will leave
something of permanent benefit to the citizens of the countries concerned. These
are important lessons, especially as the United States wrestles with its
responsibilities in Afghanistan, Iraq, and beyond.

Fukuyama begins State-Building with an account of the broad importance of
"stateness." He rejects the notion that there can be a science of public
administration, and discusses the causes of contemporary state weakness. He
ends the book with a discussion of the consequences of weak states for
international order, and the grounds on which the international community may
legitimately intervene to prop them up.
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The end of history was never an automatic procedure, Fukuyama argues, and the well-governed polity was
always its necessary precondition. "Weak or failed states are the source of many of the world's most serious
problems," he believes. He traces what we know?and more often don't know?about how to transfer
functioning public institutions to developing countries in ways that will leave something of permanent
benefit to the citizens of the countries concerned. These are important lessons, especially as the United States
wrestles with its responsibilities in Afghanistan, Iraq, and beyond.

Fukuyama begins State-Building with an account of the broad importance of "stateness." He rejects the
notion that there can be a science of public administration, and discusses the causes of contemporary state
weakness. He ends the book with a discussion of the consequences of weak states for international order, and
the grounds on which the international community may legitimately intervene to prop them up.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This slim volume, derived from lectures Fukuyama presented at Cornell in 2003, picks up one of the loose
threads from his decade-old The End of History and the Last Man. He asserts that the lack of "organizational
tradition" in "failed or weak" nations such as Afghanistan and Haiti represents the greatest threat to an
orderly world. He argues that the United States, and the West in general, after rightly intervening in such
states either militarily or economically (most often through the IMF or World Bank), have failed to transfer
institutional and public- and private-sector know-how to needy countries. The goal is to "create self-
sustaining state institutions that can survive the withdrawal of outside intervention," though Fukuyama
acknowledges that the developed world has failed, setting people up for "large disappointments." The author
quickly surveys other recent theories-Sen, Kagan, Huntington-and concludes that the answer lies in
providing states with internal organizational structure and, above all, with a culture that enables strong
leaders and government institutions to enforce capitalist and free-market values. Since he sees the
"international community" represented by the United Nations as a myth because it lacks a military, the
mantle of leadership must be worn by the U.S., at great risk to itself. While Fukuyama's ideas will no doubt
be much discussed, parts of this book are too technical to appeal to a broad readership.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"Fukuyama is a wonderful synthesizer of grand subjects, an adventurer who doesn't mind summing up the
history of development theory in one chapter and the history of organizational theory in the next. He pulls
this off with minimal resort to jargon, and he pulls the reader along with him."?Washington Post Book World

"Fukuyama asserts that the lack of 'organizational tradition' in 'failed or weak' nations such as Afghanistan
and Haiti represents the greatest threat to an orderly world. He argues that the United States, and the West in
general, after rightly intervening in such states either militarily or economically (most often through the IMF
or World Bank), have failed to transfer institutional and public- and private-sector know-how to needy
countries. . . . Since he sees the 'international community' represented by the United Nations as a myth
because it lacks a military, the mantle of leadership must be worn by the U.S., at great risk to itself. . . .
Fukuyama's ideas will no doubt be much discussed."?Publishers Weekly

"Fukuyama persuasively argues that the great problems of our day?'from poverty to AIDS to drugs to
terrorism'?result not from excesses of the state but from its persistent weakness or utter failure in many
countries. . . .' State collapse or weakness had already created major humanitarian and human rights disasters
during the 1990s in Somalia, Haiti, Cambodia, Bosnia, Kosovo, and East Timor.' Americans once could
believe that such disasters would affect us only to the degree that we chose to help out by sending cash or
peacekeepers. But 9/11, of course, showed that even a rich and powerful country remains vulnerable to
catastrophes brewed in distant, troubled lands."?Baltimore Sun



"This is a very useful, intelligent, and short book by Francis Fukuyama, a leading political thinker. It
examines a central issue in the age of terrorism: the perils (and sometimes necessities) of 'state-building' in
weakened failed states. One hopes it will become a must-read for State Department policymakers."?National
Review

"It's not often that the words 'visionary' and 'practical' can be applied to the same work. Here they're perfect
descriptions. For an era where state building has come to the top of the global agenda, this book provides
expert guidance about why it's important and how it might be catalyzed."?Robert Klitgaard, Dean and Ford
Distinguished Professor of International Development and Security, The Pardee RAND Graduate School

"State-Building explores with brutal frankness the greatest challenge of our age: how to cope with failed or
failing states. Francis Fukuyama's cross-cultural analysis takes the reader on an enlightened journey into the
dilemmas of institution-building in weak polities. Fukuyama masterfully highlights the need for America to
engage in the arts of state-building to avoid making things worse."?Chester Crocker, James R. Schlesinger
Professor of Strategic Studies, Walsh School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University

"This is a brilliant, sober, insightful look at a difficult issue which happens to be the central issue of our time.
For the Bush administration and for its critics, and for leaders and policy-makers across the globe, Francis
Fukuyama's analysis should be required reading."?Robert Kagan, Senior Associate, Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace

"This book is truly superb. It is exciting to read and has a message of great importance: The current
knowledge about the state and nation-building is lacking on several crucial points, some of which can be
amended. In particular, it is crucial to draw a sharp line between the scope and the strength of a state. I
predict that this book will turn out to be even more important than Francis Fukuyama's other
writings."?Richard Swedberg, Cornell University

"Francis Fukuyama is a leading analyst of contemporary affairs who has made insightful and distinctive
contributions to our understanding of the social and political complexities of today's world."?Samuel P.
Huntington, Chairman, Harvard Academy for International and Area Studies, and Albert J. Weatherhead III
University Professor, Harvard University

From the Publisher
"This is a brilliant, sober, insightful look at a difficult issue which happens to be the central issue of our time.
For the Bush administration and for its critics, and for leaders and policy-makers across the globe, Francis



Fukuyama’s analysis should be required reading."—Robert Kagan, Senior Associate, Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Poppe:

The knowledge that you get from State-Building: Governance and World Order in the 21st Century may be
the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but State-Building: Governance and World Order in
the 21st Century giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can
be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind
of State-Building: Governance and World Order in the 21st Century instantly.

Robert Fox:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this State-Building: Governance and World Order in the 21st Century.

William Sanchez:

State-Building: Governance and World Order in the 21st Century can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing State-Building: Governance and World Order in the 21st Century yet doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This
great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Teresa Obannon:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book State-Building: Governance and World Order in
the 21st Century to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the



sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and
study it. Beside that the book State-Building: Governance and World Order in the 21st Century can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this
time.
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