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The Japanese sword combines unbreakability, rigidity, and lethal cutting power,
and it is in the resolution of these conflicting practical requirements that it
emerges as a triumph of the forger's art. The mystique of the sword lingers on in
our age of mechanized combat, but the aesthetic qualities for which swords are
most valued by collectors today-the liveliness of the metal "skin," the confidence
in every aspect of the design, the scrolling temper-line, the almost buoyant
lightness of the hilt when the blade is held in the hand-all derive from what the
Japanese sword demanded as a symbol of strength and as a weapon. As an
instrument of clear persuasion, no other blade anywhere has ever been its equal.

This volume, containing color and black-and-white plates, has been prepared as
an introduction to the history and appreciation of the Japanese sword. Its author,
until his death in 1978, was one of Japan's foremost sword experts, and his wide
knowledge is here brought to bear on every aspect of sword lore, including
forging techniques and problems of appraisal. Looking over the 1,500 years of
sword history in Japan, Kanzan Sato notes how the major developments-the shift
from the early straight blades to the tachi, which were longer curved blades slung
edge downwards at the waist, to the familiar daisho pair of short and long swords
worn by samurai until modern times-were the result of both technical innovation
and changed fighting techniques. He examines the various fashions in sword
mounts and the at times precious, highly decorated work of the smiths who
specialized in sword guards, or tsuba, during the Momoyama and Edo periods.

The centerpiece of this book, however, is a detailed examination of over a dozen
of Japan's most revered blades, including the Kanehira and the Dojigiri by
Yasutsuna, perhaps the two finest swords in Japan and as clear and beautiful
today as when they were forged some 900 years ago. The discussion of what
makes these blades special and how they have been passed down for generations
offers the reader a wealth of insight into the sword in Japan as heirloom and
cultural treasure.
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The Japanese sword combines unbreakability, rigidity, and lethal cutting power, and it is in the resolution of
these conflicting practical requirements that it emerges as a triumph of the forger's art. The mystique of the
sword lingers on in our age of mechanized combat, but the aesthetic qualities for which swords are most
valued by collectors today-the liveliness of the metal "skin," the confidence in every aspect of the design, the
scrolling temper-line, the almost buoyant lightness of the hilt when the blade is held in the hand-all derive
from what the Japanese sword demanded as a symbol of strength and as a weapon. As an instrument of clear
persuasion, no other blade anywhere has ever been its equal.

This volume, containing color and black-and-white plates, has been prepared as an introduction to the history
and appreciation of the Japanese sword. Its author, until his death in 1978, was one of Japan's foremost
sword experts, and his wide knowledge is here brought to bear on every aspect of sword lore, including
forging techniques and problems of appraisal. Looking over the 1,500 years of sword history in Japan,
Kanzan Sato notes how the major developments-the shift from the early straight blades to the tachi, which
were longer curved blades slung edge downwards at the waist, to the familiar daisho pair of short and long
swords worn by samurai until modern times-were the result of both technical innovation and changed
fighting techniques. He examines the various fashions in sword mounts and the at times precious, highly
decorated work of the smiths who specialized in sword guards, or tsuba, during the Momoyama and Edo
periods.

The centerpiece of this book, however, is a detailed examination of over a dozen of Japan's most revered
blades, including the Kanehira and the Dojigiri by Yasutsuna, perhaps the two finest swords in Japan and as
clear and beautiful today as when they were forged some 900 years ago. The discussion of what makes these
blades special and how they have been passed down for generations offers the reader a wealth of insight into
the sword in Japan as heirloom and cultural treasure.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carol Sage:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important normally. The book The Japanese Sword (Japanese Arts Library) had been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The book The Japanese Sword (Japanese Arts Library) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Japanese Sword
(Japanese Arts Library). You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

James Jernigan:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Japanese Sword (Japanese Arts Library) as the daily
resource information.

Andrew Joy:

This The Japanese Sword (Japanese Arts Library) is completely new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Japanese Sword
(Japanese Arts Library) can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get
by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean
in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life along with knowledge.

Anthony Jones:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is



identified as of book The Japanese Sword (Japanese Arts Library). You can include your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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