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The first edition of this book was reprinted eight times! This book introduces and
develops some of the important and beautiful elementary mathematics needed for
rational analysis of various gambling and game activities. Most of the standard
casino games (roulette, , blackjack, keno), some social games (backgammon,
poker, bridge) and various other activities (state lotteries, horse racing, etc.) are
treated in ways that bring out their mathematical aspects. The mathematics
developed ranges from the predictable concepts of probability, expectation, and
binomial coefficients to some less well-known ideas of elementary game theory.
The Second Edition includes new material on: sports betting and the mathematics
behind it; Game theory applied to bluffing in poker and related to the “Texas
Holdem phenomenon”: The Nash equilibrium concept and its emergence in the
popular culture: Internet links to games and to Java applets for practice and
classroom use. The only formal mathematics background the reader needs is
some facility with high school algebra. Game-related exercises are included at
the end of most chapters for readers interested in working with and expanding
ideas treated in the text. Solutions to some of the exercises appear at the end of
the book.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review of first edition: 'The whole book is written with great urbanity and clarity. It is hard to see how it
could be done better or more readably. The main virtue lies in the close and clever interweaving of theory
and example.' Mathematical Gazette

Review of first edition: This is an informal, well-written, and witty exposition of the usefulness of
mathematics and its analytical processes. The book covers gambling and betting schemes in math in greater
detail than do most textbooks on introductory probability. --The Mathematics Teacher

High school students will find this book a good preparion for doing an elementary statistics and probability
course at university level. This book is also a good resource for first year university students, in particular in
mathematics and statistics, to understand the theories behind the games. --Boris Choy, The Australian Math
Teacher

About the Author
Ed Packel} received his BA from Amherst College in 1963 and his PhD from MIT in 1967. He is currently
the Volwiler Professor of Mathematics at Lake Forest College, where he has taught mathematics and
computer science courses since 1971. Packel's initial work in functional analysis resulted in several research
articles and an introductory graduate text. Subsequent research has involved game theory, social choice
theory and information-based complexity. He is also heavily involved in using technology, primarily {it
Mathematicas a tool for teaching and research in mathematics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Corey Barksdale:

This The Mathematics of Games And Gambling: Second Edition. The Anneli Lax New Mathematical
Library book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This The Mathematics of Games And
Gambling: Second Edition. The Anneli Lax New Mathematical Library without we know teach the one who
reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry The Mathematics of
Games And Gambling: Second Edition. The Anneli Lax New Mathematical Library can bring whenever you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even telephone. This The Mathematics of Games And Gambling: Second Edition. The Anneli Lax
New Mathematical Library having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Ettie Hardcastle:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the



resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Mathematics of Games And
Gambling: Second Edition. The Anneli Lax New Mathematical Library book since this book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

John Harrison:

This The Mathematics of Games And Gambling: Second Edition. The Anneli Lax New Mathematical
Library is new way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having
little digest in reading this The Mathematics of Games And Gambling: Second Edition. The Anneli Lax New
Mathematical Library can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to
get by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer.
So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Pauline Browne:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide The Mathematics of Games And Gambling: Second Edition. The Anneli
Lax New Mathematical Library was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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