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Through haunting landscapes of the Nile Valley, oases and deserts, purely
designed buildings, sumptuous paintings, beautiful illuminations, and exquisite
fabrics, Christian Egypt transports the reader through the two-thousand year
history and culture of Coptic Egypt.

In Christian Egypt, Massimo Capuani invites students, scholars, and other
interested readers to gain a greater appreciation of the richness of the Coptic
civilization by traveling through ancient and medieval Coptic sites throughout
Egypt, including the ruined monasteries of Saint Jeremiah (Saqqara) and Saint
Apollo (Bawit).

Capuani's comprehensive examination of the archeological studies and historical
literature of Coptic Christian monasteries and churches are supported by over
170 black-and-white photographs, maps, and architectural illustrations. In
addition, 105 full-color photographs provide a substantive record of monuments,
architectural features, and wall paintings not seen elsewhere with such clarity and
beauty. A chronology of Egypt from 332 B.C. to 1952 and an essay on the
typology and architectural evolution of Egyptian churches add to the value of the
work.

Christian Egypt is enriched by the contribution of Otto F. A. Meinardus, who
introduces readers to Coptic Egypt with a discussion of basic issues such as the
patriarchs of Alexandria and theology of the World Church during the fourth and
fifth centuries, the history of the Coptic Church, monasticism, the attitude of
Egypt's rulers toward the Copts, and the Coptic renaissance during the
pontificates of the patriarchs Cyril VI and Shenouda III.

In a valuable, concise account, Marie-Helène Rutschowscaya elucidates several
aspects of Coptic art: wall paintings, icons, illustrated manuscripts, as well as
textiles. She offers readers a comprehensive picture of the artistic achievements
of the Copts. Gawdat Gabra's thorough knowledge of current archeological
activity and the most recent consensus regarding the dates and other questions
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concerning churches and monasteries enhance the store of information in
Christian Egypt.

Contents include Introduction," by Gawdat Gabra; *Coptic Christianity, Past and
Present, - by Otto F. A. Meinardus; *The Arts Using Color, - by Marie-Helène
Rutschowscaya; *Typology and Architectural Evolution of the Egyptian
Churches Areas and Regions, - by Massimo Capuani; and *Areas and Regions, -
by Massimo Capuani.

Areas and regions included are The Region of the Delta, Nitria and Kellia, Scetis
(Wadi al-Natrun), Cairo and Its Vicinity, Al-Fayyum and the Region of Beni
Suef, The Eastern Desert, The Region of al-Minya, The Region of Asyut, The
Region of Sohag and Akhmim, The Thebaid, Upper Egypt, and The Oases.
Includes a chronology, bibliography, glossary, and index of places.

Massimo Capuani, an engineer and researcher, is an expert in the history of the
Eastern Christian Churches and has a thorough knowledge of the Middle
Eastern and Mediterranean worlds; he has collected rich documentation about
their cultural and artistic development.

Otto F. A. Meinardus, Fellow of the Institute of Coptic Studies in Cairo and a
member of the German Archaeological Society, is a doctor of philosophy and
theology and a professor at the American University in Cairo and Athens College
in Greece.

Marie-Helène Rutschowscaya is head curator of the department of Egyptian
antiquities at the Louvre and director of the Coptic section; she is also a professor
at the ecole du Louvre.

Gawdat Gabra, former director of the Coptic Museum in Cairo and member of
the board of the Society of Coptic Archaeology, has a doctorate in Coptology
from the University of Munster. He serves as a consultant in a number of projects
of the American Research Center in Egypt and is chief editor of the Saint Mark
Foundation for Coptic History Studies.
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Through haunting landscapes of the Nile Valley, oases and deserts, purely designed buildings, sumptuous
paintings, beautiful illuminations, and exquisite fabrics, Christian Egypt transports the reader through the
two-thousand year history and culture of Coptic Egypt.

In Christian Egypt, Massimo Capuani invites students, scholars, and other interested readers to gain a greater
appreciation of the richness of the Coptic civilization by traveling through ancient and medieval Coptic sites
throughout Egypt, including the ruined monasteries of Saint Jeremiah (Saqqara) and Saint Apollo (Bawit).

Capuani's comprehensive examination of the archeological studies and historical literature of Coptic
Christian monasteries and churches are supported by over 170 black-and-white photographs, maps, and
architectural illustrations. In addition, 105 full-color photographs provide a substantive record of
monuments, architectural features, and wall paintings not seen elsewhere with such clarity and beauty. A
chronology of Egypt from 332 B.C. to 1952 and an essay on the typology and architectural evolution of
Egyptian churches add to the value of the work.

Christian Egypt is enriched by the contribution of Otto F. A. Meinardus, who introduces readers to Coptic
Egypt with a discussion of basic issues such as the patriarchs of Alexandria and theology of the World
Church during the fourth and fifth centuries, the history of the Coptic Church, monasticism, the attitude of
Egypt's rulers toward the Copts, and the Coptic renaissance during the pontificates of the patriarchs Cyril VI
and Shenouda III.

In a valuable, concise account, Marie-Helène Rutschowscaya elucidates several aspects of Coptic art: wall
paintings, icons, illustrated manuscripts, as well as textiles. She offers readers a comprehensive picture of the
artistic achievements of the Copts. Gawdat Gabra's thorough knowledge of current archeological activity and
the most recent consensus regarding the dates and other questions concerning churches and monasteries
enhance the store of information in Christian Egypt.

Contents include Introduction," by Gawdat Gabra; *Coptic Christianity, Past and Present, - by Otto F. A.
Meinardus; *The Arts Using Color, - by Marie-Helène Rutschowscaya; *Typology and Architectural
Evolution of the Egyptian Churches Areas and Regions, - by Massimo Capuani; and *Areas and Regions, -
by Massimo Capuani.

Areas and regions included are The Region of the Delta, Nitria and Kellia, Scetis (Wadi al-Natrun), Cairo
and Its Vicinity, Al-Fayyum and the Region of Beni Suef, The Eastern Desert, The Region of al-Minya, The
Region of Asyut, The Region of Sohag and Akhmim, The Thebaid, Upper Egypt, and The Oases. Includes a
chronology, bibliography, glossary, and index of places.

Massimo Capuani, an engineer and researcher, is an expert in the history of the Eastern Christian Churches
and has a thorough knowledge of the Middle Eastern and Mediterranean worlds; he has collected rich



documentation about their cultural and artistic development.

Otto F. A. Meinardus, Fellow of the Institute of Coptic Studies in Cairo and a member of the German
Archaeological Society, is a doctor of philosophy and theology and a professor at the American University in
Cairo and Athens College in Greece.

Marie-Helène Rutschowscaya is head curator of the department of Egyptian antiquities at the Louvre and
director of the Coptic section; she is also a professor at the ecole du Louvre.

Gawdat Gabra, former director of the Coptic Museum in Cairo and member of the board of the Society of
Coptic Archaeology, has a doctorate in Coptology from the University of Munster. He serves as a consultant
in a number of projects of the American Research Center in Egypt and is chief editor of the Saint Mark
Foundation for Coptic History Studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

Massimo Capuani offers an enlightening overview of the history of Egypt's largest and most ancient minority
community . . . and provides a superb overall orientation to the sites as well as a fine feel for visual style and
major religious themes in the Coptic iconographic repertoire.
Religion and the Arts

272 page Monumental work is a masterpiece of art and history of the Christian Era of Egypt.
Coptic Church Review

Written in a limpid style that is both instructive and colorful, this book, rich in splendid illustrations is a
thorough study of the Coptic Church: culture, art, architecture, cultic and ritual practices. Nothing escapes
the eyes of the three authors: a historian of monasticism, a theologian, and the curator of Egyptian antiquities
in the Louvre. The plan of the book is unusual: it is divided into geographic regions, which allows for a
meticulous study of every monastery, every church, every village. Finally, by means of the history of the
oldest among Christian churches, the authors shed light on the present renewal of a Coptic spirit in Egypt.
Djénane Kareh-Tager, Ecritures

This is a volume of interest to the historian, artist, archaeologist and theologian. It gives an insight into
modern Coptic renewal and the influence of its monastic life, as well as an overview of a key element in the
development of Egyptian Christianity. Both the beauty and the struggles of this church come alive through
these stories and illustrations.
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)

This lovely coffee-table book details Coptic buildings (churches, monasteries, sculptures, and icons that still
exist. . . . A great pleasure is the stunningly beautiful color photos of various artifacts.
The Conrad Grebel Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Italian

About the Author
DR. OTTO F.A. MEINARDUS was the author of numerous publications on the history of

GAWDAT GABRA, a former director of the Coptic Museum, is the author or editor of numerous books
related to the literary and material culture of Egyptian Christianity, including Coptic Monasteries: Egypt's
Monastic Art and Architecture, Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments through Two Millennia (both
AUC Press 2002), and Christianity and Monasticism in the Fayoum Oasis (AUC Press, 2005). He is the co-
editor of the three volumes of The Popes of Egypt (vol. I: AUC Press, 2004).



Dr. Otto F.A. Meinardus is the author of numerous publications on the history of Christianity in Egypt and
the Near East.

GAWDAT GABRA, a former director of the Coptic Museum, is the author or editor of numerous books
related to the literary and material culture of Egyptian Christianity, including Coptic Monasteries: Egypt's
Monastic Art and Architecture, Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments through Two Millennia (both
AUC Press 2002), and Christianity and Monasticism in the Fayoum Oasis (AUC Press, 2005). He is the co-
editor of the three volumes of The Popes of Egypt (vol. I: AUC Press, 2004).

GAWDAT GABRA, a former director of the Coptic Museum, is the author or editor of numerous books
related to the literary and material culture of Egyptian Christianity, including Coptic Monasteries: Egypt's
Monastic Art and Architecture, Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments through Two Millennia (both
AUC Press 2002), and Christianity and Monasticism in the Fayoum Oasis (AUC Press, 2005). He is the co-
editor of the three volumes of The Popes of Egypt (vol. I: AUC Press, 2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Hodge:

The book Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments Through Two Millennia gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at
a book Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments Through Two Millennia for being your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments
Through Two Millennia. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Diane Lomas:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and
Monuments Through Two Millennia book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Carla Helton:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book but additionally novel and Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments Through
Two Millennia as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book,



any other book likes Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments Through Two Millennia to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Sally Canady:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and
Monuments Through Two Millennia to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book
and study it. Beside that the publication Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments Through Two
Millennia can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of these time.
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