
Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in
the 1930s

By Francisco E. Balderrama, Raymond Rodríguez

Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s By Francisco E.
Balderrama, Raymond Rodríguez

During the Great Depression, a sense of total despair plagued the United States.
Americans sought a convenient scapegoat and found it in the Mexican
community. Laws forbidding employment of Mexicans were accompanied by the
hue and cry to "get rid of the Mexicans!" The hysteria led pandemic repatriation
drives and one million Mexicans and their children were illegally shipped to
Mexico.

Despite their horrific treatment and traumatic experiences, the American born
children never gave up hope of returning to the United States. Upon attaining
legal age, they badgered their parents to let them return home. Repatriation
survivors who came back worked diligently to get their lives back together. Due
to their sense of shame, few of them ever told their children about their tragic
ordeal.

Decade of Betrayal recounts the injustice and suffering endured by the Mexican
community during the 1930s. It focuses on the experiences of individuals forced
to undergo the tragic ordeal of betrayal, deprivation, and adjustment. This revised
edition also addresses the inclusion of the event in the educational curriculum,
the issuance of a formal apology, and the question of fiscal remuneration.

"Francisco Balderrama and Raymond Rodríguez, the authors of Decade of
Betrayal, the first expansive study of Mexican repatriation with perspectives
from both sides of the border, claim that 1 million people of Mexican descent
were driven from the United States during the 1930s due to raids, scare tactics,
deportation, repatriation and public pressure. Of that conservative estimate,
approximately 60 percent of those leaving were legal American citizens.
Mexicans comprised nearly half of all those deported during the decade, although
they made up less than 1 percent of the country's population. 'Americans, reeling
from the economic disorientation of the depression, sought a convenient
scapegoat,' Balderrama and Rodríguez wrote. 'They found it in the Mexican
community.'"--American History
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During the Great Depression, a sense of total despair plagued the United States. Americans sought a
convenient scapegoat and found it in the Mexican community. Laws forbidding employment of Mexicans
were accompanied by the hue and cry to "get rid of the Mexicans!" The hysteria led pandemic repatriation
drives and one million Mexicans and their children were illegally shipped to Mexico.

Despite their horrific treatment and traumatic experiences, the American born children never gave up hope of
returning to the United States. Upon attaining legal age, they badgered their parents to let them return home.
Repatriation survivors who came back worked diligently to get their lives back together. Due to their sense
of shame, few of them ever told their children about their tragic ordeal.

Decade of Betrayal recounts the injustice and suffering endured by the Mexican community during the
1930s. It focuses on the experiences of individuals forced to undergo the tragic ordeal of betrayal,
deprivation, and adjustment. This revised edition also addresses the inclusion of the event in the educational
curriculum, the issuance of a formal apology, and the question of fiscal remuneration.

"Francisco Balderrama and Raymond Rodríguez, the authors of Decade of Betrayal, the first expansive study
of Mexican repatriation with perspectives from both sides of the border, claim that 1 million people of
Mexican descent were driven from the United States during the 1930s due to raids, scare tactics, deportation,
repatriation and public pressure. Of that conservative estimate, approximately 60 percent of those leaving
were legal American citizens. Mexicans comprised nearly half of all those deported during the decade,
although they made up less than 1 percent of the country's population. 'Americans, reeling from the
economic disorientation of the depression, sought a convenient scapegoat,' Balderrama and Rodríguez wrote.
'They found it in the Mexican community.'"--American History
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Balderrama and Rodriguez couldn't have penned a more timely book on Mexican Americans. As this century
speeds to a close, history, as they say, seems to repeat itself. Today's Proposition 186 legislation in California
is a carbon copy of xenophobic laws that were howled for and passed earlier this century in this country.
Covering the 1930s, Decade of Betrayal details the shameful treatment that people of Mexican heritage were
handed when the going got tough in the U.S. The Bill of Rights was out the window when it came to people
of brown skin, who had to endure unlawful search and seizure and systematic roundups, such as the
infamous La Placita raid, in which the INS, in conjunction with state and local police, surrounded a public
park on a weekend day demanding proof of citizenship from those who didn't look "American" and arresting
those who couldn't immediately show proof. U.S. citizenship did not provide protection from harassment by
the government; legislators in Washington strongly debated and seriously considered the wholesale
deportation of all "non-Americans," that is, nonwhites, from U.S. shores. This is an important historical
accounting, "social history rather than historical sociology" as the authors state. Every active history and
political science collection should add this title. Raul Nino

Review
"Francisco Balderrama and Raymond Rodriguez's "Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s"
remains one of the seminal works within Chicano history and immigration studies."

""Decade of Betrayal" is an important book on a topic little understood by most Americans."

From the Inside Flap
Decade of Betrayal focuses on the experiences of individuals illegally shipped from the U.S. to Mexico in
the 1930s and the recent questions of a formal apology and fiscal remuneration.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Young:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s. You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book
Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Mary Lee:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
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maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in
the 1930s is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Alice Scales:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s book is
readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
connected with Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different such as it. So , do you still thinking Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Dennis Utley:

Exactly why? Because this Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.

Download and Read Online Decade of Betrayal: Mexican
Repatriation in the 1930s By Francisco E. Balderrama, Raymond
Rodríguez #9NHOTK3V1G0



Read Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s By
Francisco E. Balderrama, Raymond Rodríguez for online ebook

Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s By Francisco E. Balderrama, Raymond Rodríguez
Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s By
Francisco E. Balderrama, Raymond Rodríguez books to read online.

Online Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s By Francisco E.
Balderrama, Raymond Rodríguez ebook PDF download

Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s By Francisco E. Balderrama, Raymond
Rodríguez Doc

Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s By Francisco E. Balderrama, Raymond Rodríguez Mobipocket

Decade of Betrayal: Mexican Repatriation in the 1930s By Francisco E. Balderrama, Raymond Rodríguez EPub


