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Among the most prolific of American writers, Langston Hughes gained
international attention and acclaim in nearly every genre of writing. While
scholars and general readers have enjoyed relatively easy access to most of his
writings, Hughes's work in one genre "the essay" has gone largely unnoticed.
From his radical pieces praising revolutionary socialist ideology in the 1930s to
the more conservative, previously unpublished "Black Writers in a Troubled
World," which he wrote a year before his death, Hughes used the essay form as a
vehicle through which to comment on the contemporary issues he found most
pressing at various stages of his career.

Hughes generated some of his most powerful critiques of economic and racial
exploitation and oppression through his masterful essays. It was the essay as a
literary form that allowed Hughes to document the essential contributions made
by African Americans to literature, music, film, and theater, and to chronicle the
immense difficulties black artists faced in gaining recognition, fair remuneration,
and professional advancement for these contributions. Finally, it was in certain
essays that Hughes most fully represented the unique and endearing persona of
the blues-poet-in-exile.

Many of the essays and other pieces of short nonfiction included in this volume
have long been out of print and will be new to most readers. Through them,
Langston Hughes reaffirmed a belief in the political potential of African
American writers that remained consistent throughout his forty-six-year
professional writing career: "Ours is a social as well as a literary responsibility."
Such a belief resounds everywhere in this volume "a true testament of a man
committed to the capabilities of language to generate social awareness and,
ultimately, to compel social change."
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Among the most prolific of American writers, Langston Hughes gained international attention and acclaim in
nearly every genre of writing. While scholars and general readers have enjoyed relatively easy access to most
of his writings, Hughes's work in one genre "the essay" has gone largely unnoticed. From his radical pieces
praising revolutionary socialist ideology in the 1930s to the more conservative, previously unpublished
"Black Writers in a Troubled World," which he wrote a year before his death, Hughes used the essay form as
a vehicle through which to comment on the contemporary issues he found most pressing at various stages of
his career.

Hughes generated some of his most powerful critiques of economic and racial exploitation and oppression
through his masterful essays. It was the essay as a literary form that allowed Hughes to document the
essential contributions made by African Americans to literature, music, film, and theater, and to chronicle the
immense difficulties black artists faced in gaining recognition, fair remuneration, and professional
advancement for these contributions. Finally, it was in certain essays that Hughes most fully represented the
unique and endearing persona of the blues-poet-in-exile.

Many of the essays and other pieces of short nonfiction included in this volume have long been out of print
and will be new to most readers. Through them, Langston Hughes reaffirmed a belief in the political
potential of African American writers that remained consistent throughout his forty-six-year professional
writing career: "Ours is a social as well as a literary responsibility." Such a belief resounds everywhere in
this volume "a true testament of a man committed to the capabilities of language to generate social
awareness and, ultimately, to compel social change."
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Editorial Review

About the Author

About the Editor
Christopher C. De Santis is Associate Professor of American and African American Literature at Illinois
State University in Normal. He is also the editor of The Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Volume 10,
Fight for Freedom and Other Writings on Civil Rights.

About the Author
Langston Hughes was one of the most influential and prolific writers of the twentieth century.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Mack:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time to
do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do?
Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because just their can do
in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Essays on Art, Race, Politics, and World Affairs
(Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 9) to read.

Ines Patterson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Essays on Art, Race, Politics, and
World Affairs (Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 9) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Essays on Art, Race, Politics, and World Affairs
(Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 9) become your own personal starter.

Christine Hughes:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right



you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Essays on Art, Race,
Politics, and World Affairs (Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 9) which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Michael Aldrich:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and Essays on Art, Race, Politics, and World Affairs
(Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 9) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Essays on Art, Race, Politics, and World Affairs (Collected
Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 9) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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