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The eleven-year civil war in Sierra Leone from 1991 to 2002 was
incomprehensibly brutal—it is estimated that half of all female refugees were
raped and many thousands were killed. While the publicity surrounding sexual
violence helped to create a general picture of women and girls as victims of the
conflict, there has been little effort to understand female soldiers’ involvement in,
and experience of, the conflict. Female Soldiers in Sierra Leone draws on
interviews with 75 former female soldiers and over 20 local experts, providing a
rare perspective on both the civil war and post-conflict development efforts in the
country. Megan MacKenzie argues that post-conflict reconstruction is a highly
gendered process, demonstrating that a clear recognition and understanding of
the roles and experiences of female soldiers are central to both understanding the
conflict and to crafting effective policy for the future.
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The eleven-year civil war in Sierra Leone from 1991 to 2002 was incomprehensibly brutal—it is estimated
that half of all female refugees were raped and many thousands were killed. While the publicity surrounding
sexual violence helped to create a general picture of women and girls as victims of the conflict, there has
been little effort to understand female soldiers’ involvement in, and experience of, the conflict. Female
Soldiers in Sierra Leone draws on interviews with 75 former female soldiers and over 20 local experts,
providing a rare perspective on both the civil war and post-conflict development efforts in the country.
Megan MacKenzie argues that post-conflict reconstruction is a highly gendered process, demonstrating that a
clear recognition and understanding of the roles and experiences of female soldiers are central to both
understanding the conflict and to crafting effective policy for the future.
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Editorial Review

Review
“[…] MacKenzie’s contribution provides a well-written and approachable introduction to the complexities of
female soldiering in Sierra Leone.  Female Soldiers in Sierra Leone is therefore of particular use to
humanitarians, activists, feminist researchers, and anyone interested in conflict and war.” -International
Feminist Journal of Politics

“Giving voice to the seldom-heard stories of female soldiers, Megan MacKenzie challenges over-simplified
narratives about male warriors and female victims. This moving and insightful analysis of ‘post-conflict’
reconstruction in Sierra Leone is a convincing reminder of the perils of ignoring gender.”-J. Ann Tickner,
co-editor of Feminism and International Relations: Conversations about the Past, Present and Future

“MacKenzie is one of the rising international stars of feminist IR war studies and she's clearly one of the
best. Her book moves elegantly and respectfully between events she researched in Sierra Leone and her
theorizing on conjugal order and gendered insecurity when wars end. Many audiences will want this book,
including organizations crafting post-war reconstruction, whose efforts can backfire on women.” -Christine
Sylvester, editor of Feminist International Relations

“Weaving sophisticated theoretical critique and an amazing account of lived experiences during and after
war, this book is a powerful, sophisticated, and beautifully written contribution to debates over how one
should study gender and world politics. An inter-disciplinary must-read for all concerned with war and
security.” -Lene Hansen, author of Security as Practice: Discourse Analysis and the Bosnian War

About the Author
Megan H. MacKenzie is a Senior Lecturer of Government and International Relations at the University of
Sydney, Australia. She is the author of Beyond the Band of Brothers: the US Military and the Myth that
Women Can’t Fight.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Rhee:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Female Soldiers
in Sierra Leone: Sex, Security, and Post-Conflict Development (Gender and Political Violence)? Maybe it is
to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

John Pierre:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Female Soldiers in Sierra Leone: Sex,



Security, and Post-Conflict Development (Gender and Political Violence) is simple to bring you can read it
in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jerry Melgar:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Female Soldiers in Sierra Leone: Sex, Security, and
Post-Conflict Development (Gender and Political Violence) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book
you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Donna Feuerstein:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Female Soldiers in Sierra Leone: Sex, Security,
and Post-Conflict Development (Gender and Political Violence) was multi-colored and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book Female Soldiers in Sierra Leone: Sex, Security, and Post-Conflict
Development (Gender and Political Violence) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try
to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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