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Remembered mainly as a logician and mathematician, Leibniz also endeavored
to resolve political and religious conflicts of his day by bringing opponents into
negotiation. The dialectical Leibniz who emerges from the texts here translated,
commented, and interpreted is certainly not the familiar one. The book sheds new
light on the familiar, yet incomplete image of Leibniz, providing further reason
for cherishing and cultivating the heritage of a truly great man.
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Editorial Review

Review

From the reviews:

“This book is an invaluable contribution to the history of (philosophical) ideas and also a contribution to the
pragmatics of discussion and debate, including argumentation (in the vernacular sense) and logic. … should
be read by philosophers of language (as well as historians of philosophy) as well as by pragmaticians and
more generally by those who are concerned by the standards of public debates.” (Anne Reboul, Linguist List,
April 2009)

"[...] an impressive scholarly achievement and an indispensable tool for understanding Leibniz's thinking on
form and function of controversies." (Gerd Fritz, University of Gießen, Germany, Journal of Historical
Pragmatics 9:1, 2008)

"The Art of Controversies is an outstanding collection of the most important Leibniz texts concerning his
life-long obsession: the art of reasoning not merely in mathematics, but also and above all in human conflict.
In the vast amount of existing literature on Leibniz, this book is a must-read." (Bernardino Orio de Miguel,
Catedrático de Filosofía, 2008)

"This book … in its 45 chapters, newly translated or retranslated Leibnizan texts in which the philosopher
pursues his lifelong passion for analyzing and refining the logical structure and practical conduct of
intellectual debate. … This volume promises to function as a rich and important resource not only for
Leibniz scholars and for scholars of early modern philosophy generally, but also for philosophers … . It
should also prove valuable to historians of ideas, theorists of argumentation, logicians, and scholars of
rhetoric." (Véronique M. Fóti, The Review of Metaphysics 61:2, 2007)

"[...] is a treasure trove for scholars interested in Leibniz's practical rationality and his practical action in
general. [...] All in all, this is a very rich collection of translations of mostly unknown texts which will give
food for thought for a long time to come and will inspire scholars to dig deeper into this most interesting and
ignored area of Leibniz's thought." (Markku Roinila, Studia Leibnitiana, Band XXXVIII/XXXIX, Heft 2,
2006/2007)

From the Back Cover

Leibniz is known to the wide public and to many scholars mainly as a logician and mathematician, and as the
creator of a fascinating but strange metaphysical system. In these, as well as in other fields, his remarkable
innovations were achieved through painstaking efforts to establish a fruitful critical dialogue with the leading
contemporary thinkers. He was no less important, however, in his practical endeavor to bring opponents to
negotiate reasonable solutions to key political and religious conflicts of his time.

Both his theoretical and practical activities were informed by a philosophical mind that sought in all
circumstances the most general underlying principles; by a juridical mind that sought to bring order and
structure to human interaction, without sacrificing the necessary flexibility; by an argumentative mind that



knows that persuading is often more important than proving; by a scientific mind eager to organize past and
present knowledge so as not to miss any bit of information capable of pointing the way to new discoveries;
by a theologian mind that refuses to admit that religious conflicts between true believers are irresolvable; and
by an ethical and political mind whose major concern is to direct all our intellectual work towards improving
the well-being of humankind.

All these perspectives (and more) are united in what this book identifies as his Art of Controversies, which
might also be called an Art of Dialectical Cooperation. For it is based on the idea that knowledge production,
acquisition, and evolution is not a one-man affair, but the result of the cooperation of many, coming from
different perspectives; whence it follows that not only tolerance vis-à-vis the other, but also valuing the
other’s contribution and integrating it – whether it stems from another age, continent, culture, discipline,
religion, or individual – is indispensable. This dialectical Leibniz that emerges from the selected texts here
translated, commented, and interpreted in the light of their context, isn’t for sure the familiar one. Yet,
perhaps surprisingly, it is capable of shedding light on that old, familiar, yet incomplete image of Leibniz,
and of adding thus a further reason for cherishing and cultivating the heritage of a truly great man.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Randolph:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz: The Art of Controversies (The New Synthese
Historical Library).

Linda Doyle:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz: The Art of
Controversies (The New Synthese Historical Library) is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Willie Carlos:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz: The Art of Controversies (The New



Synthese Historical Library) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Denise Kerrigan:

You can get this Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz: The Art of Controversies (The New Synthese Historical
Library) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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