
Hanoi's Road to the Vietnam War, 1954-1965
(From Indochina to Vietnam: Revolution and
War in a Global Perspective)

By Pierre Asselin

Hanoi's Road to the Vietnam War, 1954-1965 (From Indochina to Vietnam:
Revolution and War in a Global Perspective) By Pierre Asselin

Hanoi's Road to the Vietnam War opens in 1954 with the signing of the Geneva
accords that ended the eight-year-long Franco-Indochinese War and created two
Vietnams. In agreeing to the accords, Ho Chi Minh and other leaders of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam anticipated a new period of peace leading to
national reunification under their rule; they never imagined that within a decade
they would be engaged in an even bigger feud with the United States. Basing his
work on new and largely inaccessible Vietnamese materials as well as French,
British, Canadian, and American documents, Pierre Asselin explores the
communist path to war. Specifically, he examines the internal debates and other
elements that shaped Hanoi's revolutionary strategy in the decade preceding U.S.
military intervention, and resulting domestic and foreign programs. Without
exonerating Washington for its role in the advent of hostilities in 1965, Hanoi's
Road to the Vietnam War demonstrates that those who directed the effort against
the United States and its allies in Saigon were at least equally responsible for
creating the circumstances that culminated in arguably the most tragic conflict of
the Cold War era.
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Hanoi's Road to the Vietnam War opens in 1954 with the signing of the Geneva accords that ended the eight-
year-long Franco-Indochinese War and created two Vietnams. In agreeing to the accords, Ho Chi Minh and
other leaders of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam anticipated a new period of peace leading to national
reunification under their rule; they never imagined that within a decade they would be engaged in an even
bigger feud with the United States. Basing his work on new and largely inaccessible Vietnamese materials as
well as French, British, Canadian, and American documents, Pierre Asselin explores the communist path to
war. Specifically, he examines the internal debates and other elements that shaped Hanoi's revolutionary
strategy in the decade preceding U.S. military intervention, and resulting domestic and foreign programs.
Without exonerating Washington for its role in the advent of hostilities in 1965, Hanoi's Road to the Vietnam
War demonstrates that those who directed the effort against the United States and its allies in Saigon were at
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Editorial Review

Review

"Highly recommended."
(CHOICE 2014-06-01)

"Excellent new [work] on the Vietnam War."
(Geoffrey C. Stewart Cross-Currents 2014-03-01)

"Outstanding. . . . Illuminating."
(Proceedings 2014-04-01)

"A valuable contribution to any discussion of North Vietnam’s road to war, and the origins of the American
stage in the Vietnam War."
(Tal Tovy H-Net 2015-02-01)

"Asselin's excellent study . . . will remain an indispensible source for students of Vietnam, the Cold War, and
twentieth-century world history for many years to come."
(Jessica Elkind The Journal of American History 2015-06-28)

From the Inside Flap

“Splendidly researched, chock-full of fascinating new information and insights, Hanoi's Road to the Vietnam
War is truly a path-breaking study, far and away the best book to date on that crucial topic.” —George C.
Herring, author of America's Longest War: The United States and Vietnam, 1900–1950

“Pierre Asselin has done an admirable job of marshalling French, Canadian, and British records to
supplement the available Vietnamese evidence and illuminate Hanoi's road to the Vietnam War. Asselin
shows that the conflagration was inevitable not only due to American goals and actions but because North
Vietnam specifically chose war. This is an important contribution to lifting the veil that has long prevented
an understanding of Hanoi's approach to the war.”—John Prados, author of Vietnam: The History of an
Unwinnable War, 1945-1975

“An illuminating account of how North Vietnam's leaders moved from a peaceful reunification strategy to a
policy of all-out war.  Asselin's stress on Vietnamese agency and on Hanoi's ability to manipulate its Soviet
and Chinese allies makes his book a major contribution to the history of Indochina.”—Odd Arne Westad,
author of Restless Empire: China and the World Since 1750

About the Author

Pierre Asselin is Professor of History at Hawaii Pacific University in Honolulu and the author of A Bitter
Peace: Washington, Hanoi, and the Making of the Paris Agreement.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Erich Arnold:

The book Hanoi's Road to the Vietnam War, 1954-1965 (From Indochina to Vietnam: Revolution and War
in a Global Perspective) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Hanoi's Road to the Vietnam War, 1954-
1965 (From Indochina to Vietnam: Revolution and War in a Global Perspective)? Some of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Hanoi's Road to the Vietnam War, 1954-1965 (From
Indochina to Vietnam: Revolution and War in a Global Perspective) has simple shape however you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve.
So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Larson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Hanoi's Road to the Vietnam War, 1954-1965 (From Indochina to Vietnam: Revolution
and War in a Global Perspective), you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Richard Shumate:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Hanoi's Road to the Vietnam
War, 1954-1965 (From Indochina to Vietnam: Revolution and War in a Global Perspective) is simple
bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Bridgett Killion:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
identified as of book Hanoi's Road to the Vietnam War, 1954-1965 (From Indochina to Vietnam: Revolution
and War in a Global Perspective). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book,
it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you



must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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