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Realityland: True-Life Adventures at Walt Disney World takes the first-ever in-
depth, unauthorized look at the creation and operation of the world's most
popular vacation destination. Step backstage and witness: Walt's original plans
for Disney World and how his dreams completely changed in the hands of his
successors... His undercover agents who secretly bought 44 square miles of
swamps... The chaotic construction and frantic first years of the Magic
Kingdom... The underground caverns that wind beneath the theme park...
Disney's unconventional, initially disastrous foray into operating its own hotels...
The behind-the-scenes machinations that led to EPCOT Center... How safety and
security are maintained on property at all costs... The tumultuous change of
leadership that turned the cherished Ways of Walt upside down.
Join David Koenig, author of the best-selling Mouse Tales: A Behind-the-Ears
Look at Disneyland, on Mr. Disney s wildest ride ever.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In the fourth of his books about the Disney empire, Koenig (Mouse Tales: A Behind-The-Ears Look at
Disneyland) takes an even-handed approach to chronicling the ups and downs of an American institution.
Based on nearly a decade of research and 100 interviews with past and present employees ("cast members"
in Disney-speak), Koenig explores the genesis of Walt Disney's east coast outpost. It began as Disney's
dream for the Experimental Prototype Community of Tomorrow, or EPCOT: a multilevel, glass encased,
climate-controlled city. Part of that dream died with Walt in 1966-less than a year before construction began
on Disney World-and it would be two decades before his severely altered plans would become reality. In
erudite and fluid prose, Koenig takes readers on Walt's clandestine land acquisition exploits in central
Florida, through the chaotic construction and frantic early years of the Magic Kingdom and into Disney's
disastrous entry into the hotel business. He also recounts the company's struggle to develop a scaled-down
EPCOT Center and overcome tumultuous leadership changes. When the author does editorialize, it's subtle,
and the book chips away at the Disney fantasy just enough to reveal that nothing-not even "the happiest place
on earth"-is perfect.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Koenig drags every skeleton out of the Mouse s closet and makes them dance. After reading Realityland,
you'll probably never experience Disney with child-like wonder again, but the insider info is well worth a
little lost innocence. --Seth Kubersky, Orlando Weekly

Koenig, the author of two highly respected, behind-the-scenes books on Disneyland, now sheds light on the
beginnings of Walt Disney World. Interview-ing almost 100 people and incorporating almost a decade of
research, Koenig has written his best book to date. Perfect for Disney fans and history buffs. --Jeff Ayers,
Library Journal

In the fourth of his books about the Disney empire, Koenig (Mouse Tales: A Behind-the-Ears Look at
Disneyland) takes an even-handed approach to chronicling the ups and downs of an American institution.
Based on nearly a decade of research and 100 interviews with past and present employees (cast members, in
Disney-speak), Koenig explores the genesis of Walt Disney's east coast outpost. It began as Disney's dream
for the Experimental Prototype Community of Tomorrow, or EPCOT: a multilevel, glass encased, climate-
controlled city. Part of that dream died with Walt in 1966-less than a year before construction began on
Disney World-and it would be two decades before his severely altered plans would become reality. In erudite
and fluid prose, Koenig takes readers on Walt's clandestine land acquisition exploits in central Florida,
through the chaotic construction and frantic early years of the Magic Kingdom and into Disney's disastrous
entry into the hotel business. He also recounts the company's struggle to develop a scaled-down EPCOT
Center and overcome tumultuous leadership changes. When the author does editorialize, it's subtle, and the
book chips away at the Disney fantasy just enough to reveal that nothing-not even the happiest place on
earth-is perfect. --Publishers Weekly

About the Author
With four exhaustively researched behind-the-scenes books on Disney theme parks and animation, David
Koenig has become the world's first and best-known Mouse House outsider. He has spent more than 25 years
interviewing hundreds of cast members and researching the history and mystery of the Disney Empire.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cody Smith:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this Realityland: True-Life Adventures at Walt Disney
World.

Ariane Swanson:

This Realityland: True-Life Adventures at Walt Disney World are usually reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Realityland: True-Life Adventures at Walt Disney World
can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food
but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Realityland: True-Life Adventures at Walt Disney World giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Dolores Crook:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Realityland: True-Life Adventures at Walt Disney
World it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often
the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book has high quality.

Rigoberto Adams:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be Realityland: True-Life Adventures at Walt Disney World why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct



you to pick up this book.
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