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The Byzantine Dark Ages explores current debates about the sudden
transformation of the Byzantine Empire in the wake of environmental, social and
political changes. Those studying the Byzantine Empire, the successor to the
Roman Empire in the eastern Mediterranean, have long recognized that the mid-
7th century CE ushered in sweeping variations in the way of life of many
inhabitants of the Mediterranean world, with evidence of the decline of the size
and economic prosperity of cities, a sharp fall in expressions of literary culture,
the collapse in trade networks, and economic and political instability.

Michael J. Decker looks at the material evidence for the 7th to 9th centuries, lays
out the current academic discourse about its interpretation, and suggests new
ways of thinking about this crucia era. Important to readers interested in
understanding how and why complex societies and imperial systems undergo and
adapt to stresses, this clearly written, accessible work will also challenge students
of archaeology and history to think in new ways when comprehending the
construction of the past.
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The Byzantine Dark Ages explores current debates about the sudden transformation of the Byzantine Empire
in the wake of environmental, social and political changes. Those studying the Byzantine Empire, the
successor to the Roman Empire in the eastern Mediterranean, have long recognized that the mid-7th century
CE ushered in sweeping variationsin the way of life of many inhabitants of the Mediterranean world, with
evidence of the decline of the size and economic prosperity of cities, a sharp fall in expressions of literary
culture, the collapse in trade networks, and economic and political instability.

Michael J. Decker looks at the material evidence for the 7th to 9th centuries, lays out the current academic
discourse about its interpretation, and suggests new ways of thinking about this crucial era. Important to
readers interested in understanding how and why complex societies and imperial systems undergo and adapt
to stresses, this clearly written, accessible work will also challenge students of archaeology and history to
think in new ways when comprehending the construction of the past.
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Editorial Review

Review

Thisisthe first comprehensive archaeological evaluation of the early medieval period spanning the 6th
through 9th centuries, one of the less explored periods of the history of Byzantium, traditionally labelled the
Dark Ages. Michael Decker provides an updated picture and unparalleled assessment of archaeol ogical
excavations and surveys conducted in avast geographical region, from Anatoliain the east to Greece, the
Balkans and Italy in the west, with reference to adjacent regions as well. He takes the reader from major
cities to the countryside, addressing core issues such as the significance of pottery assemblages and the
limitations of archaeological surveys. Decker presents a thoughtful and provocative approach, which
combines the palitical history of the region with a meticulous evaluation of the material remains, providing
an outstanding contribution to re-shaping our understanding of the society and settlement processesin the
post Roman period. This groundbreaking book will serve scholars, students and interested readers who seek
acomprehensive view of early medieval Byzantium. -- Gideon Avni, Professor of Archaeology,
Archaeology Division, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Jerusalem Michael Decker's Byzantine Dark
Agesisapioneering study of atime and place usually avoided by scholars. His careful study of the seventh
through ninth centuries uses history, archaeology, and geography to draw a new picture of the Byzantine
empire. Thisisawork that can be consulted with profit by both the student and the specialist. -- Benjamin
Hudson, Professor of History and Medieval Studies, Pennsylvania State University, Pennsylvania, US
Herein, then, isabrief but clear summary of knowledge to date, where the disputes lie, and what we need to
do to raise the profile of Dark Age studies, with extensive bibliography and index. Classics for All Intrying
to prove that George Ostorgorsky was wrong for not using the term in his seminal work (p. 29), Decker
(Byzantine history and orthodox religion, Univ. of South Florida) presents an in-depth analysis of
archaeological and literary evidence for the condition of the cities at various times and places in the
Byzantine Empire up to the 10th century. These more focused studies add good information to the work.
CHOICE

About the Author

Michael J. Decker is Maroulis Professor of Byzantine History and Orthodox Religion, University of South
Florida, USA. Heis co-author of Life and Society in Byzantine Cappadocia (2012) and author of Tilling the
Hateful Earth: Agricultural Production and Trade in the Late Antique East (2009).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tracie Wright:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Byzantine Dark Ages (Debatesin
Archaeology). Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how
isimportant the book The Byzantine Dark Ages (Debates in Archaeology). Y ou can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's go through.



Nicholas Schindler:

This The Byzantine Dark Ages (Debates in Archaeology) are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Byzantine Dark Ages (Debates in Archaeology) can
be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but
feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this The Byzantine Dark Ages (Debates in Archaeology) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
exercise. So, let'shave it and enjoy reading.

Beverly Rosa:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
aready been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Byzantine Dark Ages (Debatesin
Archaeology), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to missit?
What kind of hangout type isit? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

MariaMariani:

Beside this The Byzantine Dark Ages (Debates in Archaeology) in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here
is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have The Byzantine Dark Ages (Debates in Archaeology) because this book offersto you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
guestionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to missit? Find this book along
with read it from now!
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