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Bohemian composer Bohuslav Martinu (1890-1959) was exceptionally prolific,
composing over 400 imaginative, well-crafted, and diverse pieces, including
symphonies, operas, ballet scores, and other orchestral works. For 12 years
(1941-1953), he lived in America, during which he enjoyed a brilliant reputation,
and his works were played by nearly all the major orchestras. Yet today, his
works are rarely performed.

In Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose, F. James Rybka provides a
documented explanation for Martinu's amazing output: he had Asperger
syndrome. Indeed, Martinu is believed to be the first composer ever to be
documented, albeit retrospectively, with an autistic spectrum disorder. In this
unique biography, Rybka follows Martinu's life from his birth in Policka,
Bohemia to his composition studies with Albert Roussel, his escape from Nazis,
and his rise as an internationally recognized composer with premieres of his
works in Boston, Prague, London, and Basel.

As Rybka explains how the dynamics of Asperger Syndrome affected the
composer's work, readers will more fully appreciate Martinu's accomplishments
and legacy. Containing important letters and photographs, this book will inspire
and inform those impacted by autism but will also be of interest to music scholars
and students alike.
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imaginative, well-crafted, and diverse pieces, including symphonies, operas, ballet scores, and other
orchestral works. For 12 years (1941-1953), he lived in America, during which he enjoyed a brilliant
reputation, and his works were played by nearly all the major orchestras. Yet today, his works are rarely
performed.

In Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose, F. James Rybka provides a documented explanation for
Martinu's amazing output: he had Asperger syndrome. Indeed, Martinu is believed to be the first composer
ever to be documented, albeit retrospectively, with an autistic spectrum disorder. In this unique biography,
Rybka follows Martinu's life from his birth in Policka, Bohemia to his composition studies with Albert
Roussel, his escape from Nazis, and his rise as an internationally recognized composer with premieres of his
works in Boston, Prague, London, and Basel.

As Rybka explains how the dynamics of Asperger Syndrome affected the composer's work, readers will
more fully appreciate Martinu's accomplishments and legacy. Containing important letters and photographs,
this book will inspire and inform those impacted by autism but will also be of interest to music scholars and
students alike.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Reardon:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose. Try to make the book
Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose as your close friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing
by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

David Williams:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Bohuslav
Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have other opinion?

Mamie Salinas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to
Compose guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to
Compose as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Wayne Robinson:

This Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Bohuslav Martinu: The
Compulsion to Compose can be the light food in your case because the information inside this specific book
is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's



why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy
this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life
along with knowledge.
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