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Can Confucianism be regarded as a civil religion for East Asia? This book
explores this question, bringing the insights of Robert Bellah to a consideration
of various expressions of the contemporary Confucian revival. Bellah identified
American civil religion as areligious dimension of life that can be found
throughout US culture, but one without any formal institutional structure. Rather,
this"civil" form of religion provides the ethical principles that command
reverence and by which a nation judges itself. Extending Bellah's work,
contributors from both the social sciences and the humanities conceive of East
Asias Confucian revival asa"habit of the heart,” an underlying belief system
that guides a society, and examine how Confucianism might function as acivil
religion in China, Korea, and Japan. They discuss what aspects of Confucian
tradition and thought are being embraced; some of the social movements,
political factors, and opportunities connected with the revival of the tradition; and
why Confucianism has not traveled much beyond East Asia. The late Robert
Bellah's reflection on the possibility for aglobal civil religion concludes the
volume.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Philip J. Ivanhoe is Chair Professor of East Asian and Comparative Philosophy and Religion at City
University of Hong Kong. His many books include Mortality in Traditional Chinese Thought (coedited with
Amy Olberding); Taking Confucian Ethics Seriously: Contemporary Theories and Applications (coedited
with Kam-por Yu and Julia Tao); Religious and Philosophical Aspects of the Laozi (coedited with Mark
Csikszentmihalyi); and Essays on Skepticism, Relativism, and Ethics in the Zhuangzi (coedited with Paul
Kjellberg), al published by SUNY Press.

Sungmoon Kim is Professor of Political Theory at City University of Hong Kong. He is the author of
Confucian Democracy in East Asia: Theory and Practice and the editor of Confucianism, Law, and
Democracy in Contemporary Korea.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jack Crawford:

The particular book Confucianism, a Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asiahas alot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Mary Salas:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short time to read it because al this time you only find e-book that need more time to be learn.
Confucianism, a Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia can be your answer given it can be
read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

John Bullard:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Confucianism, a Habit of the Heart: Bellah,
Civil Religion, and East Asia or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great
abook, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes Confucianism, a Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asiato make your



spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Steven Young:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library aswell asto
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
picson there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Confucianism, a Habit of the Heart: Bellah, Civil Religion, and East Asia can make you
sense more interested to read.
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