
Cults and New Religious Movements: A
Reader

From Brand: Wiley-Blackwell

Cults and New Religious Movements: A Reader From Brand: Wiley-
Blackwell

What is a cult? Why do they emerge? Who joins them? And why do tragedies
such as Waco and Jonestown occur? This reader brings together the voices of
historians, sociologists, and psychologists of religion to address these key
questions about new religious movements.

Looks at theoretical explanations for cults, why people join and what happens●

when they do.
Brings together the best work on cults by sociologists, historians, and●

psychologists of religion.
A broad-ranging, balanced and clearly organized collection of readings.●

Includes coverage of topical issues, such as the 'brainwashing' controversy, and●

cults in cyberspace.
Section introductions by the editor situate the nature, value, and relevance of●

the selected readings in context of current discussions.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a superb collection which will effectively introduce some readers to the field of NRM studies, and
which is indispensable for any course on alternative religions. The volume really represents some sort of a
milestone and its publication may indicate that the scholarly study of NRMs has 'arrived'." Nova Religio

"This is a valuable reader and one which deserves to become part of the landscape." Gerald Vinten,
European Business School, London

"The book is very useful for students, scholars of different disciplines, and lay readers to get an idea of the
scientific response to publicly debated issues about new religions. Furthermore, with bibliographies at the
end of each article, it also provides an excellent starting point for further study." Marburg Journal of
Religion

"The editor has collected a number of fine writings by leading authors, theorists and researchers in the field
of NRMs. One find understandable and accessible essays by historians, sociologists and psychologists of
religion and other scholars well known for their work on the subject and/or famous in their disciplines ... For
readers interested in the phenomenon the book is very readable and can open up a new world - a balanced
world without prejudice." Journal of Empirical Theology

Review
Review copy sent 31/01/12: The Journal of Academic Researches in Religious Studies

 

From the Back Cover
What is a cult? Why do they emerge? Who joins them? And why do tragedies such as Waco and Jonestown
occur? This Reader brings together the voices of historians, sociologists, and psychologists of religion to
address these key questions about new religious movements.

The volume opens with an introductory essay by the editor, and each section is prefaced by a brief essay
outlining the issues at stake, the state of current discussion, and the nature, value, and relevance of the
selected readings. The readings themselves are broad-ranging and include coverage of topical questions, such
as the ‘brainwashing' controversy, sexual deviance and gender issues, and cults in cyberspace.

This collection enables readers to gain a clear understanding of the phenomenon of new religious movements
in modern culture and to replace prejudice and speculation with reliable insights into the nature of cult
activity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Lorraine Stark:

The experience that you get from Cults and New Religious Movements: A Reader may be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but Cults and New Religious Movements: A Reader giving you thrill feeling
of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Cults and New Religious Movements:
A Reader instantly.

Solange Smith:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Cults and New Religious Movements:
A Reader which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Charles Hopper:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Cults and New Religious
Movements: A Reader.

Gregory Eubanks:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Cults and New Religious Movements: A
Reader to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling
about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and learn it. Beside that the e-book Cults and New Religious Movements: A Reader can to be your brand
new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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