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Praised by the Chicago Sun-Times for its “furious, indignant power,” this story
offers a rare, funny, bitter, and feminist look at war. First published in London in
1930, Not So Quiet... (on the Western Front) describes a group of British women
ambulance drivers on the French front lines during World War I, surviving shell
fire, cold, and their punishing commandant, "Mrs. Bitch." The novel takes the
guise of an autobiography by Smith, pseudonym for Evadne Price. The novel's
power comes from Smith's outrage at the senselessness of war, at her country's
complacent patriotism, and her own daily contact with the suffering and the
wounded.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This bittersweet feminist antiwar novel, first published in Great Britain in 1930 as autobiography, chronicles
the experiences of six young Englishwomen who have paid to serve as volunteer ambulance drivers at the
front lines in France during World War I. As they contend with bad food, lice, little sleep, grueling and
gruesome work, and a merciless commandant, their middle-class parents swell with pride over their
daughters' "doing their bit." Heaven forbid that a daughter should disgrace them by refusing to serve,
choosing not to serve at the front, or coming home a coward. Brilliantly written, and cleverly mixing humor
with bitterness, this novel originally won the Prix Severigne in France as "the novel most calculated to
promote international peace."-- Jeris Cassel, Rutgers Univ., New Brunswick, N.J.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"A powerful condemnation of war and the societies that glamorize it." —Kirkus

"This intriguing book . . . vividly and impressionistically tells of the author's tour of duty in France. . . . One
welcomes its return to print." —New York Times Book Review

"The reader of Not So Quiet . . . today is immediately gripped by its furious, indignant power." —Chicago
Sun-Times

About the Author
HELEN ZENNA SMITH is the pseudonym of Evadne Price (1896 - 1985), who wrote several more novels
about the character Smith. JANE MARCUS is distinguished professor of English at City College and the
Graduate School and University Center, CUNY.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Chase:

This Not So Quiet... book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Not So Quiet...
without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
become worry Not So Quiet... can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Not So Quiet... having
great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Richard Nix:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite



from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Not So Quiet..., you may enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Steven Allen:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Not So Quiet... provide you
with new experience in reading a book.

Michele Brown:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This book Not So Quiet... was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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