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In his Problemata, Aristotle provided medieval thinkers with the occasion to
inquire into the natural causes of the sexual desires of men to act upon or be
acted upon by other men, thus bringing human sexuality into the purview of
natural philosophers, whose aim it was to explain the causes of objects and
events in nature. With this philosophical justification, some late medieval
intellectuals asked whether such dispositions might arise from anatomy or from
the psychological processes of habit formation. As the fourteenth-century
philosopher Walter Burley observed, "Nothing natural is shameful." The authors,
scribes, and readers willing to "contemplate base things" never argued that they
were not vile, but most did share the conviction that they could be explained.

From the evidence that has survived in manuscripts of and related to the
Problemata, two narratives emerge: a chronicle of the earnest attempts of
medieval medical theorists and natural philosophers to understand the cause of
homosexual desires and pleasures in terms of natural processes, and an ongoing
debate as to whether the sciences were equipped or permitted to deal with such
subjects at all. Mining hundreds of texts and deciphering commentaries, indices,
abbreviations, and marginalia, Joan Cadden shows how European scholars
deployed a standard set of philosophical tools and a variety of rhetorical
strategies to produce scientific approaches to sodomy.
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In his Problemata, Aristotle provided medieval thinkers with the occasion to inquire into the natural causes
of the sexual desires of men to act upon or be acted upon by other men, thus bringing human sexuality into
the purview of natural philosophers, whose aim it was to explain the causes of objects and events in nature.
With this philosophical justification, some late medieval intellectuals asked whether such dispositions might
arise from anatomy or from the psychological processes of habit formation. As the fourteenth-century
philosopher Walter Burley observed, "Nothing natural is shameful." The authors, scribes, and readers willing
to "contemplate base things" never argued that they were not vile, but most did share the conviction that they
could be explained.

From the evidence that has survived in manuscripts of and related to the Problemata, two narratives emerge:
a chronicle of the earnest attempts of medieval medical theorists and natural philosophers to understand the
cause of homosexual desires and pleasures in terms of natural processes, and an ongoing debate as to
whether the sciences were equipped or permitted to deal with such subjects at all. Mining hundreds of texts
and deciphering commentaries, indices, abbreviations, and marginalia, Joan Cadden shows how European
scholars deployed a standard set of philosophical tools and a variety of rhetorical strategies to produce
scientific approaches to sodomy.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Remarkable feats of historical research culminate in this sophisticated reflection on sex and sexuality. Joan
Cadden teaches us many things we didn't know. What is more important, she challenges the categories and
principles we have been using so confidently to narrate what we were sure we knew with certainty."—Mark
D. Jordan, Washington University in St. Louis

About the Author
Joan Cadden is Professor Emerita of History at University of California, Davis, and author of Meanings of
Sex Difference in the Middle Ages: Medicine, Science, and Culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregory Jager:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Nothing Natural Is Shameful: Sodomy
and Science in Late Medieval Europe (The Middle Ages Series) book written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still hesitation Nothing Natural Is Shameful: Sodomy and Science in Late
Medieval Europe (The Middle Ages Series) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content.
This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Lisa Vazquez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Nothing Natural Is
Shameful: Sodomy and Science in Late Medieval Europe (The Middle Ages Series) which is getting the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Lisa Gregory:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Nothing Natural Is Shameful: Sodomy and
Science in Late Medieval Europe (The Middle Ages Series) was colourful and of course has pictures on



there. As we know that book Nothing Natural Is Shameful: Sodomy and Science in Late Medieval Europe
(The Middle Ages Series) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend
to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading that.

Stephen Redmond:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Nothing Natural Is Shameful: Sodomy and Science in Late Medieval Europe (The
Middle Ages Series) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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