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There can be little doubt that after the American Civil War, a significant number
of largely urban American womens relationships with men began to change. This
transition was brought about through many changing conditions in American
society that were predicated by socio-economic considerations such as female
education, large scale immigration from Europe which challenged traditional
American values, the onset of large scale consumerism, and the erosion of the
narrow religious moralism which previously restricted the female role in a
burgeoning urban landscape. This book examines one particular manifestation of
upheaval in American society: the appearance in literature and art of two distinct
types of women who challenged the dominant patriarchal culture from the Civil
War to just after the conclusion of World War One. The book looks primarily at
the literary depiction of the femme fatale and the New Woman, and also
dedicates chapters to their influences in fine art and music. The question as to
why these two female types precipitated so much intellectual and artistic angst in
their educated male readers is further considered. The book traces these two
distinct categories of heroines as they make inroads into the preserve of male
domination, and examines the various defenses male writers and artists used to
slow down the pace of female emancipation both sexually and socially. Along
the way, the book looks at the way in which the 1893 Columbian Exhibition in
Chicago unexpectedly encouraged further female advancement, how Wagners
operas gave women greater confidence toward self-fulfillment, and how Otto
Weiningers outrageous teachings managed to stem the tide of American female
emancipation for a short time. The book surveys how the appearance of the
Gibson Girl, the bicycle, and even the advent of bloomers were depicted in
literature and supported the advent of this New Woman until she was grudgingly
accepted despite philosophical warnings that the female agenda included a plan
to destroy masculinity and make men subservient to the female rule. The book
concludes with a discussion of F. Scott Fitzgeralds The Beautiful and the
Damned where the reader observes the complete destruction of the decadent-
inclined Anthony Patch by a siren with no heart or introspection.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Patrick J. Quinn is currently the Dean of Liberal Arts and Sciences and Professor of English at the American
College of Greece in Athens. He holds a PhD from the University of Warwick and his academic teaching
career has taken him to universities in Canada, Iraq, Germany, the United States, Turkey, Azerbaijan and the
United Kingdom. Quinn has written and edited thirteen books during his career on the literature of the Great
War, especially Robert Graves and Siegfried Sassoon, the 1930s, postcolonial literature, and American
studies. He was also the general editor of the 24 volume Robert Graves Programme under the auspices of
Carcanet Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Rankins:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they have
because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you
should have this Patriarchy in Eclipse: The Femme Fatale and the New Woman in American Literature and
Culture 1870-1920.

Andrea Behnke:

Often the book Patriarchy in Eclipse: The Femme Fatale and the New Woman in American Literature and
Culture 1870-1920 will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The
book Patriarchy in Eclipse: The Femme Fatale and the New Woman in American Literature and Culture
1870-1920 is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

John Day:

The reserve untitled Patriarchy in Eclipse: The Femme Fatale and the New Woman in American Literature
and Culture 1870-1920 is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that
they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Patriarchy in Eclipse: The Femme
Fatale and the New Woman in American Literature and Culture 1870-1920 from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.



Ellis Pauling:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Patriarchy in Eclipse: The
Femme Fatale and the New Woman in American Literature and Culture 1870-1920, you can enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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