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Samuel R. Delany’s The Jewel-Hinged Jaw appeared originally in 1977, and is
now long out of print and hard to find. The impact of its demonstration that
science fiction was a special language, rather than just gadgets and green-skinned
aliens, began reverberations still felt in science fiction criticism. This edition
includes two new essays, one written at the time and one written about those
times, as well as an introduction by writer and teacher Matthew Cheney, placing
Delany’s work in historical context. Close textual analyses of Thomas M. Disch,
Ursula K. Le Guin, Roger Zelazny, and Joanna Russ read as brilliantly today as
when they first appeared. Essays such as “About 5,750 Words” and “To Read
The Dispossessed” first made the book a classic; they assure it will remain one.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Delany's first work of non-fiction, The Jewel Hinged Jaw: Notes on the Language of Science Fiction,
remains a benchmark of sf criticism thirty-three years after its initial publication in 1977. … Extensively
revised and reissued in 2009, JHJ has become even sronger, containing twelve essays in ten chapters and two
appendixes."—Isiah Lavender, Science Fiction Studies

Review
“I re-read The Jewel-Hinged Jaw every year as a source of guidance, as a measure of what all criticism and
literature should aspire to be, and as a challenge for those of us who want to write.” (Junot Díaz, Pulitzer)

“What a joy it is to have The Jewel-Hinged Jaw back in print! These essays glitter with insights into writing,
reading, society, and the multiple relationships of the three.” (Reginald Shepherd, author of Orpheus in the
Bronx)

About the Author
Winner of both Hugo and Nebula awards, SAMUEL R. DELANY is a novelist and critic, who currently
teaches English and creative writing at Temple University. His critical work has won him the Pilgrim Award
for science fiction scholarship. MATTHEW CHENEY is a columnist for Strange Horizons and writes
regularly about many topics at his weblog, The Mumpsimus.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Delores Breedlove:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Jewel-Hinged Jaw: Notes on the Language of
Science Fiction will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Michael Walker:

The book The Jewel-Hinged Jaw: Notes on the Language of Science Fiction can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a
book The Jewel-Hinged Jaw: Notes on the Language of Science Fiction? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now,
try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you could share all of these. Book The Jewel-Hinged Jaw: Notes on the Language of Science Fiction has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous



world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Reta Zimmer:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Jewel-Hinged Jaw: Notes on the Language of Science Fiction, you could tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Bryan Foxworth:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide The Jewel-Hinged Jaw: Notes on the Language of Science Fiction was filled
regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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