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Is race only about the color of your skin? In The Latinos of Asia, Anthony
Christian Ocampo shows that what "color" you are depends largely on your
social context. Filipino Americans, for example, helped establish the Asian
American movement and are classified by the U.S. Census as Asian. But the
legacy of Spanish colonialism in the Philippines means that they share many
cultural characteristics with Latinos, such as last names, religion, and language.
Thus, Filipinos' "color"?their sense of connection with other racial
groups?changes depending on their social context. The Filipino story
demonstrates how immigration is changing the way people negotiate race,
particularly in cities like Los Angeles where Latinos and Asians now constitute a
collective majority. Amplifying their voices, Ocampo illustrates how second-
generation Filipino Americans' racial identities change depending on the
communities they grow up in, the schools they attend, and the people they
befriend. Ultimately, The Latinos of Asia offers a window into both the racial
consciousness of everyday people and the changing racial landscape of American
society.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Engaging and timely, The Latinos of Asia shatters static, homogenizing, and binary categorizations of Asian
Americans and Latinas/os. Presenting powerful testimonials by Filipinos from two Los Angeles communities
and centering dynamics in schools and neighborhoods, this must-read book complicates understandings of
race, identity, and Los Angeles." (Gilda L. Ochoa Author of Academic Profiling: Latinos, Asian Americans
and the Achievement Gap)

"The Latinos of Asia is groundbreaking. Ocampo examines racial identities among Filipino Americans not
just in relation to whites, but in relation to other minorities. Through candid and eloquent responses from
Filipino American young adults, and engaging links to scholarly discussions, Ocampo tracks the fluidity of
race and argues that place matters in how people come to think about themselves." (Robyn Rodriguez UC
Davis)

"Analyzing Filipino American experiences of 'looking Asian but having a Spanish last name' or 'looking
Mexican but identifying as Asian,' Ocampo shows how the children of Filipino immigrants constantly
challenge the prevailing racial mapping rules in America. The Latinos of Asia is groundbreaking, offering an
ingenious perspective on racial dynamics and formation." (Min Zhou)

"This is a groundbreaking book about one of the least understood groups of people: Filipinos. As a people,
we're a lot American, we're definitely Asian, and we're undeniably Latino. The Latinos of Asia is essential
reading not only for the Filipino diaspora but for anyone who cares about the mysteries of racial identity."
(Jose Antonio Vargas Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and founder of Define American and #EmergingUS)

"The Latinos of Asia presents an innovative analysis of Filipinos as an 'in-between' people straddling the
stigmatized immigrant groups from Latin America and model minority newcomer populations from Asia.
This book convincingly demonstrates that race is not a fixed characteristic of individuals and groups.
Anthony Ocampo's work will capture the imagination of students of immigration, race, and ethnicity alike."
(Rubén Hernández-León Associate Professor of Sociology and Director of the UCLA Center for Mexican
Studies)

"Anthony Ocampo's fascinating study illustrates how Filipinos do not fit neatly into American racial
categories. His highly accessible narrative carries the reader through different social and institutional
contexts that draw Filipinos back and forth over panethnic lines, and challenge our notion of what
panethnicity means in America." (Wendy Roth, Associate Professor of Sociology The University of British
Columbia)

"Anthony Ocampo shows that understanding race in today's America means understanding a group that toes
different racial lines: Filipino Americans. Through rich interviews and accessible prose, Ocampo explains
how Filipino Americans straddle Latino and Asian racial categories, and what that straddling says about race
in the United States today. This is the definitive account of the contemporary Filipino American experience."
(Tomás R. Jiménez Stanford University; author of Replenished Ethnicity: Mexican Americans Immigration,
and Identity)

"In this innovative book, Anthony Ocampo brings to light the ambiguities and ambivalences of a racial



identity that is always Filipina/o but also contingently Asian, Latina/o, and even Pacific Islander. Brimming
with unexpected findings and insightful explanations, The Latinos of Asia underscores the intrinsic instability
and enduring power of race." (Moon-Kie Jung author of Beneath the Surface of White Supremacy)

"Are Filipino Americans Asian, Latino, or something else entirely? In this provocative book, Anthony
Ocampo deftly combines survey analysis, in-depth interviews, and personal narrative to show that the answer
is not a simple one. It depends critically on context and has important implications for matters such as life
chances, life choices, and race relations in a rapidly diversifying nation." (Karthick Ramakrishnan, Professor
and Associate Dean of Public Policy)

About the Author
Anthony Christian Ocampo is Assistant Professor of Sociology at California State Polytechnic University,
Pomona and a Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow at the School of Public Policy at University of
California-Riverside.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jason Nunez:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Latinos of Asia: How Filipino Americans Break the Rules of Race book is
readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer associated with The Latinos of Asia: How Filipino Americans Break the Rules of Race content
conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Latinos of Asia: How Filipino
Americans Break the Rules of Race is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Inez Tuller:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Latinos of Asia: How Filipino Americans
Break the Rules of Race as your daily resource information.

Michael Albright:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If



you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Latinos of Asia: How Filipino Americans
Break the Rules of Race can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Michael Espy:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a publication. The book The Latinos of Asia: How Filipino Americans Break the
Rules of Race it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book has high quality.
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