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Between the Civil War and World War I the United States underwent the most
rapid economic expansion in history. At the same time, the country experienced
unparalleled rates of immigration. In The Rise of Multicultural America, Susan
Mizruchi examines the convergence of these two extraordinary developments.
No issue was more salient in postbellum American capitalist society, she argues,
than the country's bewilderingly diverse population. This era marked the
emergence of Americans' self-consciousness about what we today call
multiculturalism.

Mizruchi approaches this complex development from the perspective of print
culture, demonstrating how both popular and elite writers played pivotal roles in
articulating the stakes of this national metamorphosis. In a period of widespread
literacy, writers assumed a remarkable cultural authority as best-selling works of
literature and periodicals reached vast readerships and immigrants could find
newspapers and magazines in their native languages. Mizruchi also looks at the
work of journalists, photographers, social reformers, intellectuals, and
advertisers. Identifying the years between 1865 and 1915 as the founding era of
American multiculturalism, Mizruchi provides a historical context that has been
overlooked in contemporary debates about race, ethnicity, immigration, and the
dynamics of modern capitalist society. Her analysis recuperates a legacy with the
potential to both invigorate current battle lines and highlight points of
reconciliation.
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Between the Civil War and World War I the United States underwent the most rapid economic expansion in
history. At the same time, the country experienced unparalleled rates of immigration. In The Rise of
Multicultural America, Susan Mizruchi examines the convergence of these two extraordinary developments.
No issue was more salient in postbellum American capitalist society, she argues, than the country's
bewilderingly diverse population. This era marked the emergence of Americans' self-consciousness about
what we today call multiculturalism.

Mizruchi approaches this complex development from the perspective of print culture, demonstrating how
both popular and elite writers played pivotal roles in articulating the stakes of this national metamorphosis.
In a period of widespread literacy, writers assumed a remarkable cultural authority as best-selling works of
literature and periodicals reached vast readerships and immigrants could find newspapers and magazines in
their native languages. Mizruchi also looks at the work of journalists, photographers, social reformers,
intellectuals, and advertisers. Identifying the years between 1865 and 1915 as the founding era of American
multiculturalism, Mizruchi provides a historical context that has been overlooked in contemporary debates
about race, ethnicity, immigration, and the dynamics of modern capitalist society. Her analysis recuperates a
legacy with the potential to both invigorate current battle lines and highlight points of reconciliation.
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Editorial Review

Review
Takes the reader on a comprehensive journey through many of the major prose writings of the Gilded Age.--
H-Net

As a disciplinary achievement in English literary studies [Mizruchi's] book admirably succeeds in this. . . .
Could be a very useful text for upper-level literature courses surveying the period, for it gives a robust and
lively context for the writing. Moreover, paralleling the customary lecture sequencing of such courses, the
book's eight thematic chapters unfold in a rough chronology.--American Studies

A remarkably comprehensive, meticulously researched, and lucidly written account of her
subject.--American Literary History

This is a great book, well written and well thought through. Anyone interested in print culture should read it
and use it as a model for further work on the role of print culture in shaping culture and
multiculturalism.--American Historical Review

[Mizruchi's] argument is deft and appealing and deserves to be taken very seriously. . . . Mizruchi has put her
finger on a critical moment in American literary history and identifies a compelling confluence of themes
that made the period so generative. . . . Stands to inspire new questions about the history of multicultural
thinking in America.--Studies in American Culture

A compelling and informative study of American culture in the latter third of the nineteenth
century.--Yearbook of German-American Studies

The impressive scope of Mizruchi's volume will prove useful for those seeking a survey of the period's
multiplicity of texts and perspectives.--Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era

Mizruchi's sprawling narrative is impressive, well written, and well illustrated (her readings of photographs
and advertisements are compelling, if daring) and, overall, a must-read for anyone interested in capitalist
print culture at the turn of the last century.--Journal of American History



A comprehensive journey through many of the major prose writings of the Gilded Age--H-Net

[A] fascinating study of the convergence of capitalist development and ethnic identity. . . . Highly
recommended.--Choice

Review
A capacious yet focused and illuminating book. Mizruchi brilliantly shows multiculturalism, capitalism, and
literature to be utterly entwined. Smart and persuasive at all turns, the book is full of savvy starting points
and sharp contextualizations that will serve teachers as well as scholars.--Thomas J. Ferraro, Duke
University

Susan Mizruchi interweaves approaches from women's studies, Black studies, and Native American studies
into close readings of major and minor figures of American literature to produce an impressively
comprehensive study that should be of interest to the scholar of literature as well as to the historian and the
sociologist.--Werner Sollors, Harvard University

About the Author
Susan L. Mizruchi is professor of English and American studies at Boston University. Her four previous
books include The Science of Sacrifice: American Literature and Modern Social Theory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luis Acosta:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book The Rise of Multicultural America: Economy and
Print Culture, 1865-1915 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Shannon Blackshear:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as



soon. The The Rise of Multicultural America: Economy and Print Culture, 1865-1915 offer you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Henry Rodriguez:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is The Rise of Multicultural America: Economy and Print Culture, 1865-1915 this
publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all
of you.

Donald Edmond:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Rise of Multicultural America: Economy and
Print Culture, 1865-1915 can make you experience more interested to read.
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