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During the Principate (roughly from 27 BC to AD ), when the empire reached its
maximum extent, Roman society and culture were radically transformed. But
how was the vast territory of the empire controlled? Did the demands of central
government stimulate economic growth or endanger survival? What forces of
cohesion operated to balance the social and economic inequalities and high
mortality rates? How did the official religion react in the face of the diffusion of
alien cults and the emergence of Christianity?

These are some of the many questions posed here, in an expanded edition of the
original, pathbreaking account of the society, economy and culture of the Roman
empire. As an integrated study of the life and outlook of the life and outlook of
the ordinary inhabitants of the Roman world, it deepens our understanding of the
underlying factors in this important formative period of world history. Additions
to the second edition include an introductory chapter which sets the scene and
explores the consequences for government and the governing classes of the
replacement of the Republic by the rule of emperors. A second extra chapter
assesses how far Rome's subjects resisted her hegemony. Addenda to the
chapters throughout offer up-to-date bibliography and discussion of the state of
the question, and point to new evidence and approaches which have enlivened
Roman history in recent decades.
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During the Principate (roughly from 27 BC to AD ), when the empire reached its maximum extent, Roman
society and culture were radically transformed. But how was the vast territory of the empire controlled? Did
the demands of central government stimulate economic growth or endanger survival? What forces of
cohesion operated to balance the social and economic inequalities and high mortality rates? How did the
official religion react in the face of the diffusion of alien cults and the emergence of Christianity?

These are some of the many questions posed here, in an expanded edition of the original, pathbreaking
account of the society, economy and culture of the Roman empire. As an integrated study of the life and
outlook of the life and outlook of the ordinary inhabitants of the Roman world, it deepens our understanding
of the underlying factors in this important formative period of world history. Additions to the second edition
include an introductory chapter which sets the scene and explores the consequences for government and the
governing classes of the replacement of the Republic by the rule of emperors. A second extra chapter
assesses how far Rome's subjects resisted her hegemony. Addenda to the chapters throughout offer up-to-
date bibliography and discussion of the state of the question, and point to new evidence and approaches
which have enlivened Roman history in recent decades.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Peter Garnsey is Emeritus Professor of the History of Classical Antiquity and a Fellow of Jesus College,
University of Cambridge, UK. His publications include Social Status and Legal Privilege in the Roman
Empire (1970), Famine and Food Supply in the Graeco-Roman World (1988), Ideas of Slavery from
Aristotle to Augustine (1996), Cities, Peasants and Food (1998), Food and Society in Classical Antiquity
(1999) and Thinking about Property, antiquity to the age of revolution (2007).

Richard Saller is the Dean of the School of Humanities and Sciences at Stanford University, USA. He is the
author of Personal Patronage under the Early Empire (1982), Patriarchy, Property, and Death in the Roman
Family (1994), co-editor of The Cambridge Economic History of Greco-Roman World (2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melissa Wilcox:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Roman Empire:
Economy, Society and Culture. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Georgetta Watson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and
Culture is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Jose Longoria:

The ability that you get from The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and Culture may be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and Culture giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your



current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and Culture
instantly.

Richard Nix:

Often the book The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and Culture will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Roman Empire: Economy, Society and
Culture is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.
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